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Reasons for Thanksgiving 

I Chronicles 16:1-43 
 

In about three weeks we will be enjoying 

Thanksgiving, so I want to begin by asking you a 

question to ponder. Do you consider yourself to be a 

thankful person? 
 

The dictionary defines thanksgiving as the act of 

giving thanks (that makes sense); a formal, often 

public, expression of thanks to God in the form of a 

prayer; an annual U.S. holiday observed on the 

fourth Thursday of November as a day of giving 

thanks and feasting: it commemorates the Pilgrims’ 

celebration of the good harvest of 1621. 
 

If instead of a message this morning, we took the 

hour to just give testimonies of thanksgiving could 

we fill the time without a pause or would there be 

that awkward silence? Would we jump up like 

popcorn popping, bursting with something with 

which to give praise? 
 

Let me come back to that question. Do you consider 

yourself to be a thankful person? 
 

I thought about the question and admittedly came to 

a conclusion I didn’t like. Oh, to be sure, I’m not 

Mr. Sour Grumpy Face all the time. I think I’m 

generally a thankful person, but there is lots of room 

for improvement, lots of improvement. 
 

What made me think about thankfulness more 

closely was a story I read this past week on 

gratitude, which made me realize I’m probably not 

as thankful as I think I am. As a matter of fact, I 

might have to say that underneath I have a 

complainer streak. Here’s the story I read. 
 

A number of years ago, a ticket agent inadvertently 

oversold seats for a Women of Faith conference and 

the fallout was telling. Organizers exchanged chairs 

on the main floor for smaller plastic ones and called 

all the ladies ahead of time to explain the problem 

and apologize profusely. Frustrated attendees 

weren’t pleased when they arrived and found the 

seats uncomfortable. Realizing the problem needed 

to be addressed from the platform, the next speaker 

was asked to apologize on behalf of the organizers, 

and she agreed. Joni Erickson Tada, a quadriplegic, 

rolled out in her wheelchair. She said, ‘I understand 

some of you are not sitting in the chairs you 

expected to be sitting in tonight. Well, neither am I. 

And I’ve been in mine for more than 30 years.’ She 

paused and added, ‘I have at least 1,000 friends who 

would give anything to be sitting in the chair you 

are in if only for tonight.’ Every complaint was 

obliterated by the profound conviction that we all 

have more than enough to celebrate. 
 

After reading that, I had to stop and think about all 

the times I have complained instead of being 

thankful. 
 

I have complained when stuck in traffic because of 

construction or an accident up ahead instead of 

being thankful that I have a vehicle to get me 

around so I don’t have to walk those long miles or 

that I wasn’t the one in the accident. 
 

I have complained about having to walk from the 

end of the parking lot up to the grocery store instead 

of being thankful that I have two good legs to carry 

me when there are others who can’t walk at all. 
 

I have complained about waiting in the checkout 

line to pay for my groceries instead of being 

thankful that I have the money to buy them when 

others don’t. 
 

I have complained when Robyn gets home later 

than expected making dinner late instead of being 

thankful that we have a meal to eat when others will 

go to bed hungry. 
 

I have complained when I have something to fix in 

our home instead of being thankful that I have a 

home to keep me out of the elements on cold or 

rainy nights when others are homeless. 
 

My conscience was pricked when I realized that I 

am all too willing to complain about even the small 

things instead of being thankful. So, I am 

challenging myself to journal at least one thing each 

day for which I am thankful.  
 

I suppose in what I just admitted openly to you, that 

I’m not much different from David. Oh, there is that 
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king thing he did for about 40 years, not to mention 

all the battles he fought and won. But peruse the 

Psalms and you will realize that David had plenty of 

things he complained about or lamented. 

Why do the wicked prosper? 

Why don’t evil people get judged? 

Why do my enemies continue to hunt after me? 

Why do my friends, the ones I trusted, turn on me? 
 

Yet in the midst of those very same questions that 

we may have asked as well, David had much to be 

thankful for. The passage we will consider this 

morning is I Chronicles 16. This song of praise is a 

compilation of words taken from three Psalms for 

this very fitting occasion. Psalm 105, 96 and 106 

are woven together in a beautiful tapestry of prose 

to celebrate with all Israel the occasion of bringing 

the ark to Jerusalem.  
 

Three months earlier he had attempted to do just 

that but was met with tragedy. Not adhering to the 

commands found in the law as to how the ark of the 

Covenant was to be transported, the priests loaded it 

on a cart. When the oxen pulling the cart stumbled, 

Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the ark so it 

wouldn’t tumble off the cart and the Lord 

immediately took his life. No one was to touch the 

ark. It was to be carried with poles, not on a cart.  
 

So for three months it remained in the house of 

Obed-Edom and God blessed him. When David 

realized his error, he got the two priests, Zadok and 

Abiathar, together and reviewed how the ark should 

be properly carried to avoid incurring God’s wrath 

again. David led the way and 15:29 says he was 

“dancing and celebrating.” It was indeed a day of 

thanksgiving and praise for all Israel. 
 

As we come to chapter 16, we notice first David’s 

preparation for thanksgiving. 
 

I. DAVID’S PREPARATION FOR 

THANKSGIVING – vv. 1-6 
 

We learn from vv. 1-3 the arrangements he made. 
 

A. The Arrangements He Made – vv. 1-3 
 

After the ark was safely placed in the tent that  

David had made specifically to house the place of 

God’s presence, two things happened. The first is 

that they worshipped through sacrifices. 
 

1. The people worshipped through sacrifices – 

v. 1 

You can be sure that it was a solemn occasion. 

While I’m sure there was a lot of excitement among 

the people, I also believe there was a quiet and holy 

hush through the throng of people as the ark rested 

in the tent. Maybe there was a trumpet blast or a 

drum roll while it was being carried into the tent 

and then silence when it was put down. Afterward, I 

imagine a thunderous shout of praise. That’s how I 

picture it, but Scripture is silent on the matter. But 

one thing it does tell us is that when the ark was set 

inside the tent, both burnt and fellowship offerings 

were made. 
 

a. The burnt offering 

The first recorded burnt offering made was in 

Genesis 8 when Noah offered a burnt sacrifice after 

the flood. In Genesis 22 Abraham was ordered to 

offer Isaac as a burnt offering.  
 

The Hebrew word for “burnt offering” means to 

“ascend” or literally to “go up in smoke.” 

Leviticus 1:9 says the smoke of the sacrifice 

ascended up to God as “a soothing aroma to the 

Lord.” When an animal was offered, everything 

was consumed by fire except the hide, which had 

been removed prior to the sacrifice. The offering 

was an effort to renew the relationship between 

Holy God and sinful man. When the law was given, 

there were specific types of burnt offerings and 

what each symbolized. The law also specified when 

burnt sacrifices were to be offered. 
 

Ultimately, the burnt offering was fulfilled in Jesus’ 

sacrifice on the cross atoning once for all for our 

sins restoring our relationship with God. 
 

Then there was the peace or fellowship offering. 
 

b. The peace/fellowship offering 

Let’s say you had an argument with your spouse on  

your way out the door in the morning. During the 

day as you think more about it you feel really bad. 
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To make up you stop at the local florist and buy her 

some flowers. Those flowers serve as a peace 

offering. That’s what is meant here. The peace 

offering was a propitiatory or conciliatory gift. 

Propitiatory means that the gift is intended to make 

someone pleased or less angry by giving or saying 

something that is desired. Conciliatory means that 

the gift is intended to pacify, to smooth things over.  
 

Leviticus 7:11-21 says that a peace offering was a 

voluntary sacrifice given on three different 

occasions or for three different reasons.  

It was a freewill offering given as a way to say 

thank you to God for His spontaneous generosity. 

By it you gave God praise for His goodness. 
 

A second reason for giving a peace offering was 

when a vow was fulfilled. When Hannah took 

Samuel to be dropped off at the Tabernacle, she 

gave a peace offering because she was fulfilling her 

vow to the Lord that the child would be dedicated to 

serve the Lord all his days. 
 

The third reason for a peace offering was when God 

delivered from a very frightful situation. 
 

The peace offering was a way to thank God for His 

goodness, provision, and protection.  
 

They worshipped God by offering sacrifices. 

The next thing David did was to bless the people. 
 

2. The people were blessed – vv. 2-3 

A blessing was a way of bestowing prosperity or 

happiness on someone else. In this case David 

blessed the people in the name of the Lord meaning 

that he was asking for God’s hand to be on them 

and provide for them. We see this kind of blessing 

in Numbers 6:24-26 “The Lord bless you and 

keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon 

you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn His 

face toward you and give you peace.” 

It was a blessing of acceptance and favor.  
 

David wanted God to look over Israel with His 

favor and provision, that their well-being would be 

His priority. He then gave them each some food. 

David made arrangements for their thanksgiving. 

He then made appointments for thanksgiving. 

B. The Appointments He Made – vv. 4-6 
 

Thanksgiving was to be articulated by an 

invocation. 
 

1. Thanksgiving was to be articulated by an 

invocation – v. 4 

David appointed some of the Levites to attend to the 

ark and their sole responsibility was to petition, give 

thanks, and give praise to the Lord. Keep in mind 

that the ark was the symbol of God’s presence.  

When there was a need on behalf of the kingdom, 

they were to petition God. 

When there was an answer to prayer, they were to 

give Him thanks.  

When they thought about God’s character, they 

were to give Him praise. 
 

It reminds me of the four living creatures in 

Revelation 4 who are around the throne where God 

sits. Day and night it says they never stop saying: 

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 

who was, and is, and is to come.” It then says that 

whenever these four living creatures declare God’s 

holiness, 24 elders, also around the throne, fall 

down before Him and worship Him saying: “You 

are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory 

and honor and power, for You created all things, 

and by Your will they were created and have 

their being.” (Revelation 4:8-11) 
 

When we take time to reflect on the character and 

provision of God, it should be our delight to pause 

and give Him thanks and praise and with all 

creation to declare His glory. These Levites had the 

joy of leading in praise.  
 

David’s preparation not only included an 

articulation of thanksgiving, his preparation 

included thanksgiving that was accompanied by 

instruments. 
 

2. Thanksgiving was to be accompanied by 

instruments – vv. 5-6 

Musicians were appointed to accompany those 

offering praise. Cymbals, lyres, harps and trumpets 

were all incorporated in this anthem of thanksgiving 

to God. They represent various musical groups like  
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strings, woodwinds, brass and percussion. 
 

We have been led in thanksgiving through various 

instruments like piano, organ, harp, harmonica, 

trombone, saxophone, violin and guitar. The book 

of Psalms ends with this word of admonition: 

“Praise the Lord. Praise God in His sanctuary; 

praise Him in His mighty heavens. Praise Him 

for His acts of power; praise Him for His 

surpassing greatness. Praise Him with the 

sounding of the trumpet, praise Him with the 

harp and lyre, praise Him with tambourine and 

dancing, praise Him with strings and flute, 

praise Him with the clash of cymbals, praise Him 

with resounding cymbals. Let everything that 

has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord.” 

(Psalm 150:1-6) 
 

Elaine mentioned this past week at our business 

meeting that if anyone has some musical talent, step 

forward and use it to bring thanksgiving to God. 
 

David made preparation for thanksgiving. Let’s 

prepare our hearts to do the same. 

Next, we see David’s praise of thanksgiving. 
 

II. DAVID’S PRAISE OF THANKSGIVING – 

vv. 7-36 
 

We read in verse 7 that David prepared a special 

song of thanksgiving for the occasion. As I said at 

the beginning, this is a compilation of three psalms 

combined to embody all that God is and what we 

are to give Him praise for. 
 

This is a doxology. A doxology is simply a hymn of 

praise to God. I know it’s lengthy, but follow along 

as I read it. 

I Chronicles 16:8-36 
 

The first thing we notice from verse 8 is that David 

tells us we have a praise-worthy God. 
 

A. We Have A Praise-worthy God – v. 8 
 

Thinking about what we just read, our response 

should be a song of thanksgiving, a doxology.  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

CCLI1292471 
 

We sing another doxology at Christmas in the 

refrain of Angels We Have Heard on High. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

That’s Latin for glory to God in the highest. 
 

Or how about this more modern doxology from Don 

Moen: 

Worthy, You are worthy; 

King of kings, Lord of lords, You are worthy. 

Worthy, You are worthy; 

King of kings, Lord of lords, I worship You. 

CCLI1292471 
 

We looked at Revelation 4 that tells us God is 

worthy of our praise and thanksgiving. The Psalms 

of course, are filled with thanksgiving. Chapters we 

should routinely read are Psalm 145-150. Each one 

begins with “Praise the Lord”. In the Hebrew it’s 

the word hallelujah.  

Hillel is the word for praise. It means to extol or 

raise up the greatness or excellence of a person, 

object or event. In this case we are to lift up the 

name or person of God because of who He is. 
 

Jah is the shortened word for YHWH (Yahweh). 

Combining the two means we lift up the name of 

our covenant-keeping God. He is a praise-worthy 

God. 
 

David also points out that we have a personal God. 
 

B. We Have A Personal God – v. 14 

“He is the Lord our God.” 
 

From verses like Isaiah 41:10 and Psalm 23:4 we 

come to understand that God is with us no matter 

where we find ourselves. He walked and talked with 

Adam and Eve. In different ways, God met and 

spoke with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He spoke to 

Moses and showed Himself to Elijah. He met 

Joshua before the conquest of the Promised Land. 

God reveals Himself to be personal, desiring to be 

known by any who seek after Him. 



5 

Fellowship Bible Church 11/6/2022 Pastor Howie Wideman 

Jeremiah 29:13-14 “‘You will seek Me and find 

Me when you seek Me with all your heart. I will 

be found by you,’ declares the Lord.” 
 

He also shows that He is a personal God when He 

says just a couple chapters later: “The Lord 

appeared to us in the past, saying: ‘I have loved 

you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you 

with loving-kindness.’” (Jeremiah 31:3) 
 

God desires to have a personal relationship with 

each of us and to demonstrate that desire He came 

down to live among us in the person of Jesus that 

through Him we could have a personal relationship 

with Him through faith. 
 

We have a personal God. 
 

Third, David shows us in this song of thanksgiving 

that we have a promise-keeping God. 
 

C. We Have A Promise-keeping God – vv. 15-18 
 

Never forget that God keeps His Word. Always! 

In Deuteronomy 7:9 we read that God is faithful. 

In Lamentations 3:24 we read that God’s 

faithfulness is great. 

Psalm 89:34 “My covenant I will not violate, 

Nor will I alter the utterance of My lips.” 
 

Malachi 3:6 “I the Lord do not change.” 
 

Numbers 23:19 “God is not a man, that He 

should lie, nor a son of man, that He should 

change His mind. Does He speak and then not 

act? Does He promise and not fulfill?” 
 

These and other verses speak to the integrity of 

God’s unchangeable nature. He keeps His promises. 
 

When we sing the hymn Great is Thy Faithfulness, 

we repeat that God does not change.  

He does not change in His character.  

He does not change in His faithfulness. 

He does not change in His power. 

He does not change His promises. 
 

When it says that He keeps His covenant for a 

thousand generations, that means He won’t ever go 

back on His word. His covenant with man is an 

agreement between Himself and man by which 

God, who cannot lie, promises certain things to 

man. Man on the other hand, agrees to obey the 

conditions God sets forth in order for the covenant 

to remain intact.  
 

David offers thanksgiving for the promise-keeping 

God as he looks to the past, considers the same 

thing about God to be true in the present and will be 

the same about Him forever. He never forgets what 

He has promised. II Peter 1:4 reminds us that His 

promises are very great and precious. Something 

that is precious is of great value. Because He is a 

promise keeper, He deserves our thanksgiving. 
 

Then, David offers thanksgiving because we have a 

powerful God. 
 

D. We Have A Powerful God – vv. 25-27 
 

Where do we begin to speak about the power of 

God? 

From Genesis 1 and Hebrews 11:3 we see the 

power of God when He spoke and brought into 

existence everything from nothing, creating the 

universe at His command. 

In Genesis God told Sarah that nothing was 

impossible with Him. 

In Exodus He parted the Red Sea for Israel to cross 

but then drowned an entire army.  

In Luke when Mary questioned how she would have 

a child since she was a virgin, Gabriel told her that 

nothing was impossible for God. 
 

I Chronicles 29:11 “Yours, O Lord, is the 

greatness and the power and the glory and the 

majesty and the splendor, for everything in 

heaven and earth is Yours. Yours, O Lord, is the 

kingdom; You are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from You; You are the 

ruler of all things. In Your hands are strength 

and power to exalt and give strength to all.” 

Solomon ends with a word of thanksgiving: “Now, 

our God, we give You thanks, and praise Your 

glorious name.” 
 

God is powerful and deserves our thanksgiving. 

Next, David says we have a perfect God. 
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E. We Have A Perfect God – v. 29 
 

We mentioned this when we spoke about having a 

praise-worthy God, so, let me just say this: if God 

isn’t perfect, there is no way that He can make us 

perfect. If God isn’t perfect and holy, there isn’t 

anything about His character or His promises that 

we can depend on. If God isn’t holy, He can never 

make us holy. Because He is perfect, we are to 

ascribe Him glory that is due to Him. Ascribe 

simply means to assign or attribute or regard as 

belonging to someone. Splendor speaks of brilliance 

or magnificence and thanksgiving belongs to Him 

alone because He is a perfect God and we are to 

attribute thanksgiving to Him. 
 

Then, David speaks about having a passionate God. 
 

F. We Have A Passionate God – v. 34 
 

Your translation may have the word “mercy” or 

“love”. It refers to the same thing. We spoke briefly 

about His love for us when considered that God is 

personal. His mercy stems from His love. It’s the 

same mercy/love that we see in Lamentations 3:23 

where we find that it is out of His mercy that we are 

consumed by His wrath. It is the same mercy and 

not love that doesn’t want any to perish but that all 

would be saved (II Peter 3:9). It is the same love 

that sent Jesus to die for the world (John 3:16). 

Without His love and mercy we would be doomed 

to an eternity separated from Him and so we sing:  

How deep the Father’s love for us, 

How vast beyond all measure, 

That He should give His only Son, 

To make a wretch His treasure. 

CCLI1292471 
 

We have a landfill not far from us and I can’t 

imagine going there and digging through the trash 

to find something of value, but that’s what God did. 

When we think about all He did to procure for us 

what we do not deserve, we should offer our 

thanksgiving. He is a passionate God. 
 

David also reminds us in these verses that we have a 

God who provides and a God who protects, but I 

want to mention just one more to be thankful for.  

We have a permanent God. 
 

G. We Have A Permanent God – v. 36 
 

In Deuteronomy 33:27 God is called “eternal.” 

In Isaiah 40:28 He is called “everlasting.” 

Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1 both open with an 

affirmation of the eternal nature of God. That He is 

permanent simply means He exists endlessly. He 

had no beginning and has no ending. With respect 

to our sense of time, backward and forward it is the 

same for God. In his book Basic Theology, Charles 

Ryrie states that God “is endlessly self-existent.” 

Psalm 90:2 “From everlasting to everlasting You 

are God.” 

In the Hebrew it is the name El Olam and means 

eternal God. It is the name Abraham used in 

Genesis 21:33 when he called on the Lord. 
 

The comfort we gain is in the confidence that God 

has never nor will He ever cease to exist. He is the 

same yesterday, today and forever.  
 

When it comes to who God is and what He has 

done, a thanksgiving of praise to Him is appropriate 
 

Let me close with one final thought from the 

closing verses. Here we see the perpetuation of 

David’s thanksgiving. 
 

III. THE PERPETUATION OF DAVID’S 

THANKSGIVING – vv. 37-43 
 

A. There Is Praise in the Tent – vv. 37-38 

B. There Is Praise in the Tabernacle – vv. 39-43 
 

David wanted thanksgiving to continue in both 

places. In Jerusalem David put the ark in a tent and 

he put Levites in charge of ensuring praise would 

continue. Asaph was the Levite in charge, with 

Abiathar as the priest. Zadok was the priest over the 

tabernacle still at Gibeon where the ark had been. It 

was there that regular burnt offerings were still to 

be made. It was at Gibeon that Solomon went to 

worship God before the Temple was built. 

Thanksgiving was to be perpetual, lasting forever. 

So when it comes to who God is and what He has 

done for me, what do I have to complain about? I 

should be filled with ongoing thanksgiving. 


