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A Promise For Persevering 

James 1:12 
 

In his book In the Eye of the Storm, Max Lucado 

shares the story of Chippie the Parakeet and 

explains that little Chippie never saw it coming. 

One second he was peacefully perched and chirping 

away in his cage and the next second he was sucked 

in, washed up, and blown over. 
 

It happened when Chippie’s owner decided to clean 

his cage with a vacuum cleaner. She removed the 

attachment from the end of the hose and stuck it in 

the cage. The phone rang. She’d barely said ‘hello’ 

when Chippie got sucked in. 
 

The bird owner gasped, put down the phone, turned 

off the vacuum, and opened the bag. There was 

Chippie – still alive, but stunned. 
 

Since the bird was covered with dust and soot, she 

grabbed him and raced to the bathroom, turned on 

the faucet, and held Chippie under the running 

water. Then, realizing that Chippie was soaked and 

shivering, she did what any compassionate bird 

owner would do…she reached for the hair dryer and 

blasted the pet with hot air. Poor Chippie never 

knew what hit him. 
 

A few days after the trauma, the reporter who’d 

initially written about the event contacted Chippie’s 

owner to see how the bird was recovering. ‘Well,’ 

she replied, ‘Chippie doesn’t sing much anymore – 

he just sits and stares.’ 
 

With some of the trials you have encountered, 

maybe you know how Chippie feels. You too, have 

been sucked in, washed up, and blown over. The 

experience has left you, well, without a song. Our 

passage for today has some encouraging words for 

all of us when we feel like we have been left in 

what seems to be the eternal spin cycle in the 

washing machine of life. 
 

We read in James 1:12 “Blessed is the man who 

perseveres under trial, because he has stood the 

test, he will receive the crown of life that God has  

promised to those who love Him.” 
 

Beginning in verse 2 we have been addressing the 

fact that we will face trials of many kinds. We have 

looked at various attitudes including how we should 

respond while in the middle of them. We are told to 

have pure joy in them and learned that it’s a 

command and not a suggestion. We also learned 

that the pure joy we are to have doesn’t come after 

the trial is over but is something we are to exhibit 

during the trial.  
 

We learned that these trials test to see how genuine 

our faith is and that they help our faith grow. 
 

John Eldredge in his book The Sacred Romance 

tells the story of a Scotsman living in the highlands 

of Scotland back in the 19th century. He decided to 

try out for the Olympic team as a discus thrower. 

He read up on the sport and even made his own 

discus. What he didn’t realize is that the 

competition discuss was made out of wood with a 

metal rim around the outside. He fashioned his 

discus entirely out of metal, four times the weight of 

a competition discus. He went out to the field and 

marked off the distance of the current record and 

began to practice. Every day he went out to the field 

and practiced, eventually throwing his discuss 

beyond the current record. He travelled to England 

to compete and found that the competition discus 

was like tossing a tea saucer besting the record by a 

considerable distance. No one could touch his 

distance for a long time.  
 

We can go through tremendous trials that seem like 

great burdens at the time, but those great burdens 

are what develop the muscles of our faith that help 

us through our trials. As much as it pains us, we 

need trials. Paul tells us about it in his second letter 

to the Corinthian church. 

II Corinthians 4:16-18 
 

Paul uses some contrasting words like light, 

momentary and temporary vs. eternal glory that 

outweighs them in the end. And that’s coming from 

a man who knew hardship. 
 

The momentary trial endured by that Olympian was 

worth the glory he received after the competition. 
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Something else we have learned in the trial is that 

we should ask for wisdom about how to handle the 

trial. Otherwise, there is the tendency to waiver, to 

be what James called double-minded and unstable. 

We might use the term wishy-washy. We cannot 

develop genuine and strong faith when we waiver. 
 

Last week we considered that regardless of being 

rich or poor our focus should be on what awaits us 

in eternity through Christ and rejoice in that because 

that is both eternal and secure. 
 

As we come to our passage today I would like to 

begin by noting another attitude for the person who 

perseveres in his or her trial. 
 

I. THE POSSESSION OF GLADNESS 

THROUGH THE TRIAL 
 

“Blessed or happy is the man who perseveres 

under trial.” 
 

The first thing I want you to note is his dilemma. 
 

A. His Dilemma Is Current 
 

In his dilemma we notice his condition. 
 

1. His condition is current 
 

James is speaking about a person who is right now 

under trial. The word is in the present tense. He’s in 

the middle of it. That he is under the trial suggests 

also that it’s something that has him weighed down, 

it’s pressing him down. It’s a heavy burden that he 

is carrying. We have already talked about any 

number of things this trial could be. Remember 

verse 2 says they are trials of many kinds. 

Emotional 

Physical 

Spiritual 

Mental 

They could be related to job, family, finances, or 

health, just to name a few. 

They are the things that can cause us to be anxious 

for which Paul encourages that when we face such 

obstacles we should not worry, but instead pray 

with thanksgiving so that God can settle our 

troubled minds and hearts regarding the  

trials by giving us His peace. (Philippians 4:6-7) 
 

In our current condition we can lose our song, but 

James also speaks about the person who is under 

trials of his constancy in the dilemma. 
 

2. His constancy is current 
 

Where his condition is current because he is under 

some trial, so is his constancy current. The person 

in the middle of the test sees beyond the adversity 

of the trial and understands its advantages. He 

knows there is a benefit in the long run and that’s 

why he perseveres and that’s why he is blessed. 
 

In the Greek the word persevere or endure is present 

active indicative. The present tense describes some 

action that is taking place right now. The active 

voice means that the verb’s subject, the man in the 

trial, is doing the acting and not being acted upon. 

And then the mood is indicative demonstrating that 

what’s happening is real.   
 

He is right now persevering in a trial that is really 

happening and in a moment we will see his attitude 

is one of joyfulness. He is enduring through the test. 
 

This may be where some of you are at right now. 

Are you enduring? That suggests the reality of the 

struggle, that it’s difficult. It’s like trying to run in 

the mud uphill, but you keep moving forward even 

though it’s a struggle. 
 

James tells us this person’s dilemma is current. But 

we also see in the opening of this verse that his 

disposition is clear. 
 

B. His Disposition Is Clear 
 

Notice his disposition.  

“Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial.” 
 

The Amplified Bible begins “Blessed (happy, to be 

envied) is the man who is patient under trial.” 
 

I’m not sure people envy someone going through a 

trial. And I know what you’re thinking, because 

I’ve been there too. How can a person be happy in 

trials? I’d rather wallow in my misery and let others 

join me. After all, misery loves company. 
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Instead, blessed or happy is the person who 

perseveres under trial. The opening psalm begins by 

telling us that the person who does not walk in the 

counsel of the ungodly or stand in the way of 

sinners or sit in the seat of mockers is happy. 
 

Jesus used the same word in Matthew 5 as He 

preached the Sermon on the Mount. 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit” 

"Blessed are those who mourn” 

“Blessed are the meek” 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after 

righteousness” 

“Blessed are the merciful” 

“Blessed are the pure in heart” 

“Blessed are the peacemakers” 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness” 

“Blessed are you when people insult you, 

persecute you and falsely accuse you because of 

Me” 

“Rejoice and be glad because your reward is 

great in heaven.” 
 

The word can be interpreted as happy, but the word 

conveys much more than just feeling pleasure or 

feeling fortunate or favored by circumstances. That 

kind of happiness is more like rainbows and blue 

skies. 

I am happy after I have had a good meal. 

I am happy when my team wins. 

I am not happy when I have to go out and shovel 

snow. 

I am not happy when they find something else 

wrong with my car and my repair cost is doubled. 

I am not happy when the belt breaks on the lawn 

tractor causing a delay in mowing the lawn. 

Those things all depend on circumstances. If they 

go well, I’m happy. If they don’t go well, I’m not 

happy. 
 

But James has something else in mind when he 

speaks of the man under trials being blessed or 

happy that isn’t contingent on circumstances. He 

means an inner quality of joy, a contentment in God 

not affected by outward circumstances. It’s the 

same idea conveyed by Paul when he wrote to  

“Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say  

rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4)  
 

The New Testament often uses this word to describe 

those who as far as outward circumstances are 

concerned appear not to be fortunate at all such as 

the poor, the hungry, the persecuted, the martyr, but 

who still exhibit an inner joyfulness and 

contentment in spite of the hardships they are 

facing. It’s a joy the world can’t take away because 

it is a joy that resides in the depths of the heart, 

developed by God and is exhibited no matter what 

the circumstances are the person is encountering. 

It’s a matter of choice. 
 

This person is blessed, happy, joyful because it 

flows out of faithfully following Christ recognizing 

that He is with us always (Matthew 28:20) and that 

whatever the path He takes us on there is nothing to 

fear because He is with us (Psalm 23:4). The closer 

we are to the Lord, the more blessed we are, the 

more joyful we are. It doesn’t matter the situation 

their cage isn’t rattled. That’s the result of a 

maturing faith. We all know people like that. There 

is a radiance about them that can’t be described. My 

Mom had that kind of blessed, joyful character in 

spite of her trials. 
 

Years ago there was a commercial that people 

wanted to be like Mike referring to Michael Jordan. 

I want to be like my Mom. 
 

This is the kind of character that can’t be sold in a 

bottle, it can’t be learned from reading books or 

attending seminars. It can only be developed in the 

pit of trials as faith matures by trusting the Lord. 

This happiness is not the carefree life of someone 

who knows little conflict or hardship. Paul tells us 

that it is developed in the inner man by the Holy 

Spirit (Galatians 5:22). It produces peace in the 

inner man and patient endurance in every situation. 
 

John MacArthur suggests that this kind of happiness 

“carries the idea of profound inner joy and 

satisfaction, a joy that can only come from the Lord 

relying on His power to faithfully and patiently 

endure and overcome trials.” 
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If there was anyone who really knew what it was to 

persevere in trials with joyfulness or happiness it 

was Paul. II Corinthians 11:23-33 
 

A blacksmith was once asked by an unbelieving 

friend why it was that after he had become a 

Christian it seemed like he began to have all kinds 

of problems. The friend continued by commenting 

that he thought that once someone got saved all 

their problems would disappear.  
 

The blacksmith pointed to a piece of iron and said it 

was for a carriage spring. He told his friend that he 

had been tempering the iron for some time. He 

noted that it gains elasticity through adding or 

absorbing carbon. He explained that it was done by 

heating it red-hot and then plunging it into cold 

water. This process of hot to cold must be done 

many times and at times beating it on the anvil with 

a hammer unmercifully. In trying to get the right 

piece of iron he found that some were too brittle and 

had to be tossed onto the scrap pile. 
 

He then explained to his friend that God saves us 

for more than just a good time. He puts the temper 

of Christ in us through trials.  
 

So are we willing to go through the tempering 

process of God that grows our faith and fits us for 

His service and be blessed in the process? 
 

Let’s remember that our affliction is momentary 

and has an eternal purpose that can produce inner 

happiness even in the trial. 
 

The person who courageously bears up under the 

trial is blessed. That person understands the purpose 

of the trial and keeps going. That person possesses 

gladness through the trial. 
 

Next is the proof of genuine faith from the trial. 
 

II. THE PROOF OF GENUINE FAITH FROM 

THE TRIAL 
 

“Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, 

because when he has stood the test.” 
 

So here in the trial we see his endurance is verified. 
 

A. His Endurance Is Verified 
 

“Stood the test” is a term used by an assayer. A 

miner would bring in a sample of the gold he had 

found and ask to determine its value. In other words 

he wanted to determine if it was genuine. He needed 

to have it approved. It had to go through the acid 

test, a term we talked about a couple weeks ago. 

The sample brought in by the miner was to be tested 

wasn’t worth a whole lot, maybe a few dollars, but 

if proved to be genuine, it could determine the value 

of what he had found. 
 

These trials are meant to prove your faith and 

mature your godly character. They help determine if 

you are a true believer who has been approved by 

God. Just as an assayer approves the genuineness of 

the gold and its value, so God approves the 

genuineness of your faith through trials.  

I Peter 1:6-7 “In these you greatly rejoice, 

though now for a little while you may have had 

to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have 

come so that your faith – of greater worth than 

gold, which perishes even though refined by fire 

– may be proved genuine and may result in 

praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed.” 
 

The person who endures is the person who has 

learned to trust the Lord in the trials. 

Jeremiah 17:7-8 “But blessed is the man who 

trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in Him. 

He will be like a tree planted by the water that 

sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear 

when heat comes (that’s the trial); its leaves are 

always green. It has no worries in a year of 

drought and never fails to bear fruit.” 
 

This person who trusts the Lord during the times of 

drought in his life has learned the lesson of 

Jeremiah 29:11 “‘For I know the plans I have for 

you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 

a future.’ 
 

For those of you who have had a broken bone that 

needed to be set, you know the momentary pain you  
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had to go through in order for the doctor to put it 

back in place for proper healing. 
 

Consider your trials as God’s method of setting 

your faith in proper alignment and help it grow 

stronger. He uses our trials for the purpose of 

growing our faith and character. This is a way of 

proving the genuineness of them. Genuine faith is 

verified because it endures the test. 
 

Something else we see here is that his end is 

victory. 
 

B. His End Is Victory 
 

There’s a word tucked in this sentence that suggests 

something of importance to me. It’s the word 

“when”. It refers to time and in this case suggests 

completion, that the person has come to the end of 

the trial having stuck it out all the way to the end. 

The believer who trusts God in the trial knows that 

the test is only temporary, that there is an end goal 

and that there is victory at the end of the goal. 
 

Several years ago the retaining wall around the six-

foot culvert through which a creek runs began to 

collapse. After David and I moved 2 tons of broken 

concrete to build up an eroding bank, we needed to 

build a new wall. For a Father’s Day gift all the 

guys came over and we built a wall with over 100 

80 lb. bags of concrete. If you’re doing the math, 

that’s 4 tons of concrete. Just to brag a little bit, 

before they all arrived I laid around 20 or so bags 

myself. When we were all done, when the last bag 

was put down, there was a sense of jubilation. We 

had reached the end. It was a moment of victory 

that we had endured to its completion of what I 

thought was going to be a daunting task.  
 

When you have come to the end of your trial and 

have stood the test, there is victory and with any 

victory there is always a reward. Notice the promise 

of God after the trial. It’s about the reward. 
 

III. THE PROMISE OF GOD AFTER THE 

TRIAL 
 

I have run a lot of 5k and 10k road races. For those 

who don’t know, that’s 3.1 and 6.2 miles. After 

each race, there was always something to eat. That 

was a reward for me. I ran a race in Battle Creek 

that was sponsored by Post and Kellogg and billed 

as the world’s longest breakfast table. After the race 

you could grab some individual boxes of cereal and 

eat. Some races had fruit like bananas and oranges. 

There were bagels, water, and Gatorade. Some had 

donuts which seems somewhat counterproductive 

for people running to burn calories, but hey, I 

enjoyed a long-John or two. At the end of every 

race you were rewarded with something to eat. 

Occasionally I did well enough to receive a medal 

for placing in the top three of my age group. 

Incidentally, the older I got, the less competition 

there was. We were rewarded for perseverance.  
 

Our verse tells us that there is the promise of a 

reward given to those who endure their trials to the 

end. We see first of all his gift is received. 
 

A. His Gift Is Received 
 

Notice our passage once more: “Blessed is the man 

who perseveres under trial, because when he has 

stood the test, he will receive the crown of life 

that God has promised to those who love Him.” 
 

This crown is not what we think of that adorns the 

heads of royalty. This is a victor’s crown, given to 

those who were victorious in the games or to a 

general after a successful military campaign. It was 

a garland wreath woven out of pine boughs or 

flowers that were given to the victor after the 

competition had concluded as they stood on the 

winner’s podium. The judge awarded the victor by 

placing this crown on their head. Having overcome 

all the obstacles they were awarded this prize.  
 

The believer who endures the trials to the end is 

worthy of a magnificent reward. He is given eternal 

life. It’s not suggesting we can work for eternal life. 

That gift is given freely by grace through faith. To 

the church in Smyrna, Jesus wrote that they would 

receive the gift of life for being faithful even to the 

point of death (Revelation 2:10).  
 

James writes in the future tense here telling us that 

this is something we are yet to receive. 
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J. Vernon McGee writes that “it may be gloom now, 

but it will be glory later on.” 
 

The literal meaning is the crown that is life. We can 

receive no greater reward than eternal life, 

something we are promised now because of faith in 

Christ, but won’t receive until we see Christ.  
 

This crown of life is promised to those who love 

God. The evidence of such love is the perseverance 

by which a person goes through trials.  
 

John MacArthur states that “perseverance attests to 

God’s approval, for it gives evidence of eternal life 

referring to salvation. In other words, perseverance 

does not result in salvation and eternal life, but is 

itself the result and evidence of salvation and 

eternal life.” 
 

Our verse says that the crown of life is given to 

those who love God having persevered through 

trials. In other words, a genuine believer isn’t 

someone who just makes a profession of faith 

sometime in life, but who demonstrates true faith 

and love for God that endures through affliction. 

James is saying that love for God is the evidence of 

faith that endures the trials. 

I Peter 1:6-9 
 

A real love for God will endure trials knowing that 

he will be rewarded with the crown of life in the 

end. He clings to the Lord in the trial as a way of 

demonstrating his love for the Lord. 
 

But you might ask, what is the evidence of such 

love for God who gives us the crown of life?  

John 14:21 

I John 5:3 (This is love, to obey His commands) 
 

In short, we demonstrate our love for God by 

obeying His Word, keeping His commandments. 

Love for God is the motivation behind our 

persevering faith. In that great love chapter written 

by Paul, he stated that “love perseveres”. 

  

One source noted “As His children we must keep 

His commandments, obeying Him, always 

remaining faithful. So, as we endure the inevitable 

trials, pains, heartaches, and tribulations – as long 

as we live – may we ever move forward, always 

“looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 

our faith” (Hebrews 12:2) and receive the crown 

of life that awaits us.” 
 

A love for God obeys Him and emboldens the 

person to endure the trials knowing that they 

produce a maturing faith. That person will be 

rewarded with the crown of life. But it’s not just a 

gift he receives for persevering faith, it’s a 

guarantee that is remarkable. 
 

B. His Guarantee Is Remarkable 
 

There couldn’t be any greater guarantee of 

receiving what has been promised because it comes 

from God who, in His unchanging nature, does not 

lie because He cannot lie.  

Numbers 23:19 
 

Paul says that everything that happens to the person 

who loves God is for their good (Romans 8:28) 
 

Someday “when you have stood the test, you will 

receive the crown of life that God has promised 

to those who love Him.” 
 

I Corinthians 9:25 “Everyone who competes in 

the games goes into strict training. They do it to 

get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get 

a crown that will last forever.” 
 

Charles Spurgeon said “In our Christian pilgrimage 

it is well, for the most part, to be looking forward. 

Forward lies the crown, and onward is the goal. 

Whether it be for hope, for joy, for consolation, or 

for the inspiring of our love, the future must, after 

all, be the grand object of the eye of faith.” 
 

The crown of life that is given by God awaits those 

who love Him and who have persevered to the end. 

Such a promise gives us a truly joyful spirit even in 

the middle of the trial when we feel sucked in, 

washed up and blown over. 
 

Do you feel blessed in your trial? 

Are you persevering in your trial? 

Do you love God? 

Will you receive the crown of life? 


