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King Saul has officially reached fully unhinged status at this point. Saul has progressed from simply trying to kill David, to attempting to kill his own son for aligning himself with David, to now slaughtering an entire city because one man simply helped David in some way! Suffice it to say, David likely felt there was no telling what Saul was willing to do to kill him at this point. Yet, what we see David do next is such an incredible show of his character and integrity.

David hears of the Philistines plan to attack the Israelite city of Keilah. David wisely inquires of the Lord whether pursuing this rescue mission is wise. When David is given the green light, in spite of his own life being in danger, David pursues this battle and rescues this city. David could have been consumed by his own troubles (of which he had his fair share), yet even in his toughest season, he still thought of others. 

Discussion Question: It has been said that our true character is revealed by how we behave when we are under pressure. How was the content of David’s heart being revealed during this difficult time? What kind of man was David revealing himself to be in this tough time?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

But the next portion of our passage bears some very interesting details. Abiathar (son of Ahimelech) had brought with him an ephod, a ceremonial garment for the priests of the day. Remember, back in this day people didn’t have unhindered access to the presence of God like we have today, so things like the ephod were a big deal. Just like the ceremonial bread David and his men ate a few chapters ago, the ephod was not something to be taken lightly. Yet, in verse 9, David requests the ephod so he can go before God.

Discussion Question: The ephod was symbolic of going before God and seeking his presence. What was David trying to signal that he needed in this time? How did God respond to David’s request?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Praise the Lord, God gives David the wisdom he needs and delivers him from the hand of Saul yet again! And thankfully for David, more help is on the way. David is about to get what many of us often need in the troubles of life: encouragement from a godly, Christian brother. While it is important that we find our fulfillment in God and not people, God has still designed us to be relational people who greatly benefit from Christian fellowship and encouragement.

Discussion Question: Read verses 15-18. Who comes to meet David? Why is Christian fellowship and encouragement so important for us?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Follow-Up Question: Why do you think some Christians choose to isolate themselves? What is the danger of a Christian isolating themselves from other believers? (Hint: if you get stuck, read Ecclesiastes 4:9-12)  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

One thing is clear: David’s godly character and testimony had made him his fair share of allies. This is often the case in our lives as well. While standing for the Bible will also undoubtedly make us some enemies, Proverbs 11:10 tells us, “When the righteous thrive, a city rejoices;
when the wicked die, there is joyful shouting.” It is amazing how our faithfulness can earn us some great friends and important allies in life. In David’s case, God used David’s faithfulness to provide with the allies he would need to get through difficult times.


For Personal Reflection: What is the biggest lesson you personally learned from this lesson? Write it out below.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






