David’s First Public Victory: Understanding the Source
The Making of a King: Part 4
1 Samuel 17:31-58

Welcome to the greatest underdog story ever told! Here we enter a seemingly impossible battle between a (likely teenage) young David and the giant we know as Goliath. But let’s notice a few notes about David’s opponent. First, 1 Samuel 17:3 tells us that Goliath could have been over NINE FEET TALL! The next 3 verses in verses 4-6 give us an even more in-depth look at Goliath’s armor and weapons for battle.

The Bible tells us in verse 4 that Goliath’s armor weighed 5,000 shekels (or about 125 pounds)! History tells us that the average spearhead in the Israelite army weighed likely less than a pound, while the Bible records that Goliath’s spearhead weighed around 15 pounds! Not only that, but verse 51 tells us that Goliath ALSO carried a sword (likely also much larger than normal). Goliath was likely carrying over 150 pounds worth of armor and weaponry, and that’s not even counting his shield that was so large they designated another soldier to carry it for him!

THIS was David’s opponent in our passage. And yet when Goliath stands to defy the armies of God, David doesn’t flinch. How was David able to have such confidence?

Discussion Question: Read verses 31-37 again. What did David point to that gave him confidence in God’s faithfulness? We’ve talked a lot about training and preparation, but what does this teach us about how we can use God’s preparation in our own lives?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Clearly God had not only prepared David but then used that preparation in a great and mighty way! Remember, David could have been as young as 15 in this passage, so saying he killed a lion and a bear in the PAST is crazy! One thing was clear: David’s faith was a strong, and a matchup where he was outmatched in size and strength was not foreign to David.

What’s your impossible situation? What situation are you currently looking at, feeling completely outmatched? It truly is amazing how, when we begin to look back at God’s faithfulness in the past, how the obstacles that lay in front of us seem to get so much smaller! But with all due respect, Goliath was no lion or bear! So, how did David prepare?


Discussion Question: Read verses 38-40. How does David respond when Saul attempts to give him his armor? What does David decide to use instead? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Follow-Up Question: What is something in your life that God may want to use as your “shepherd’s staff and sling”? What skill, tool, or talent has God placed in your life that he either has used in the past or may want to use in the future?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now comes the epic battle scene. David heads out to face the mighty, intimidating warrior known as Goliath. Can you picture it? A young teenage boy entering the battlefield with no sword, both armies on the edge of their seats as they anticipate the epic duel? David approaches with not a sword, but a lowly shepherd’s staff and a sling with a few stones.

As David enters the battlefield, not only is he underestimated, but he’s openly mocked by his opponent. (1 Samuel 17:41-44) Goliath mocks David, not only for his youth and inexperience, but for his choice of weapon. Can you hear the laughter coming perhaps from the Philistine army as their might champion makes his humorous jabs? But Goliath was about to learn a very valuable lesson about the source of true power and greatness.

Discussion Question: Read verses 45-54. List the different ways that God displayed his complete and utter dominance over Goliath through David starting with David’s response in verses 45-47. Why was David such a ready-to-use tool for God in a situation like this?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Personal Reflection: What is the biggest lesson you personally learned from this lesson? Write it out below.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
