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David has been on quite the back-and-forth journey at this point! David has been forced to flee Saul’s presence multiple times his most recent trips sending him to Naioth in Ramah, then back to Gibeah (the location of Saul’s palace) for a rendezvous with Jonathan, and now to the city known as Nob. Now, we know that Nob was within a few miles of Jerusalem, so we know that it was also within close proximity of Saul’s palace in Gibeah. 

But one of the most interesting things is the direction David has chosen to go when he has fled. I would encourage you that, if you have the resources, look up a map of Israel during Saul’s reign. In both cases, David chose to go north to Ramah and Nob. What makes this so interesting is that David’s hometown of Bethlehem was in the opposite direction! Yet both times David chooses to go South. Why would David choose to do this?

Discussion Question: Who does the Bible tell us David met at Nob in verse 1? Who was this person (this specifically of their occupation)? What has David clearly made a priority/guiding principle by the people he has chosen to seek out?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What we are witnessing with David is the revealing of his character when trouble comes. We see often in life that when we are put into high pressure or stressful situations, our minds/hearts will naturally revert back to or rely on what it is most comfortable with. David had clearly made not one, but a series of decisions leading into this season of his life that had sown the seeds for him to be where he is now. This is often the case in our lives: you are deciding the outcome of your next spiritual battle through the decisions you are making right now!

Discussion Question: Think about who David has gone to meet in his last two trips. Think about the level of protection that could have obtained had he gone home to Bethlehem. Who was David choosing to trust in these situations? Why do you think David chose to flee to these two locations as opposed to Bethlehem? (There may be multiple reasons)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
David and his men come to Nob and meet the high priest Ahimelech there. David asks a simple question: do you have any food? The problem was that the only food Ahimelech was what was known as the consecrated (or holy) bread that was normally only reserved for the priests. Leviticus 24:5-9 gives us a clear outline of how that bread is to be used. 

Now, it is important to note that this passage does not say the bread was to be exclusively for the priests, otherwise Ahimelech likely would have never offered it to David. However, if one thing is clear, it is that the consumption of this bread was NOT to be taken lightly. So, when Ahimelech asks David this question, David likely understood the weight of what was being asked in this situation. 

Discussion Question: What does David’s confidence about his men meeting the proper requirements teach us about the kind of leader that David was?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

But as if this provision of food wasn’t enough, God chose to provide for David one more time! David, after making sure his men had the essentials, asked if there was any weaponry that he could use. In this case, Ahimelech had just the thing: not just a sword, but the sword of Goliath! When David sees this, he not only takes it, but rejoices in gaining it. Clearly, this was an item that was meaningful to David in more ways than one! David was consistently watching God’s hand of provision follow his life wherever he went!

Discussion Question: Read verse 9 again. How do you think gaining the sword of Goliath gave David confidence in multiple ways? How was this sword meaningful not only physically, but also spiritually in David’s life?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


For Personal Reflection: What is the biggest lesson you personally learned from this lesson? Write it out below.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

