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Exciting times are about in the life of David. In the verses leading into our passage, David went from simple shepherd boy to the next king of Israel! But now David faces one of the more difficult portions of a Christian seeking to follow God’s calling: waiting for his time to come. David would not become a king until years later (2 Samuel 2:1-4) and had to wait seven and a half years AFTER that to become king over all of Israel! (2 Samuel 5:1-5) 

It is not uncommon for God to call us to do something long before we will fulfill that calling. In fact, God will sometimes spend even more time training us for our calling than he does actually using us for that same calling. David embraced this concept, first as a young shepherd for his father, and later (as we’ll see in our passage today) as a lyre player for the king! 

But no matter what God has called us to do, how can we remain patient and embrace the training that God has for us in our current stage of life? What can we learn from how David embraced his own training for God’s calling in his life? Let’s take a look at the lessons we can learn from David in this in-between stage of his life:

Discussion Question: What does Saul request specifically in verse 17? How had God already been preparing David for this moment? What does this teach us about how we should view every season of life?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We must always remember that, while we move through the different phases of life, God is the only one who sees the entire picture. God is the only one who sees past, present, and future along with how they all tie into each other. Can you imagine being David, finding out you’re going to become king, then being reduced to shepherding and playing a little music.

Yet through this entire process, we never see David complain or give up. In fact, notice where Saul tells his messengers to go find David in verse 19. Even after being anointed to become the next king, David remained faithful to even the smallest of tasks that he had been given. Now he was being given another task that still wouldn’t put him in the spotlight, how did he respond?


Discussion Question: Read how Saul felt about David in verse 21. What does this tell us about the job that David did with what he’d been asked to do? What does this teach us about the way we ought to approach the seemingly small things of life?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God never does anything by accident. In David’s case, God placed him in close proximity to where he would eventually end up as king. He worked not just near but very closely with the current king of Israel, Saul. David not only played the harp for Saul, but became his armor bearer, meaning he went out to battle with Saul. This was a clear demonstration of the faith Saul had in David’s character, courage, and integrity. 

As a result of his character, David likely got to see, hear, and learn things he likely wouldn’t have experienced being out in the field with the sheep. He got to be on the battlefield with the king, observing tactics, strategies, and leadership principles as Saul led Israel’s armies in battle. Clearly, this was a time of shaping, molding, and developing David, as he would no doubt use these valuable lessons later on when he would become king. (The Bible calls David a “man of war” in 1 Chronicles 28:3)

God used David to be a blessing to the current regime, utilizing his gifts in service of the man he would one day replace. But can you imagine what would have happened if David had merely brushed off this vital training time as unimportant or irrelevant? Instead, David allowed God to use his proximity to the throne for his maximum benefit.

Discussion Question: Because David chose to grow from each opportunity in his path, God used him tremendously. Why is it so important that we pay close attention to the people and environments that God places us in? What could happen if we simply move through life with little thought about the opportunities around us?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Follow-Up Question: Can you think of time when perhaps God was trying to prepare or use you and you didn’t even know it? Are there any areas in your life right now where God may be trying to do the same thing, whether for now or the future?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

One thing is clear: David refused to let valuable training time go to waste! Even before David got to what most would consider to be the “main events” of his life, God wanted to use David. Maybe you feel the same way. Maybe you feel as though you haven’t yet reached (or have already moved past) the “main events” of your life. Friend, God still has a plan for you and wants to use you in a mighty way. God’s plan for each person’s life may be different, but God’s plan for every person’s is still amazing, no matter what season of life you’re in!

For Personal Reflection: What is the biggest lesson you personally learned from this lesson? Write it out below.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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