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We are now entering a very interesting season of David’s life. David has now gone from this great war hero to the enemy of the king (by no fault of his own we might add). Saul’s insecurity and pride is now bringing him into what will unfortunately, be a very destructive season for his legacy as king. Saul would spend much of the back half of his life consumed by the very jealousy described in verse 9. 

And notice the progression that happens in Saul’s life verses 10-11 as compared to his response to the evil spirit earlier 1 Samuel 16:14, 23. This was likely the same evil spirit, yet what had changed? There had been a shift in the heart of Saul, specifically toward David. This jealousy caused Saul to do things he likely thought he would never do.

Discussion Question: Read verse 12. How does the Bible say Saul NOW felt about David? Why does the Bible say Saul felt this way? What does it say about us when we feel threatened by a godly person?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Clearly, Saul was dealing with some major issues in his own life. Before his mistake in 1 Samuel 15, Saul was building on what was going to be a fairly good legacy. Saul even had a good, godly successor in his son Jonathan. And yet, Saul’s pride caused him to make not one, but several mistakes that would cost him dearly. But as we’ll see later, his pride would also prove costly to those around him as well. 

Truly, we could say this was the beginning of Saul’s decline and ultimately his demise. Saul is clearly no longer the same person once anointed by God to lead the people of Israel. The same man that the Bible records as having the Spirit of God come powerfully upon him in 1 Samuel 11:6 was now a shell of his former self.

Discussion Question: Read through Saul’s actions in verses 11-19. List Saul’s actions below. What do you notice about Saul’s actions, specifically in his relationship with David? (Lines are on next page if needed)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



This passage is clearly revealing of Saul’s mental (and perhaps emotional) state. His disobedience, along with the departure of God’s Spirit on his life, had caused him to spiral. Here is not only one of his most valuable servants, but likely his most valuable soldier, and he can’t even be in his presence without wishing harm on him! This is a great example of how our own disobedience can often cause harm to more people than just ourselves.

When we live in disobedience, it can often affect us in ways we may not even realize. When we don’t possess the peace and security that comes from knowing we are following the Lord, it can cause us to be constantly looking over our shoulder, perhaps in fear of what may harm us. This feeling can quickly infect other areas of our life and affect our relationships with others as well.

Discussion Question: Read verses 20-21. How had Saul’s decline (likely mentally and emotionally) caused him to do things he likely never thought he would? What does this show us about what pride and disobedience can do to a person?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Follow-Up Question: Read David’s response to Saul’s request in verse 23. What does David’s response teach us about the confidence and faith David possessed? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God’s presence with David here is amazing. Not only does David choose to embrace the challenge given to him, but he also nails it, killing TWO HUNDRED Philistines! Even Saul has no choice but take notice of God’s hand on David in verses 28-29. David here is a great example of how, even when others are living in rebellion and perhaps even seek ill against us, God’s hand is much mightier when we choose to follow him.

For Personal Reflection: What is the biggest lesson you personally learned from this lesson? Write it out below.
__________________________________________________________
