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David is on the run and, at this point, has to sleep with one eye open. Saul has now attempted to kill him not once, but several times in multiple different ways. But through God’s hand of divine protection and guidance, David has been able to allude every attempt on his life. At this point, God has not only delivered David but even shown his power over a powerful man like Saul by causing each of his attempts to fail and even causing the agents he sent after David to prophesy. David has fled to Naioth in Ramah, the hometown of Samuel the prophet who had anointed him.

What we are witnessing now only serves to drive Saul into further paranoia. Saul’s clear rebellion and disobedience have caused even those closest to him (his son Jonathan and daughter Michal) to disapprove of his actions and seek to help David! Yet, sadly, even this wasn’t enough to wake Saul from his paranoid, prideful frenzy. Yet, in spite of leadership’s failure, David remains faithful and God continues to provide for him.

Discussion Question: Read the strong statement David makes about his own character in verse 8. What does it say about David that he was unafraid to be examined? What can we learn about ourselves based on how we respond to accountability?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

But in the middle of this interaction, we now get a glimpse into the character of a different person: Jonathan. In verses 9-13, Jonathan states his disgust for the idea that he would know of evil intentions against his friend and not say something! Jonathan was clearly a man of integrity, much like David. The more we read about the two, the clearer it becomes as to why such a close bond was forged between the two of them. 

In verses 18-23, a plan is hatched to keep David safe from the evil intentions of Saul. But what happens when this plan is put into motion is quite interesting. While Saul gives a response many of us would have expected, the things that he states are what make for quite an interesting study. Let’s take a minute and look at what tools Saul uses to attempt to persuade Jonathan.


Discussion Question: Read Saul’s response to Jonathan very carefully in verses 30-31. What manipulation tactics does Saul attempt to use to persuade his son to side with him instead of David? List them below.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Follow-Up Question: Read Jonathan’s response to his father’s actions in verses 32-34. Think about the tactics Saul used in the list above. What does Jonathan’s response to his father’s tactics show us about the kind of man Jonathan was?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jonathan was clearly a man of integrity, not persuaded by the lure of personal gain. Jonathan had one goal in mind: pleasing the Lord. As a result, his plan is put into motion and the signal is communicated to David that, unfortunately, it was not safe for him to return. But as we read this chapter, we find something very interesting about Jonathan, an area in which Jonathan and his father are very similar.

Discussion Question: Go back and read some of Jonathan’s responses in this chapter (verses 9, 13, 34, and 41). Jonathan, much like his father, was an emotional man. But what was the difference between Jonathan (a godly man) and Saul (paranoid and rebellious)?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jonathan and David were able to be a support for each other in a difficult time for both of them. Not only were they bound together from a strategic standpoint, but they clearly cared for one another and sought to encourage one another. As Christians, it is of great importance that we don’t walk the Christian life alone, but with other godly people by our side, there to encourage use and support us when times get tough.

For Personal Reflection: What is the biggest lesson you personally learned from this lesson? Write it out below.

