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The mighty Goliath has fallen! The champion of the Philistines has been conquered by the God of Israel using a teenage boy! David is now in the aftermath of this battle. Israel has defeated the Philistines, and David is the hero who led the charge! Clearly, this young man was destined for greatness both now and in his future! What David is experiencing here is one of the first payoffs off the preparation he refused to ignore during his youth. David’s faith had been built over time, building him for these moments, whether he realized it or not. 

And David’s character paid off in more ways than one: the Bible records for us that character caused another godly young man, Jonathan, to take notice of him and befriend him. Jonathan, as Scripture records for us, was yet another godly young who would serve as a valuable ally to David not long after this particular circumstance. Verses 1 and 3 tells us that Jonathan and David developed an incredibly strong bond, going as far as to say that Jonathan loved and cared about David as much as he loved himself!

Discussion Question: Jonathan being a godly young man, what do you think Jonathan saw in David that drew him toward him? What does this teach us about the kind of people we will inevitably attract based on our character?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

David’s career as a leader was just getting started, and he had already made some valuable allies. Jonathan went as far as to give David his military tunic and multiple of his weapons (verse 4). The accommodations of royalty! Not only did he gain these valuable tools, but he is promoted to be essentially a general in Saul’s army, all while he was likely still a teenager!

But David wasn’t just satisfied there. The Bible tells us in verse 5 that David was not only made to be a commander but became a very successful one. And what’s even more interesting is how the Bible says all the people responded to David being put in charge in verse 5. The Bible says that this choice pleased all the people and all of Saul’s servants! Imagine the character that David must have possessed for people to rejoice over a teenager being put in charge of incredibly impactful military operations!

Discussion Question: The Bible tells us that David prospered in all of his military endeavors and that his promotion pleased not only all the people, but all of Saul’s servants, who would’ve worked closely with David during his time in the palace. David couldn’t have won all these battles alone, so what does this teach us about David as a leader?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

David clearly was having success in whatever he did at this point in his life. But as we’ll learn here in just a minute, success doesn’t always come with exclusively praise. And unfortunately, David’s success would not be appreciated by everyone: namely King Saul. One would think Saul would rejoice at David’s success; David was making him look like a genius for promoting him! Instead, Saul’s response was very different when he heard the praises being sung about David.

Discussion Question: Read Saul’s response to the praise David was receiving in verses 8-9. How was Saul’s response in this situation telling of his character?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Follow-Up Question: What does our response to the success of others communicate about our character? What can we learn about ourselves based on how we respond to the success of others?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As we can see here from the life of David, success can bring both valuable enemies and unfortunate enemies. But what we must remember is that, just like David couldn’t be held responsible for Saul’s jealousy, we cannot hold ourselves responsible if someone else responds poorly to God’s blessings in our life. Remember, the Bible has yet to say a word about David ever praising himself! All of the praise he was receiving came from others! This is one of the simple keys when it comes to remaining humble in the midst of God’s blessing Proverbs 27:2 says, “Let another praise you, and not your own mouth —a stranger, and not your own lips.”

 For Personal Reflection: What is the biggest lesson you personally learned from this lesson? Write it out below.
