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Our Christ 

Luke 2:10-11 
 

Flip the channels to catch the evening news or turn 

the pages of your local newspaper and you don’t 

have to go very far to see all the bad news that’s 

occurring in our nation and around the world. 

Occasionally they slip in a feel-good story to warm 

the heart, but for the most part it’s more of the same 

gloom and despair as the day before, just more of it. 
 

COVID has consumed much of the news since mid-

March. Statistics are staggering. On July 27 there 

was a high of 1,966 confirmed cases in Michigan. 

We were told to be prepared for a second wave in 

the fall that would outpace the early numbers. After 

the initial stay home, stay safe lockdown and 

shutdown of businesses and restaurants, there was a 

little hope when they started to reopen in phases. 

But walk around the stores and even though people 

wore masks there was an eeriness and emptiness 

surrounding folks. Masks couldn’t hide the 

expressionless faces or the fear that captured so 

many. 
 

The experts appear to be right. A surge began in 

mid-October and by November 27 we reached a 

record high of confirmed cases in Michigan at more 

than 17,000 people infected with the virus. We all 

know someone who has tested positive. Spikes are 

occurring all over the globe. Consequently, we are 

given mandates that require further restrictions. It’s 

just more bad news. 
 

Add to all that the lengthy riots that have occurred 

around our country, and the looting and assaults that 

accompanied them. Unemployment soared as 

businesses were closed, many of them for good. 
 

That in itself is bad news that continues like a 

never-ending episode of the Twilight Zone, but mix 

in there the recent election and continued 

allegations of voter fraud. It’s all bad news. The 

threat of higher taxes and the rising tension 

internationally between neighboring nations or 

between nations separated by large bodies of water 

and we have a recipe for disaster. In 1963 audiences 

were delighted by the star-studded comedy “It’s a 

Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World.” Unfortunately today 

it’s no longer a comedy, but a tragedy with the 

reality that the world really has gone mad. 
 

Over the years a number of artists have sung about 

stopping the world so they could get off. 

Contemporary Christian Musician Randy Stonehill 

spins the bad news this way: 

Stop the world 

I wanna get off  

This is too weird for me 

Stop the world  

I want to get off 

I get the definite impression 

That this isn't how it's meant to be 
 

Fear is taking over 

Anxiety is on the rise 

Well you can feel it in the air 

You can see it in your neighbor's eyes 

The working man is desperate 

He can't support his family 
 

Stop the world 

I wanna get off  

This is too weird for me 

Stop the world  

I want to get off 

I've just to find a planet 

Where they're interested in sanity 
 

I wish I had some spaceman gear 

I swear I'd fly away from here 

I cry to God this fervent prayer 

"Oh please, just take me anywhere 

Don't leave me here" 

CCLI 1292471 
 

Look through history and every generation has had 

it’s share of bad news whether personal, national, or 

global. We look at what’s happening and conclude 

with Solomon who writes in Ecclesiastes 1:2 that 

“Everything is meaningless.” 
 

In Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, Ebenezer 

Scrooge is visited by the ghost of Jacob Marley his 

deceased business partner. His appearance and 

message are a warning to Scrooge to change his 
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ways or he too would be bound by the chains of 

actions forged in this life. Scrooge begs Marley to 

speak words of comfort to him. But there is none. 
 

With so much bad news we long for words to cheer 

us, words that will encourage us and give us hope. 

Every generation longs for some hope to pierce 

through the pain of despair and heartache that fill 

our days with bad news. 
 

Our passage today offers such hope. Its message is a 

thunderbolt that splits through the darkness of the 

nighttime sky lighting a path that points the way out 

of despair. 
 

Caesar Augustus, the same Caesar Augustus who 

issued a decree that all the world should be taxed, 

instituted what was known for 200 years as the Pax 

Romana or literally Roman Peace. It began in 27 

B.C. Although it was a time of peace and prosperity 

within the Roman Empire, it also came at a price. 

Peace did not mean the absence of war, because 

there were times when war was necessary for their 

expansion or for the purpose of displaying military 

might to keep the Empire in line where revolts by 

factions or nations would spring up in an attempt to 

defy Roman rule. 
 

It was during Roman occupation that sets the stage 

for this wonderful account of the birth of Jesus, a 

birth that still holds awe for much of the world. 

Let’s turn to Luke’s familiar account of the birth of 

Jesus.  

Luke 2:1-14 
 

This morning I want to focus on verses 10-11. 

Let me paint a quick picture of where we are going 

this month before Christmas. 

Today we’ll consider our Christ. 

Next week we’ll take a look at our calling from 

Luke 2:17. 

The following week we’ll ponder our consolation 

from Simeon’s statement in Luke 2:25. 

On Christmas Eve I want to take a look at the  

crimson thread of Old Testament passages that 

prophecy the Messiah. 

But first, our Christ. 
 

The angel had already visited Joseph months earlier 

to dispel any fear that Mary had committed sin and 

gotten pregnant by some other man. The angel 

explained that this child was miraculously 

conceived by the Holy Spirit. When she questioned 

the angel about how it would happen since she was 

a virgin, she was told that nothing is impossible 

with God. Sometime after this encounter news was 

issued to the Roman Empire that all the world 

should be taxed. Each traveled to the city of their 

ancestors and in this case, Joseph was required to go 

to Bethlehem because he was a descendent of King 

David. While there, she gave birth to Jesus. 

Someday I’ll have to ask the angels why they 

traveled outside the city to announce the birth to 

those unsuspecting shepherds. Why them? But there 

they were roasting marshmallows or something like 

that when the angel appeared and made his 

announcement about Christ. We note first that it 

was “good news”. 
 

I. IT WAS GOOD NEWS 
 

We sometimes think of good in the sense of the 

quality of something. It could be either physical or 

moral. 

That was a good report you gave. 

That was a good dinner. 

The idea was a good one. 

He was a good boy at the doctor’s office. 

In Matthew 5:45 the word is used to describe God 

making the sun rise on the evil and the good. 

It’s used in Matthew 7:11 to speak of good gifts 

given by a father.  

And then in Mark 10:17 it’s used when someone 

approached Jesus and called Him “Good teacher”. 
 

Another Greek word for good can be translated as 

beautiful, pleasing, useful, noble, or worthy in a 

moral sense. For example, in Matthew 5:16 we are 

told to let our light shine so that others can see our 

good works. 
 

But when we come to our passage and it speaks  

about good news neither of these two words are 

used. 
 

In general, the word means to bring good news or  
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glad tidings. It’s use in the Old Testament means to 

bring any good news. In the New Testament it is 

used of the glad tidings of the coming kingdom of 

God and the salvation that is through Christ, 

including all that pertains to salvation.  
 

From the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 

we read “The word gospel is derived from the 

Anglo-Saxon word which meant "the story 

concerning God." In the New Testament the Greek 

word euaggelion, means "good news." It proclaims 

tidings of deliverance. The word sometimes stands 

for the record of the life of our Lord (Mark 1:1), 

embracing all His teachings, as in Acts 20:24 . But 

the word "gospel" now has a peculiar use, and 

describes primarily the message which Christianity 

announces. "Good news" is its significance. It 

means a gift from God. It is the proclamation of the 

forgiveness of sins and sonship with God restored 

through Christ. It means remission of sins and 

reconciliation with God. The gospel is not only a 

message of salvation, but also the instrument 

through which the Holy Spirit works (Romans 1:16) 
 

When David was born, we were on the phone 

telling parents and siblings and friends the good 

news. But the angel’s announcement was more than 

just good news that a baby was born. It was good 

news because of the salvation that would come 

through Him. It is the message of the Christ who 

had been foretold from ages past and anticipated for 

centuries. 
 

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 

continues by saying “The gospel (or good news) is 

Christ: He is the subject of it, the object of it, and 

the life of it. It was preached by Him, by the 

apostles, and by the evangelists. 
 

Martin Luther stated that the gospel stands in  

contrast to the Law in that the Gospel, the good 

news, is by grace contingent on nothing we can do, 

but it offers to mankind both forgiveness of sin and 

eternal salvation through Christ. We can do nothing 

but receive it. The good news is therefore bound up 

in the life of Christ. 
 

Philip Melanchthon, who assisted Luther, 

exclaimed about this good news, that “the gospel is 

the gratuitous (or free) promise of the remission of 

sins for Christ’s sake.” 
 

So what the angel proclaimed to the shepherds that 

night was the good news of the Savior’s birth. That 

through Him their sins could be forgiven. With all 

that’s going on in the world today, we need some 

good news. What has been your response to the 

good news of Christ? 
 

The angel then described the good news as being 

great. It’s great not in the sense of size or mass or 

space. It has to do with importance or significance. 

Although we could say the weight of this news has 

eternal consequences. The weight of the news is 

sobering. News of the Lions winning a game might 

be good news to some, but it has little impact on our 

daily lives. On the other hand, news of a life-

threatening diagnosis or that our nation is at war, 

certainly has significance and is of greater 

magnitude in the overall scope of things. 
 

The news of the angel was life altering, that’s how 

great it was. But it was great not in the sense of it 

being sobering, although, one could argue that the 

message of a Savior is sobering because that means 

we need saving from something, that something 

being sin. So this good and great news is not 

something creating a burden, but is best described 

by the angel who said that this good news would 

bring great joy, joy of significant magnitude.  
 

Think back in your lives at all the different things 

that have brought you joy. 

It may have been the joy of a first job. 

The joy of graduation at any level. 

The joy of getting married. 

The joy at the birth of your children. 
 

In the sense that it’s used here, the word simply 

means gladness or delight. This news is something 

that can lighten the heart, lift spirits and provide 

hope. The response on our part to the good news is 

that of great joy or gladness of heart.  
 

It was the joy the Israelites experienced when the 

Egyptian army was crushed under the weight of the 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+1:1&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Acts+20:24&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Romans+1:16&t1=en_nas
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Red Sea as it buried them. They broke out the 

tambourines and sang a lively song. 

It was the joy that King David felt and expressed 

when the Ark of the Covenant was brought into 

Jerusalem. 
 

Think about the despair and seeming hopelessness 

you feel after getting bad news, but then the joy 

when you receive good news. The bad news weighs 

you down, makes you full of anguish. Such feelings 

can create a lack of motivation. Life becomes a 

drudgery, but then you get some good news that 

instantly changes your disposition and desire. You 

feel a new sense of energy coursing through your 

body, mind and spirit. 
 

We have all been given bad news. 

The bad news is that we are all sinners. 

The bad news is that we can’t save ourselves. 

The bad news is that the consequence of sin is 

eternal separation from God. 

That’s despairing news. 
 

But then along comes someone with good news, 

news that is great, news that will lift your spirits, 

news that will free you from the bondage of sin, 

giving you hope, peace, and joy. The gospel does 

that because it is good news that brings great joy. 

We of all people who have received the gospel 

should be genuinely joyful people. 
 

What the angel shared with the shepherds that night 

was indeed good news. It was also news that had a 

great scope. 
 

II. IT HAD A GREAT SCOPE 
 

“I bring you good news of great joy that will be 

for all the people.” 
 

Stop and ponder that for a moment. The 

significance is impactful for everyone.  

What if the gospel was only for the Jews? 

What if the gospel was only for the Jews who lived 

in that time period? 

What if the gospel was only for the rich, or only for 

the poor? 

What if the gospel was only for one gender? 

What if the gospel was only given to those who  

hadn’t committed certain sins? 

What if the gospel was only for a limited time? 

We see the commercials for some widget and we 

have to act now because the offer is only good for a 

limited time. What if that was the gospel?  

What if it was only for a limited age group? It’s a 

limited time offer for those between the ages of 4 

and 12 or 7 and 18. Any age after that and your out 

of luck. So sorry Charlie! 

 

There is a line in the hymn we sing Whiter than 

Snow that is of great significance. 

To those who have sought Thee, Thou never said 

no, now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

The angel said the good news was for all people. 

It crosses cultures. 

It crosses genders. 

It crosses ages. 

It crosses socio-economic groups. 

It is good news for everyone. 

No one is excluded, everyone is accepted as long as 

he or she receives Christ as His Savior through 

faith.  

John 3:16 

John 5:24 

Romans 10:9-13 
 

II Corinthians 6:1-2 “As God’s fellow workers 

we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 

For He says, ‘In the time of my favor I heard 

you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.’ I 

tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is 

the day of salvation.” 
 

The scope of this great news is for all men for all 

time.  
 

People are anxiously awaiting the news from the 

FDA this week to see if they will approve the 

vaccines that have been tested for the COVID virus. 

It will certainly be good news for our nation and 

perhaps for the world but will there be enough. I’ve 

heard that if approved they will target those people 

who are most at risk, and then healthcare workers 

and other essential workers. Eventually it will be 

available for distribution to the general public. But 

you may have to wait. So the rest have to wait and  
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hope they don’t get the virus in the waiting. 
 

But not so with this good news, it’s available to all 

without delay. And unlike the COVID vaccine 

where you have to go back a month later and get a 

second dose, salvation is once for all. There is no 

booster required, no second stage. The scope of the 

good news was great. Our passage then tells us why 

the scope of this good news was great. It had to do 

with a grand name. 
 

III. IT HAD A GRAND NAME 
 

Notice our passage again. “I bring you good news 

of great joy that will be for all the people. Today 

in the town of David a Savior has been born to 

you; He is Christ the Lord.” 
 

A. He Is Savior 
 

The dictionary says that a savior is someone who 

saves someone else from danger or destruction. 
 

From the perspective of the Bible it not only 

describes what someone does, it also defines who 

that person is. The angel pointed specifically to 

Jesus. The term Savior not only tells us who Jesus is 

but also what He would do. As the Savior, the little 

baby born that night was the one who the angel told 

Joseph would save His people from their sins. 
 

Savior is an all-inclusive word that encompasses the 

scope of salvation from justification to redemption 

to grace, propitiation, imputation, forgiveness, 

sanctification glorification.  

Justification is the act that declares us to be right 

with God. 

II Corinthians 5:21 

Romans 3:21-26 
 

The Bible tells us that we are all sinners who have 

been separated from God because of sin. I am a 

sinner not because I sin, but instead I sin because I 

am a sinner. I was born in sin and by that sin I stand 

condemned before God who has every right to bring 

justice to bear on me because I am guilty. But in His 

love, mercy and grace He sent Jesus to live and then 

die for me by taking my place in bearing my sin as a 

sacrifice to pay the penalty to appease a righteous 

and holy God, so that by repentance and faith on 

our part we can be covered in His righteousness. He 

took our sin and in return we receive His 

righteousness. God then sees me as without sin 

because I have been robed in the righteousness of 

Christ having been forgiven of all my sin.  
 

Salvation is past, present and future. 

Because of Christ our Savior, the Christian has been 

saved from the guilt and penalty of sin. 

Because of Christ our Savior, the Christian is being 

saved from the habit and dominion of sin.  

Because of Christ our Savior, the Christian will be 

saved at the Lord’s return from all the bodily affects 

that are the result of sin. 
 

But many Jews weren’t looking for this kind of 

Savior. They were looking for a political Savior to 

deliver them from Roman oppression not the 

darkness of sin. Their Messiah would overthrow 

Roman rule and set up a new kingdom on earth. 

According to Acts 1:6, even the disciples believed 

this view. 
 

Other Jews looked for a Savior who could deliver 

them from physical infirmities like illness and 

physical hardship. 
 

Jesus the Messiah came first to seek and save 

people from sin. This could only be accomplished 

through His birth as a man, then His death and 

resurrection. When He comes again, He will set up 

an earthly kingdom. 
 

The announcement of the angel to the shepherds 

wasn’t about God sending His Son to be a political 

advocate or adversary of the Roman Empire. He 

didn’t send a soldier, a politician, a political system, 

a relief package, a great spokesman, or a celebrity. 

He sent a Savior wrapped in swaddling cloth who 

would save us from our sin, a Savior who would 

make us right with God, a Savior who could provide 

for us eternal life, a Savior that gives us great joy. 

Joy is a term Luke uses throughout his gospel 

account of the life of Christ, a term that is often 

associated in Luke with salvation. Certainly the 

good news of salvation by this Savior brings great 

joy to those who receive it. 
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Not only is Jesus called the Savior, He is also called 

Christ. 
 

B. He Is Christ 
 

The Old Testament term is Messiah. The New 

Testament equivalent is Christ. It means anointed 

one, which refers to someone who is placed in a 

high office, someone worthy of exaltation and 

honor.  
 

That this Messiah was to be for all people was 

contrary to the view Rabbis held about the Messiah. 

Their Messiah was only for the Jews. Their Messiah 

was not to be a light to the Gentiles. But our 

passage clearly states that this Christ was to be for 

all people. 
 

He was the promised Messiah we read about in 

Luke 4:17-21; John 4:25-26 and John 20:31. 

Matthew 16:16 describes Jesus as “the Messiah, 

the Son of the Living God.” 

As the Christ, Jesus fulfills the role of Prophet, 

Priest, and King. 

He is a prophet because He taught the Word of God. 

(John 1:1-18; 14:24; Luke 24:19). 

He is a priest because His death would atone for sin 

reconciling God and man (Hebrews 2:17; 4:14). 

He is a king because after His resurrection, God 

gave Him all authority (John 18:36; Ephesians 

1:20-23; Revelation 19:16). 
 

He is Savior. 

He is Christ. 

He is Lord. 
 

C. He Is Lord 
 

In a general sense the term Lord means master. In 

the Bible that term is applied to God in the Old 

Testament and to Jesus in the New Testament. 

When applied in that way it speaks of supreme 

power and authority. 
 

The Christian voluntarily calls Jesus Lord and 

Master. It is a call to have Him reign supreme in all 

areas of our lives. But many, and sadly so, won’t 

acknowledge Him as Lord in any way, shape or 

form. They hold the title to the throne of their lives 

and won’t relinquish it to Him. But Philippians 

2:11 tells us that a day is coming when every knee 

will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord. 
 

This baby proclaimed to the shepherds was the 

Savior of the world, the long-awaited Messiah, the 

one who is Lord of all. It is an acceptance and 

admission of His supremacy and our subservience 

to Him. To call Jesus Lord is in essence to call Him 

God, to recognize that “In the beginning was the 

Word and the Word was with God and the Word 

was God…And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us” (John 1:1, 14). 
 

That is our Christ. It was good news with a great 

scope through a grand name. It is this Christ of 

whom Paul spoke who died for our sins, was buried 

and then rose again the third day according to 

Scripture.  

It is this Christ we celebrate at Christmas.  

It is this Christ we celebrate today around the 

Lord’s table with communion. 
 

With all the bad news in the world today, aren’t you 

glad for some good news, this news of the gospel 

that is for all people, the news that brings joy to the 

world, peace on earth, and good will to man. The 

most significant birth in history had taken place. It 

was good news of great joy to all people because a 

Savior, Christ the Lord was born. 
 

What will you do with the good news that has been 

given to you about this Christ? 

Is He your Savior, your Christ, your Lord? 
 

I can’t think of a better time to receive Christ as 

your Savior than at Christmas when we think of the 

reason He was born. He came to be your Savior. If 

you have not yet trusted Christ as your Savior, will 

you let Him become your Savior today? He came 

for you. 

 


