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Our Clarity In Witnessing 

Colossians 4:2-6; Ephesians 6:19-20 
 

What does it take to be a good communicator? The 

dictionary defines communication simply as the 

exchange of information. It can be done verbally 

through written or spoken words. It can be done 

non-verbally through signs, gestures, and body 

language. There are any number of factors that can 

determine whether communication is effective or 

ineffective. 

Choice of words 

Tone 

Temperament 

Environment 

Mood 

Topic 

Receptivity 
 

Of course, we know that communication requires 

two people – a sender and a receiver. In my college 

speech class, we spent a couple of weeks just 

talking about that aspect of communication. To 

show how challenging communication can be, here 

are a few selected bloopers from actual bulletins.  

The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to 

make calls on people who are not afflicted with any 

church. 
 

Evening massage – 6 p.m. 
 

The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the 

delight of the audience. 
 

The pastor will preach his farewell message, after 

which the choir will sing, “Break Forth Into Joy.” 
 

Eight new choir robes are currently needed, due to 

the addition of several new members and to the 

deterioration of several others. 
 

The peace-making meeting scheduled for today has 

been canceled due to a conflict. 
 

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It is a good 

chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping 

around the house. Bring your husbands. 
 

When you think about your style of communication, 

would you describe yourself as a good 

communicator?  

That was Paul’s desire so much so that he asked 

people to pray that he would effectively 

communicate the gospel to those he spoke with. We 

read about it in two of the passages we will consider 

today found in Colossians 4 and Ephesians 6. 
 

In our series on witnessing, we have considered 

topics related to sharing the gospel. 

Our commission for witnessing 

Our capability for witnessing 

Our courage for witnessing 

Our commitment for witnessing 

Our character for witnessing 

The focus of our missions conference was on our 

partnership in the harvest. 

Last week Pastor Jim spoke from Isaiah 6 with the 

need to look upward, inward and outward as we 

consider the responsibility of accepting the call in 

answer to the question “who will go?” Isaiah’s 

response was “Here I am, send me.” 

Today we will look at our clarity in witnessing. 

Next week we will close out this series with a look 

at our challenge in witnessing. 
 

The aim was to help us better understand and equip 

us for effectively sharing the gospel. A couple of 

people have asked about a class on witnessing, so 

Pastor Jim and I are working on a plan aiming for 

the first of the year. This isn’t just for first timers. 

You may need a refresher. Even if you learned 

some other method before, it’s a good idea to have 

something else in your witnessing utility belt. Paul 

used different methods in presenting the gospel 

depending on who he was talking to. He used a 

different approach when talking to the philosophers 

in Athens, than he used with the Philippian jailer 

and King Agrippa and Lydia. Regardless of the 

method, he wanted clarity in his presentation. 
 

What, then, does our text teach us about our clarity 

in witnessing? 
 

First of all, we need to see the power for our 

witnessing. 
 

I. THE POWER FOR OUR WITNESSING 

Colossians 4:2-3; Ephesians 6:19 
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Your car needs power or you will go nowhere.  

Your stove needs power or your dinner will remain 

uncooked. 

Your computer needs power so you can write a 

report, send an email, or check your bank balance. 

Hospitals need power to perform operations and run 

medical equipment. 

A gas station needs power to run the pumps so you 

can put gas in your vehicle. 
 

A few weeks ago, we talked about our capability 

through the indwelling, empowering Holy Spirit 

who helps us in our witnessing. He is our power in 

witnessing. Along with that Paul mentions here the 

importance and the power of prayer for witnessing.  
 

Think for a moment about examples in Scripture 

where the power of prayer was evident. 

Elijah prayed and it didn’t rain for 3 ½ years, after 

which he prayed again and it started to rain. 
 

Elisha prayed, Jesus prayed, Peter prayed and 

someone who was dead came back to life. 
 

Joshua prayed and the sun stood still. 
 

Jehoshaphat prayed and the Assyrian army was 

soundly defeated. 
 

Esther prayed and her people were spared from 

destruction. 
 

Daniel prayed and he was kept from vicious lions. 
 

A church prayed and Peter was miraculously 

released from prison. 
 

Too often I fear that my prayers are feeble and 

anemic, limiting what the power of God can do.  
 

Recently I came to the conclusion that I have been 

approaching something for which I have been 

praying in the wrong way. I have been praying 

about a change in the situation. What I realized is 

that I should be praying that the power of the 

Almighty God would be unleashed. It’s the same 

power that when God spoke He brought everything 

into existence from nothing. 

It's the same power that raised the dead, healed the 

sick, the lame, the deaf, the mute. 

It’s the same power that parted the Red Sea, 

destroyed armies and gave manna to the Israelites 

every day for 40 years. 

James 4:16 “the prayer of a righteous man is  

powerful and effective.” 
 

Ephesians 3:20 “Now to Him who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to His power that is at work within 

us.” 

Verse 21 gives us the reason He does that – so all 

the glory can be given to Him. 
 

One day God spoke to a man in a winepress 

winnowing wheat out of fear of the marauding 

bands of Midianites. God instructed Gideon to 

assemble an army. 32,000 men showed up. God told 

him it was too many. At this point Gideon must 

have been wondering how an army of 32,000 was 

too many compared to the hordes of the Midianite 

army. Anyone who was afraid was to be dismissed. 

22,000 men walked away.  
 

Do you remember when Jesus fed the 5,000 which 

actually could have been closer to 20,000 when you 

add up women and children. Jesus told the disciples 

to feed them. They complained that there was not a 

Kroger store nearby to buy food and besides it 

would have taken half a year’s wages just to buy 

enough Happy meals to feed everyone. Andrew 

found a little boy with a sack lunch. Even he 

wondered what good that would do among so many. 
 

Maybe that’s how Gideon felt when 20,000 broke 

camp and went home leaving only 10,000 men. But 

then God said even that was too many. He was 

instructed to take them down to the river for a drink 

of water. They probably thought it was time to take 

5, but God used it to sort out those who would 

remain and those who would also be sent home. He 

was left with an army of three hundred. Here’s what 

God said: “With the three hundred men that 

lapped I will save you and give the Midianites 

into your hands.” (Judges 7:7) 
 

All of it was to make no mistake that God was the 

one who did it and not Gideon or his army. That’s 

how prayer works. Seeing God do it so that He gets 
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the glory and that’s how it is in witnessing as well. 

Yes, God uses us to deliver the message, but let’s 

not make any mistake in thinking someone is saved 

by our doing. It’s all God. Some plant the seed, 

some water the seed, but God makes it grow           

(I Corinthians 3:7-8). And prayer is a powerful 

weapon in that process. 
 

That’s kind of the long way around the barn to help 

us see that prayer is the power for witnessing and 

Paul asked for it. And let me say that if Paul needed 

prayer for witnessing, then we sure do as well. 
 

Where is the power for prayer? Paul gives us four 

keys of how prayer works in witnessing. First, we 

are to be devoted in prayer. 
 

A. We Are to Be Devoted in Prayer 
 

The word “devoted” literally means to persist or 

continue in. The dictionary defines it as being 

dedicated or consecrated. When someone is devoted 

to someone or something else, they apply 

themselves with all seriousness or earnestness as if 

making a vow. In other words, you don’t get 

distracted by other things. There is a singular focus 

or commitment that doesn’t allow other things to 

keep us from pursuing that one goal.   
 

When it comes to being devoted to prayer, we stick 

to it. It’s not half-hearted, inconsistent, or 

inconvenient. Prayer is as necessary to our spiritual 

walk as air is to life. 
 

Walwoord/Zuck state that “Prayer is not a spiritual 

luxury, it is essential for growth. It is vital to one’s 

spiritual health as breathing is to one’s physical 

health.” 
 

In writing to the Thessalonians, Paul says that our 

prayer should be without ceasing (I Thessalonians 

5:17), meaning that throughout the day there should 

be a God consciousness that exists so that whatever 

the circumstances that come our way, we are in the 

habit or mode of praying. When there is something 

for which you are thankful, you pause and offer 

praise. When there is something that is troubling, 

you pause and bring that petition to the Lord. 
 

Similarly, Paul writes to the church in Rome and 

encourages them to continue diligently in prayer 

(Romans 12:12). The NIV says to be “faithful in 

prayer.” In other words, we are to pray not just in 

hard times, but also in good times or at all times. 

You would think it would be turned around where 

we pray more in the good times than in the bad, but 

we actually pray more in hard times and not so 

much when then are going well. 
 

Prayer needs to be continual not casual. Prayer is 

not the least we can do. When it comes to our 

witness or when praying for others in their witness 

we need to faithfully continue in prayer. 
 

John MacArthur writes “Prayer is the most 

important speech we can utter. Prayer is the strength 

of the believer’s fellowship with the Lord and the 

source of His power against Satan and his angels. 

True prayer involves struggling and grappling with 

God, proving to Him the deepest concern of one’s 

heart. Such prayer gives a holy boldness to pray 

forcefully when convinced of God’s will.” 
 

II Peter 3:9 says it God’s will that all be saved. Do 

we faithfully and continually pray with that in mind 

when we pray about witnessing to a friend or family 

member who is without Christ? Power in prayer 

comes from being devoted to it, continuing in it. 
 

Second, we find power by being watchful in prayer. 
 

B. We Are to Be Watchful in Prayer 
 

We watch TV. We watch a sporting event. The 

word watch in those instances refers merely to 

inactive participation. It’s mostly for entertainment 

or to support someone we know who is playing. 
 

We have two Irish Field Setters. They are bred to 

hunt. It is fun to watch them stalk in the backyard. 

Whether it is a bird, squirrel, rabbit or groundhog, 

they get fixated on that object and set their gaze on 

it alone. Nothing else around them distracts from 

their focus.  
 

Being watchful is more than just being awake or 

looking at something casually. It means to be alert. 

It can refer to being alert to spiritual sleepiness 
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caused by the distractions of the world system that 

would want to pull our attention away from the 

Lord. It can refer to being alert to the cunning 

schemes of the devil who would want us to take our 

gaze off the Lord and obeying His Word. He can 

even use things that in and of themselves are good 

things but can become a distraction for us.  
 

It's in a tense that means to keep on watching and be 

ready to take action at a moment’s notice, don’t 

stop. Jesus told the disciples to watch and pray so 

they wouldn’t fall into temptation (Mark 14:38). 
 

Nehemiah 4:9 “Nevertheless, we made our 

prayer unto our God, and set a watch against 

them day and night, because of them.” 
 

Nehemiah and the Israelites in Jerusalem began the 

task of rebuilding the wall around the city. 

Antagonists threatened the work and even talked of 

attacking them so they would stop. So Nehemiah 

prayed, but they also set a watch to warn if the 

enemy tried to surprise them. 
 

One of the things that Paul is going to ask his 

readers to pray about that we will see in a moment 

is prayer for opportunities to share the gospel. That 

should be part of our watchfulness in prayer, that 

we look for occasions that may come recognizing 

they are times to boldly share. We find power in 

prayer when we are watchful. 
 

The third thing Paul mentions that brings power in 

prayer is to be thankful. 
 

C. We Are to Be Thankful in Prayer 
 

Paul says in Romans 1 that one of the things absent 

in those who were given to the perpetuation of their 

sin is an unthankful hearth: Verse 21 says 

“although they knew God, they neither glorified 

Him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but their 

thinking became futile and their foolish hearts 

were darkened.” 
 

According to Philippians 4:6, thankfulness is 

something that Paul insists should accompany our 

prayers to God. In that verse, we find that 

thanksgiving is an antidote for anxiety. 

Most of the time when Paul wrote to a church, he 

included a prayer of thanksgiving for something 

about them for which he was thankful. As he writes 

to the Colossians, he says that we should have a 

grateful heart and give thanks to God (Colossians 

3:16-17). I will even go so far as to say that a 

prayer that is thankless is powerless.  
 

Do we offer thanksgiving when we hear about 

someone sharing their faith, that someone else has 

had the opportunity to hear the good news?  
 

Pastor Jim shared Wednesday night about the 

upcoming CEF Christmas club parties that will be 

going on around the world. Last year he said in the 

Middle East some 8 million children heard the 

message of Jesus. This year they are hoping to reach 

the hearts of 10 million children with the gospel. Do 

we pause to give thanks that God’s Word is being 

shared with lives who will be impacted for eternity  

with the message of everlasting hope? 

Giving thanks in our prayers is a powerful part of 

our witnessing.  
 

Paul gives us one more important thought about 

prayer.  

We are to be devoted in prayer. 

We are to be watchful in prayer. 

We are to be thankful in prayer. 

We are to be purposeful in prayer. 
 

D. We Are to Be Purposeful in Prayer 

Colossians 4:3; Ephesians 6:19 
 

In Colossians 4:3 Paul asks specifically for 

convenience in sharing the gospel. He wants an 

open door. He wants opportunities. 
 

In Ephesians 6:19 Paul asks for two additional 

requests. He wants clarity and he wants courage. 

He wants the ability to speak the gospel clearly and 

he wants the boldness to speak it when the 

opportunity arises. Do we have a clear 

understanding of the gospel so that we can share it? 

Do we understand why Jesus died? 

Do we understand why He was buried? 

Do we understand why He had to rise again? 
 

We need to pray for all three. We can pray for  
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opportunity but when it comes not have either a 

clear message or the courage to share it even if we 

have the gospel presentation down cold. 
 

We can have a clear message and even the courage 

but if we don’t pray for opportunity, we’ll never 

share the gospel. 
 

I had a friend who grew up Catholic but heard the 

gospel and got saved. He and his wife left the 

Catholic church to join a church where they could 

grow in their faith. They had a friend who was also 

Catholic and got saved but chose to stay in the 

Catholic church because it was a wide-open mission 

field to share the gospel. 
 

If you pay attention to the announcement slides, 

each week Pastor Jim includes a one another slide.  

Love one another. 

Pray for one another. 

Encourage one another. 

Today pray for one another to have opportunities to 

share the gospel. Pray for one another to have 

clarity when sharing the gospel. Pray for one 

another to have courage when sharing the gospel. 
 

Paul had specific requests he asked prayer for so 

that he could experience the power through prayer 

to witness for Christ.  
 

The second thing I notice from our passage is the 

place of our witnessing. 
 

II. THE PLACE OF OUR WITNESSING 

Colossians 4:2-6 “Devote yourselves to prayer, 

being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, 

too, that God may open a door for our message, 

so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, 

for which I am in chains. Pray that I may 

proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the 

way you act toward outsiders; make the most of 

every opportunity. Let your conversation be 

always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that 

you may know how to answer everyone.” 
 

Ephesians 6:19-20 “Pray also for me, that 

whenever I open my mouth, words may be given 

me so that I will fearlessly make known the 

mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 

ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it 

fearlessly, as I should.” 
 

Did you notice the whenever, the wherever, and the 

whomever in these verses? 

“Whenever I open my mouth to make known the 

mystery of the gospel.” 
 

In both passages Paul says he wants to speak the 

gospel as he should. That phrase “as I should” 

refers to the obligation he had to proclaim the 

message of Christ. In Romans 1:14-15 he said that 

he was obligated to the Greeks and non-Greeks, the 

wise and the foolish and was eager to preach the 

gospel in Rome.  
 

In I Corinthians 9:16 Paul said he was compelled 

to preach the gospel and further stated “Woe to me 

if I don’t preach the gospel.” 
 

Because Paul had experienced such grace and 

forgiveness in receiving the gospel, as we all are, he 

couldn’t help but tell others. It wasn’t just his duty, 

commissioned and compelled by the Lord, it was 

his joy and delight. The Message reads that if he 

didn’t preach the gospel, he was doomed, the 

weight of not sharing it would be too much to bear. 
 

Wherever he was, whenever he had the opportunity, 

and whomever he was with, he asked prayer that he 

would clearly and courageously preach the gospel. 
 

May that be our prayer. 

May that be our heart. 

May that be our desire. 

Who in our circle of relationships are the ones who 

would be considered “those without”, those who are 

not yet a believer, those who need to hear the 

gospel? 
 

There is no lack of opportunities to share the gospel. 

They abound. 

There is no lack of people to share the gospel with. 

But there is a lack of time. The days before the 

Lord’s return are growing shorter. His return is 

closer today than it was yesterday.  
 

Seize the day was a term first coined by the Roman  

poet Horace more than 2,000 years ago. It is one of  
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the oldest philosophical mottos in Western history. 

That should be our motto when it comes to sharing 

the gospel. There is no lack of the whenever or the 

wherever, and even though there is no lack of the 

whoever, we don’t know how long there is for them 

or us. Today may be their last day. Today may be 

our last day. How important it is then to seize the 

day, seize the moment, because we may not get 

another opportunity for the place of our witness. 
 

And that brings us to our closing point. 

We have considered both the power for our witness 

and the place of our witness, let’s end with talking 

about the proclamation of our witnessing. 
 

III. THE PROCLAMATION OF OUR 

WITNESSING 
 

For our witness to have clarity we need three things.  

Without these three things we may be able to 

articulate the message of salvation, we may even 

have the courage to proclaim that message, and 

seize the opportunities to speak the message, but it 

will fall on deaf ears. 

We need to witness with clarity through our conduct 

We need to witness with clarity through our 

conversation 

We need to witness with clarity through our 

circumstances 
 

A. We Need to Witness With Clarity Through 

Our Conduct 
 

Notice what Paul says in Colossians 4:5: “be wise 

in the way you act toward outsiders.” 
 

How we live says just as much or perhaps even 

more than what we say. Do our actions line up with 

what we say we believe? If they don’t it sends 

mixed messages. While it’s a mark of a deacon in 

the church, it should be something we all aspire to 

when Paul says in I Timothy 3:7 that we should 

have a good reputation with outsiders referring to 

non-Christians.  
 

Daniel was like that. Of what we know about him, 

it’s hard to imagine there were people who didn’t 

like him. To them he was nothing more than a 

goody two shoes. His stellar reputation cast a bad 

light on them and so they wanted to put him in his 

place, dig up some dirt, create some scandal. So 

they tried and tried to find something they could 

accuse him of. He arrived at work on time and 

never left early. His breaks and lunch hour were like 

clockwork. He never took any office supplies home, 

cheated on his income tax, or tried to shortchange 

someone when making purchases. He was above 

reproach. He had a good reputation. 
 

What would others say about our reputation? Does 

it reflect the character of Christ? People are 

watching. Our conduct is a witness. Opportunity not 

only speaks to looking for an open door to share the 

gospel, but it can also refer to the opportunities to 

choose whether or not we will reflect the character 

of Christ because in those moments, the world is 

watching how we act. The world is watching how 

we treat other Christians. 
 

John 13:34-35 says that when Christians 

demonstrate Christ’s love to each other, the unsaved 

recognize a difference in us that compels them to 

wonder why. People see Christ through our 

conduct. “A new commandment I give to you, 

that you love one another; as I have loved you, 

that you also love one another. By this all men 

will know that you are My disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” 
 

Does our character show that we are Christ’s 

disciples? 
 

Francis Schaeffer once said “Jesus gives the world 

the right to judge whether you and I are born-again 

Christians based on our observable love toward all 

Christians.” 
 

It stands to reason then if they see us not treating 

one another in love, they may assume we are not a 

follower of Christ. Our conduct is a witness. Is there 

clarity from our conduct that compels them to ask 

about our faith or gives us the platform to speak 

about our faith? 
 

Paul wrote “Our gospel came to you not simply  

with words, but also with power, with the Holy  

Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how  
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we lived among you for your sakes.”                    

(I Thessalonians 1:5) His conduct was clear and if 

we are going to be a good witness our conduct must 

be clear as well. But that’s not all. Another aspect to 

clarity in witnessing is in our conversation. 
 

B. We Need to Witness With Clarity Through 

Our Conversation 
 

In Ephesians 6:19, Paul wanted prayer for the right 

words. 

In Colossians 4:4, he wanted prayer to clearly share 

the gospel. 

In verse 6 he wanted his words to be like salt, 

seasoned with grace. Yes, we need to know the 

gospel, to share the gospel effectively, but our 

general conversation needs to reflect Christ-like 

values. It speaks of having conversation that is 

wholesome. Both Ephesians 4:29 and Colossians 

3:8 tells us that we shouldn’t allow any filthy or 

corrupt speech to come out of our mouths.  
 

When we are hanging out around the water cooler at 

work or around the locker at school, do we talk like 

everyone else or are our words wholesome? 

When we’re chatting over the fence with our 

neighbor is our speech any different than theirs? 

Do we repeat the crude jokes we hear or engage in 

their gossip? Our conversation matters if we want to 

have clarity in our witness. Grace in speech rules 

out harshness, undue criticism, lying, gossip, and 

unkind words.  
 

In Luke 4:22 we read of Jesus “All spoke well of 

Him and were amazed at the gracious words that 

came from His lips.” 
 

Pray Psalm 141:3 “Set a guard over my mouth, O 

Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips.” 
 

Pray that those words may be spoken of us as we  

endeavor to witness with clarity through our 

conversation. Let our words be clear. 

I Corinthians 2:1-5 
 

Paul gives us one final thought when it comes to the 

clarity of our witness. 

C. We Need to Witness With Clarity Through 

Our Circumstances 

 

In both passages Paul refers to being in chains for 

the sake of the gospel. He was in prison for 

preaching about Christ. Many of our brothers and 

sisters in Christ are in prison for the very same 

reason of boldly proclaiming Christ in spite of the 

consequences. We may never experience that, but 

our circumstances are still a witness to others. 

When we suffer for some reason, when we go 

through hardships and trials of some kind, those 

who are not believers in Christ look to see how we 

respond to those circumstances. Our response may 

be the reason someone accepts or rejects the gospel 

we proclaim. 
 

I have a hunch that if Paul and Silas had sat in their 

cell complaining that they were unjustly 

imprisoned, not given proper due process being 

Roman citizens, complained about their unfair 

treatment and how rotten the food was instead of 

singing praise, when the earthquake shook the 

foundations of the prison so that the doors flew 

open and the chains fell off, the jailer would not 

have asked them what he had to do to be saved. 
 

How we respond in our circumstances no matter 

how difficult they may be will provide clarity in our 

witnessing for Christ. Think about the Roman 

guards Paul got to witness to while in chains. 
 

I have shared this little poem in the past and it is 

fitting to do so now. It is a reminder that our 

conduct, conversation and circumstances all provide 

a context for the clarity of our witness. 
 

You’re writing a gospel a chapter each day, 

By the deeds that you do and the words that you  

say. 

Men read what you write, whether faithless or true. 

Say, what is the gospel according to you? 
 

Witnessing is not a matter of persuasiveness or 

verbal skills. Instead, it’s an overflow of our love 

for Christ, along with a great desire for others to 

know Him by inviting them to experience His love 

and forgiveness and for that we need clarity. 


