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A Christian Duty 

Romans 13:1-7 
 

It started after the 2016 presidential election when 

many across the nation picked up the banner and 

began the “not my president” chant or rant against 

president elect Donald Trump. Riots broke out and 

many turned a blind eye to the chaos that ensued in 

streets across our nation. Businesses were looted 

and set ablaze amidst the anarchy that followed. A 

“not my president” page was set up on Facebook 

which currently has over 800,000 followers. Their 

rationale or justification for existence is clearly 

stated on its homepage. “Our page was created as a 

project of "The Guardians of Democracy” and is 

deeply committed to sharing trusted sources of 

information. Created just days after 45's election, 

our mission has been to shine a light on every 

corrupt action of this admin.” 
 

Rallies and protests that occurred around the nation 

were scheduled in a coordinated effort through 

social media sites to encourage many to gather and 

hold what they called "Not My President's Day". 

They were held on Washington’s birthday, February 

20, 2017. Organizers of the protest stated that 

although Trump was the president, they wanted to 

show that he did not represent their values. 
 

Here we are four years later and while the media 

has declared Joe Biden as the president elect, the 

nation is still embroiled in recounts amidst 

allegations of voter fraud in an effort to undermine 

the election process that should be fair and unbiased 

that provides accuracy in the tally. Even before the 

final deadlines are met and the electoral college 

gives its nod on December 14 as to the selection of 

President, you can go to eBay and purchase T-shirts 

with a message that reads “Biden, not my 

president”. 
 

It’s clear that the nation is divided and at extreme 

odds over our most recent election. My intent today 

isn’t to endorse one individual over another. It’s not 

my intent to discuss the validity of cases of voter 

fraud and irregularities that have resulted in 

multiple lawsuits in several states. It’s not my intent 

to state that one candidate should concede or that 

the other should pull back the reins and call for an 

accurate count to ensure voting integrity. It’s not 

my intent to give my view on other politicians 

either past or present who are voicing their opinions 

about what is going on or what should be done. It’s 

not my intent to cry hypocrisy. 
 

At the end of the day, it doesn’t matter who you 

voted for or whether the person you voted for did or 

did not get in office. At the end of the day, it 

doesn’t even really matter if you voted. What does 

matter is your response as a Christian toward 

government and toward that person who sits in the 

oval office or who controls Congress. What matters 

is what Scripture says should be our response and 

whether we will obey the principles outlined for us 

in its pages.  Let’s begin in Romans 13:1-7. We 

will consider a Christian duty. 
 

What we will look at today aren’t suggestions, they 

are commands. They aren’t to be obeyed only in the 

event we like the person or people who are in office 

or if they agree with the policies we think should be 

enacted. They are to be obeyed regardless. We will 

consider three. Remember we are dual citizens. 
 

I have a friend at the gym who has dual citizenship. 

He recently had to travel to renew his passport to 

his birth country of Nigeria. As Christians, we are 

blessed to be citizens of two countries. One is 

temporary, the other is permanent. Of course, our 

temporary citizenship is the country we live in. But 

Philippians 3:20 reminds us that our citizenship is 

in heaven. That’s our permanent home. “Our 

citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 

Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

Colossians 1:13 tells us that we have been rescued 

from the kingdom of darkness and brought into the 

kingdom of Christ. 
 

We are reminded in I Peter 2:11 of the temporal 

nature of this earthly kingdom when he describes 

our journey as a pilgrimage, one in which we are 

just passing through on the way to our permanent 

residence.  
 

Even though this is just a temporary residence, we  
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still have responsibilities to the kingdom or country 

where we live as we work under the government of 

men.  
 

I’m reminded of the Old Testament account of the 

Jews who had been taken captive to Babylon. Their 

real home was Israel, but they found themselves 

living in a foreign land. They longed for home. The 

prophet came along who told them to settle in and 

make themselves at home and be good citizens. 

Jeremiah 29:4-7, 25 “This is what the Lord 

Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 

carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 

‘Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and 

eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and 

daughters; find wives for your sons and give 

your daughters in marriage, so that they too may 

have sons and daughters. Increase in number 

there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and 

prosperity of the city to which I have carried you 

into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it 

prospers, you too will prosper’… ‘He has sent 

this message to us in Babylon: It will be a long 

time. Therefore build houses and settle down; 

plant gardens and eat what they produce.’” 
 

As citizens of this nation we still have obligations to 

this land and its people no matter what type of 

government we live under. There are no fewer than 

16 types of government. Essentially, they fall into 

four categories.    

There’s the rule by none which is anarchy. 

There is the rule by one which is either a monarchy 

or dictatorship. 

There is the rule by a few known as an oligarchy 

(the rule of a few families or factions) or a junta 

(rule by a group or coalition usually following a 

military takeover). 

There is the rule by all which is a democracy (rule 

of the people). 

Each of these different types offers varying degrees 

of freedom and responsibility. So regardless of the 

type of rule that the Christian lives under, what is 

our duty to our type of government? We see first in 

our passage the command to submit. 
 

I. THE COMMAND TO SUBMIT – vs. 1-5 
 

When we look at Scripture and particularly the New 

Testament, we see that the church began during the 

rule of the Roman Empire. Rome was the capital 

and Nero was Emperor.  
 

By all accounts his first five years of government 

were considered to be good. He was popular with 

both the Senate and people. Things quickly soured 

when his throne was threatened. Using poison, he 

secured his position as Emperor. His bent toward 

evil brought him in companionship with unsavory 

characters. Advisors were mistaken when they 

thought Nero’s sowing wild oats would soon wane 

and he would return to the serious nature of running 

the government, but his desire for baser activities 

turned to excess. Events continued to spiral out of 

control as he consented and consorted the murder of 

his mother. She escaped the first attempt but was 

later found and murdered. He claimed it was 

suicide. On another occasion, in a fit of rage he 

kicked his pregnant wife who succumbed to the 

injuries and died.  
 

He squandered his wealth and then filled his coffers  

by confiscating the estates of the rich by trumping 

up charges against them. 
 

Shortly after, a fire broke out in Rome completely 

destroying 7 of the 14 regions of the city. Four 

others were partially destroyed. There are those who 

believe Nero set the fire in order to rebuild portions 

of the city because he deplored portions of it and 

wanted to rebuild. To remove suspicion from 

himself, some scholars believe Nero blamed 

Christians for the tragedy so that he could begin a 

purge of believers in Rome. 
 

If you were living under those governmental 

conditions with a ruler such as Nero, how would 

you respond? Because it is under this cruel ruler 

that Paul wrote to Christians about their 

responsibility to submit to authority. Paul spoke 

first about the rule Christians obey. 
 

A. The Rule Christians Obey 
 

The command is given to us not once, but twice. 

We see it in both verse 1 and verse 5:  
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“Everyone must submit to authorities” 

“It is necessary to submit to authorities” 
 

It’s a military term meaning to rank under. Anyone 

who isn’t a general ranks under that position. Peter 

(I Peter 2:13-14) says that the king is the supreme 

authority and everyone else submits to the king 

because they rank under him. To submit or to be 

subject to means to place one’s self under 

subjection, to be subordinate. That simply means to 

obey. 
 

Now there are those who might say “yeah, but you 

don’t know the kind of government we are under.” 

Notice that Paul doesn’t give an exemption, nor 

does he suggest we can have an excuse not to obey. 

He doesn’t say we, and when I say we, Paul is 

specifically writing to Christians, it’s for us today in 

any part of the world. No matter what type of 

government you live under, you are to obey the 

governmental rule. Even if the ruler is not a 

Christian we have command to submit. Paul may 

have written this because some Christians may have 

felt that because it was a pagan culture and ruler 

they were therefore exempt from obeying, because, 

after all, they were now part of a heavenly kingdom. 

We have a clear command from Scripture that we as 

believers are to be subject to those in authority over 

us. Why? Again, Scripture is very clear. As a matter 

of fact, it is explicitly clear. It’s a command. 
 

I Peter 2:15 tells us it is God’s will. It is God’s will 

that we be good citizens in order to silence critics 

who would accuse us of false charges. Matthew 

5:16 tell us to let our light shine before men that 

they may see our good works and glorify God. 

When we obey those in authority over us, it is a 

testimony of our faith in Christ. 
 

Titus 3:1-2 “Remind the people to be subject to 

rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready 

to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be 

peaceable and considerate, and to show true 

humility toward all men.” (Emphasis added) 
 

Have you noticed a difference between the past two 

elections? I’ll go out on a limb here and suggest that 

a predominantly conservative, Christian base voted 

for Donald Trump in 2016 and then again this year. 

Whatever the outcome of this election you don’t see 

and won’t see Christians taking to the streets in 

violent outrage that their candidate didn’t win. You 

won’t see looting and rioting and destruction and 

assault because we take to heart to do what is good, 

be peaceable and considerate and show humility. If 

any believer demonstrates any other kind of anarchy 

like what we have seen displayed across our land, in 

the past four years, then he is not obeying God.  
 

Romans 13:1 gives us another reason to submit to 

governing authorities.  
 

B. The Reason Christians Obey 
 

We are to obey them because they have been 

ordained or appointed by God.  

“Yeah, but they’re pagan, they’re anti-God, they 

hate Christians, their policies attack what we 

believe, what we value, they are rotten scoundrels.” 

That may be true. They may be diametrically 

opposed to everything we stand for as believers, but 

the command is clear: submit to them because God 

appointed them. 

Daniel 2:20-21 

Daniel 4:17, (25a, 32a) 
 

We are reminded of this by Warren Wiersbe who 

writes “Even though we cannot always respect the 

man in the office, we must respect the office, for 

government was ordained by God…Even though 

government officials are not believers, they are still 

the ministers of God because He established the 

authority of the state.” 
 

Stuart Briscoe adds “It may be that the Christian 

will not appreciate the politics of a person holding 

high office, and he may even deplore the official’s 

private life, but this does not exempt him from the 

responsibility to show respect and honor.” 
 

So wrap your noodle around the fact that God put in 

place even those who are evil. As a matter of fact, 

no government exists without God’s doing. He uses  

them for His purpose either for that nation or for the  

purpose of driving His people back to Himself. 
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For example, in Exodus 9:16 God gave Moses a 

message to give Pharaoh. Listen carefully to what 

He said. “But I have raised you up for this very 

purpose, that I might show you My power and 

that My name might be proclaimed in all the 

earth.” 
 

We submit to authority, regardless of who or what 

that may be because God established it. But then 

Paul continues by telling us that we submit to 

authorities, not only because He put them there, but 

because if we choose to disobey them, to rebel 

against those authorities, we are disobeying God. 

Notice verse 2.  
 

The consequence of our rebellious action against 

those whom God put over us is to bring judgment 

on ourselves both by the authority we rebel against 

and eventually God Himself as the divine judge 

before whom one day we will stand. 
 

So regardless of the type of government that rules 

over a nation, God set it up and we have a command 

to obey because if we don’t, we are rebelling 

against God. Verse 3 continues by telling us that 

there isn’t anything to fear from authority when we 

do what is right, only for those who do wrong. Paul 

then asks a rhetorical question, but gives the 

obvious answer anyway. “Do you want to be free 

from fear of the one in authority?” The obvious 

answer is “Then do what is right and he will 

commend you.” 
 

If I am doing the speed limit, I don’t have to fear 

the police car sitting in the median. 

If I pay for all my goods at the retail store, I don’t 

have to fear being picked up for shop lifting. 

If I don’t break into a house to steal something, I 

don’t have to fear being arrested for breaking and 

entering. 
 

When I obey those just laws, there isn’t anything to 

fear from the government. Verse 4 tells me they are 

God’s servants to do us good. But, as it goes on to 

say, if I do wrong, they don’t wear the sword in  

vain. He is God’s servant to punish the wrongdoer. 

Magistrates wore a sword to remind people of his 

right to bring justice even take a life if the crime  

warranted such judgment. 
 

Government is supposed to maintain order and 

justice in society and one source notes that “without 

civil government there would be anarchy, a horrible 

alternative in which evil runs rampant.” From recent 

events that go back just to this past summer, we see 

that the lack of civil government in fact allowed 

anarchy to rule some of our streets and the law in 

those cities did nothing to challenge those who were 

creating such wanton mayhem. 
 

Without a strong and moral government ruling, it is 

easy for civil unrest to fill the vacuum created when 

government abdicates its responsibilities to its law-

abiding citizens. Listen to what Robert Culver 

writes: “Where theistic religion grows weak, [the 

concept of justice] will weaken. Crimes then are 

defined as antisocial activity, which in turn is then 

merely what the majority says it is. Then 

punishments seem to be the result of the majorities 

ganging up on the minority. This in turn seems 

inconsistent with democratic feelings. The result is 

a decline in uniform application of penalties for 

crime, resultant miscarriage of justice, trampling on 

the rights of law-abiding people, together with an 

increase in what ought to be called crime.” 
 

When government fails to enforce the law, 

lawlessness prevails. Our duty, in the best way we 

can, is to be good citizens, model citizens even 

when we may be opposed to those in government 

who seem to allow such disregard for the rule of 

law. To do otherwise, is to commit what Scottish 

evangelist Robert Haldane describes as “awful 

crimes, even as resistance to God Himself.” 
 

So if you want to avoid punishment and have a 

good conscience you must be subject to authorities. 

Peter says it’s better to suffer for doing what is right 

than for doing what is wrong and he cites Jesus as 

our example. 

I Peter 2:20-21 
 

The command is that we obey government rulers.  

Paul gives a second command in verses 6-7.  
 

II. THE COMMAND TO PAY – vs. 6-7 
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These two verses tell us we are to pay our revenue. 
 

A. Pay Our Revenue – v. 6 
 

It happens when we pay for gas, when we make a 

purchase, when we get that assessment from the 

township, and when April 15 rolls around. We pay 

our taxes. It’s how government is funded. We may 

grouse over how much we have to pay and at times 

why we have to pay. We may not even like what 

some of our tax money goes for. But we are 

commanded to pay our taxes. 
 

In Jesus’ day, taxation was a racket. The Roman 

government assessed a tax. They had regional tax 

collectors who oversaw the taxation process in their 

area. They had tax agents under them. If Rome 

assessed a 5% tax on goods, the regional tax agent 

would increase the tax amount, after all, he needed 

to get paid. And then the local agent would tax even 

more to get his cut. They taxed just about 

everything and got rich from it. When Jesus was 

asked about paying taxes He had some comments. 

Matthew 22:17-21 
 

We may not like that our taxes support someone 

who could work, but chooses not to; or provides 

support for those who are here illegally, or paying 

for bridges to nowhere. As one source stated “we 

may not approve of how the taxes are spent, but I 

doubt the early Christian’s approved of how Nero 

spent the government’s money either.” We have a 

command to pay our revenue. We also have a 

command to pay our respect. 
 

B. Pay Our Respect – v. 7 
 

The word fear does not mean that we should be 

afraid of them, unless as we learned earlier that we 

should fear them if we have done something wrong. 

Rather, we are to show them respect because of the 

position of authority they hold. 
 

This whole narrative that has occurred over the past 

number of years against police is unwarranted. I’m 

not suggesting that in some cases what has 

happened wasn’t because of bad cops, but showing 

disrespect to all police by throwing water on them 

or spitting on them is wrong. It only serves to 

undermine the opportunity for true justice to 

prevail. We need to get back to a place where those 

wearing the badge and the uniform are respected 

because they desire to uphold the law. Our culture 

has lost the Norman Rockwell rendition of the way 

police used to be looked at when they took time to 

help a little boy running away from home by having 

some pie so they could chat about things. They are 

no longer viewed as helpful but harmful and shame 

on a society or on government officials who won’t 

support them in the dangerous task they are called 

on to perform and give them the respect they 

deserve.  
 

And that goes for any public official, even when 

there are some bad apples in the bunch.  
 

The second thing this verse tells us is to pay honor 

to whom it is due. There is a generation that is 

growing up who are indifferent to those in authority 

because we have not taught them to honor those in 

authority. Of all people, we as Christians ought to 

lead the way in demonstrating respect and honor to 

those in authority. 
 

Regardless of who is in office for the next four 

years, we are to submit to them,  despite the policies 

we may not agree with, despite their character 

flaws, despite the kind of government we live 

under. It’s a command. 
 

We have been given a command to pay our taxes 

and to respect and honor those in authority. 
 

But Scripture gives us one more command when it 

comes to government officials who are over us. It is 

the command to pray for those in authority. 
 

III. THE COMMAND TO PRAY –  

I Timothy 2:1-4 
 

This isn’t a suggestion, it’s a command. It doesn’t 

say we should only pray for those we like. 

It doesn’t say we should only pray for those we 

voted for. 

It doesn’t say we should only pray for those who 

pass policies that benefit us. 
 

I don’t know if you have ever watched the classic  
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movie Fiddler on the Roof. It’s a story about a 

Jewish community in a fictitious Russian town. The 

citizens ask the Rabbi if there is a prayer for the 

Czar. With a twinkle in his eye and firmness in his 

voice he says of course and offers this prayer: “May 

God bless the Czar and keep him – far from us!” 
 

We may be tempted to pray such a prayer or maybe 

not pray at all. Several weeks ago I was scanning 

through some social media and someone posted a 

little rant after it was discovered that President 

Trump had contracted the COVID virus. This 

person stated that maybe instead of catching the 

virus, he should have caught kindness, compassion, 

honesty, and humility among other things. Someone 

else chimed in by stating that maybe he should 

drink some bleach. It really saddened me because 

the person who posted this, claims to be a Christian. 

Knowing this person and the family I responded by 

simply stating that instead of criticizing perhaps 

prayer for the president would be in order. The very 

things cited could be good things to ask God to 

develop in the president and really any of us 

because essentially some of what this person was 

accusing the president of lacking, they were lacking 

in that moment as well. So I suggested prayer. I was 

greeted with a very curt response basically telling 

me they didn’t want an argument. Now I didn’t 

intend it to be a point on which to argue, but merely 

to express what we are commanded in Scripture to 

do for those in authority. I was then told to keep my 

opinions to myself. Friends lauded the bravery for 

speaking up like that. I had some additional things I 

wanted to voice but I remained silent. 
 

Regardless of who is in office at whatever level of 

government, we are to pray for them. There are so 

many different things for which we can pray for 

those in authority. I purchased something to give 

you today. It will be on the table as you leave if you 

would like one. It’s 30 ways to pray for people in 

authority. Since there are 30 of them, you can pray 

for one specific thing each day. Each item to pray  

for has with it a Bible verse.  
 

I encourage you to pick up a card and when you’re 

having your morning devotions, pray for the  

number that corresponds with the day of the month. 

Thank the Lord for those who rule well. 

Thank the Lord when we live in peace and are 

prospering. 

Thank the Lord for the protection they offer 

citizens. 

If we want to see a fundamental change in the moral 

fabric of our nature, pray that those in authority 

would lead the way through their lives and the 

policies they enact for the good of the citizens, but 

most of all pray for their salvation. 
 

Why should we pray for them? It’s not only a 

command, verse 7 tells us we should pray for them 

so we can lead good and peaceful lives. 

Proverbs 29:2 “When the righteous are in 

authority, the people rejoice: but when the 

wicked rule, the people mourn.” 
 

I’ll admit that it’s easy to pray for people in office 

we like. The challenge for us is when someone is in 

office we don’t like. But the command is to pray for 

all who are in authority regardless. 
 

Let me close with a question for you to ponder. As a 

Christian, are you faithfully fulfilling your duty to 

earthly government by submitting to authority, 

paying your taxes, giving both respect and honor, 

and then praying for them? 
 

Let me end with this because Paul gives us a 

compelling reason to pray. It’s in verses 3-4. “This 

is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants 

all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge 

of the truth.” 
 

There isn’t any better reason to pray for leaders, so 

that they can be saved, who wants people in a 

nation to be saved. 
 

Yes, pray for the election outcome and the integrity 

of the election process. Pray for the administration 

now and for whomever will be in office in January. 

But pray that they truly know Christ as Savior. 

 


