Spiritual Greatness: Often Overlooked!
The Making of a King: Part 1
1 Samuel 16:1-13
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It is important that we set the stage for what we are walking into as we begin our study on the life of David. God had given Saul a command to completely annihilate the Amalekites               (1 Samuel 15:1-3) every man, woman, child, and animal. Saul, however, arrogantly decides to keep some of the animals and even keep the Amalekite king alive as an act of humiliation. 
(1 Samuel 15:7-9)

As a result of his pride and disobedience, God sends Samuel to inform Saul that God had now rejected him as king. Saul, in his continuing arrogance, even tries to deny that he ever disobeyed the Lord! (1 Samuel 15:13-21) Unfortunately for Saul, this meant the throne would be taken from his family and be given to another. Saul is informed that he will finish his kingship but that his son will not reign in his stead. (1 Samuel 15:22-29)

As a result, God instructs Samuel to go and anoint a new king. In fact, the Bible tells us that, after this interaction, Samuel never saw Saul ever again, (1 Samuel 15:34-35) a clear sign of the departure of God’s hand of favor from Saul.

Discussion Question: Based on the passages mentioned above, what character trait ended up being Saul’s downfall? How did Saul show this trait in multiple ways? (1 Samuel 15:7-9, 1 Samuel 15:13-21)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As someone who loved and cared for Saul, Samuel was heartbroken over Saul’s sin. (vs. 1) Nonetheless, Samuel’s duty was to carry out the Lord’s commands and anoint a new king. Samuel is sent to the house of Jesse in Bethlehem. Upon his arrival, he is met by the elders of the town and even encourages them to consecrate themselves and come with him. (Vs. 4-5)

Bet you didn’t know that David’s anointing had an audience other than just his family! Clearly, this was something God wanted people to see. 

When Samuel arrives, he is presented with the first seven of Jesse’s sons. One of his sons (Eliab) was even such a might man that even Samuel exclaimed “Surely this is the new king!” But God had different criteria for choosing the man that would lead his chosen people, not one based on physical stature or personal accomplishments
Discussion Question: Go back and read verse 7. What does God say he was specifically looking at when choosing the next king of his people? What does this tell us about what God desires in our lives?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Follow-Up Question: What is the danger of taking the human approach, living for the outward or judging people purely based on the outward instead of focusing on the heart?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Clearly, God has a different way of evaluating people than we do! Praise the Lord for that! In fact, David lacked the human leadership requirements so much that his own father didn’t even think to bring him in when Samuel explain why he was there! David is such a perfect example of the fact that God’s plan is perfect and not dictated by human logic or reasoning. Even “the man after God’s own heart” was overlooked when he was young! But God never overlooks a single soul, and he has an amazing plan for every soul, regardless of how others may overlook them!

Illustration: There once was a young man who decided to give his life to Christ in college. Not long after, he decided to follow God’s call on his life to preach. Unfortunately, this journey would not go well, at least at first. After teaching one of his first lessons in a youth group setting, the leader of the group remarked, “Well, I guess teaching the Bible isn’t your gift, is it?” Three years later, he was asked to preach his first sermon. He was greeting people after the service when a little old lady walked up and kindly asked if he had any other skills besides being a preacher, suggesting in a not-so-subtle way that he should “keep his options open.” This young man would go to bible college sometime later and pursue ordination. After being examined by a group of spiritual leaders, not only did they choose not to ordain him, but they also told him they weren’t sure he was really called to be a pastor! 

But this young man continued to follow God’s call on his life despite being overlooked, discouraged, and told he wouldn’t make it. That young man would start a church called Life Covenant Church in a little two car garage in Edmond, Oklahoma. That church would begin to not only grow but explode. That church is not only large, it’s one of the largest churches in the country! Life Church has 46 campuses, an estimated total of 76,000 in-person attenders and an estimated 300,000 who watch online every week. And Craig Groeschel, the pastor who started that church, was the young man who everyone thought would never make it in ministry.

Discussion Question: Even David was overlooked, but not by God. What does this teach us about the way God views not only us, but others as well? How does this affect the way we view ourselves and others?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


For Personal Reflection: What is the biggest lesson you personally learned from this lesson? Write it out below.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




2

