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A Journey of Wonder 

Genesis 46:2-34 
 

In the 1991 movie “Hook” Peter Pan, played by 

Robin Williams, is all grown up and moved away 

from Never Never Land to start a family. We hear 

him on occasion repeat the phrase “My word is my 

bond” but then never keeps his promises. 
 

In the 1996 movie “Jingle All the Way”, Howard 

Langston, played by Arnold Schwarzenegger, is 

rebuked by his son, Jamie for never keeping his 

promises. 
 

The sad truth is that any one of us could play those 

roles in real life. How many times have I made a 

promise that I have not kept? We justify our lack of 

keeping promises with what we consider legitimate 

reasons, at least in our own minds, for why we 

couldn’t follow through. Occasionally we’ll offer a 

lame excuse and sometimes just an outright lie, but 

there isn’t a one of us who could say that we have 

kept all the promises we have ever made. 
 

We’re going to consider some promises in today’s 

passage given by the only One who has kept His 

word 100% of the time. He has never altered or 

faltered on any of them. We’re back in Genesis 46. 

Last week we focused on verse 1 and considered 

the idea of worship. We don’t know what worship 

was like for Jacob, but in our time together I 

presented three important components of worship. 
 

Worship includes an acknowledgement of God. We 

need to remember that when we worship we enter 

into the presence of a holy God. We need to 

acknowledge who He is and His attributes and then 

acknowledge all He has done for us. 
 

Second, we noted that worship includes admission 

to God. He is holy and we must admit, like Isaiah, 

that we are sinners in need of saving. Admission of 

sin isn’t just a single event that we confess at the 

time of salvation. We need to admit our sin 

whenever we fall short of His holy standard, 

confessing those sins and then asking His 

forgiveness, which He so graciously offers because 

He is faithful and just to do so. 

The third thing we noted is that worship includes 

adoration for God. In the New Testament, the Greek 

word for adore is translated worship in English. We 

worship the Lord because He God is worthy of all 

worship and praise. 
 

Jacob paused at Beersheba, a place of significance 

to his father, Isaac, and his grandfather, Abraham 

and to him. He is about to leave the land God had 

promised to his family at the invitation of his son 

Joseph. Let me just add this thought about Jacob’s 

sacrifice before we launch into today’s message. 

Jacob’s sacrifice was offered freely. God hadn’t told 

him to go down to Beersheba and offer a sacrifice. 

True worshippers know the right time and place to 

offer their worship, their sacrifice and it’s done so 

freely. It isn’t forced or coerced. In II Corinthians 

9:7 Paul describes how we should give our 

offerings which is the same way that sacrifices were 

offered in the Old Testament. “Each man should 

give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.” 

Jacob’s sacrifice was offered freely. 
 

Jacob’s sacrifice was also offered fully. That’s the 

idea of a sacrifice. He gave it all, nothing was held 

back. Every part of the sacrifice was relinquished, 

not just some of it, but all of it. 
 

And finally, Jacob’s sacrifice was offered 

familially. I’m not sure if that’s a word you could 

use in Boggle, but I’m going to use it here to 

describe that this sacrifice was offered to the God of 

his father Isaac. Son had learned it from father, who 

had learned it from his father. Folks, pass on the 

importance of sacrificing/worshipping God as part 

of your family heritage. 
 

And that brings us to our passage today in verses 2-

34. I have every reason to believe that Jacob’s 

sacrifice was accepted by God because of the very 

next words we read – “And God spoke to Israel in 

a vision at night and said, ‘Jacob, Jacob!’” 
 

So let’s pick up where we left off last week. We 

noted in verse 1 that Jacob’s worship is offered. 

I. JACOB’S WORSHIP IS OFFERED – v. 1 
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In verses 2-4, Jacob’s way is ordered. 
 

II. JACOB’S WAY IS ORDERED – vs. 2-4 
 

Notice that God called Jacob twice. You might 

recall that it happened to Abraham. When God told 

him to take Isaac and offer him as a sacrifice, he 

obeyed God. When the knife Abraham held was 

poised to strike, “the Lord called out to him from 

heaven, ‘Abraham! Abraham!’” (Genesis 22:11) 
 

It happened to Samuel as a boy while serving in the 

tabernacle when God called his name twice (I 

Samuel 3:10). 
 

It also happened in Acts 9:4 when the Lord called 

out “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?” 
 

Repeating the name speaks of urgency. God wanted 

Jacob’s attention. What he had to say was of utmost 

importance. And in his reply we see the words of a 

servant “Here I am.” The Great I AM spoke. The 

one who is always present in all our moments gave 

a word to his servant reminding him, the One who 

always has been and always will be had something 

to say. In these verses God gave Jacob some orders, 

some direction, some promises. 
 

We understand a promise to simply mean a 

statement made by someone who says they will or 

will not do something. We all know how difficult it 

is to keep all promises. We feel cheated or letdown, 

in some way when someone doesn’t keep their 

word. There’s disappointment that, when done 

enough times, leads to resentment and other 

negative emotions. We can become numb to the 

empty promises someone makes but never keeps.  
 

But God never breaks a promise because as we 

discussed this past Wednesday, God does not lie. 

Numbers 23:19 

I Samuel 15:29 “He who is the Glory of Israel 

does not lie or change His mind; for He is not a 

man that He should change His mind.” 
 

Hebrews 6:17-18 “Because God wanted to make 

the unchanging nature of His purpose very clear 

to the heirs of what was promised, He confirmed 

it with an oath. God did this so that, by two 

unchangeable things in which it is impossible for 

God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the 

hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.” 
 

God keeps His word all the time and in our text we 

see that God promised His peace. 
 

A. God Promised His Peace 
 

“Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt.” 
 

David wrote “O Lord, You have searched me and 

You know me. You know when I sit and when I 

rise; You perceive my thoughts from afar. You 

discern my going out and my lying down; You 

are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is 

on my tongue You know it completely, O Lord.” 

(Psalm 139:1-4) 
 

The God who knows our every thought knew that 

Jacob had some anxiety about this move. After all 

he was leaving the land promised to he and his 

descendants. What will come of that? What will 

come of his family in Egypt? Will they be absorbed 

into the culture? What about their blatant paganism? 

So God told him “Don’t be afraid to go to Egypt.” 
 

Isaiah offered some encouragement for times when 

we are prone to worry about uncertain decisions. 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose 

mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusts in 

Thee.” (Isaiah 26:3) Simply put when we trust 

God, He gives us perfect peace. 
 

Paul’s challenge is found in Philippians 4:6-7. “Do 

not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 

by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. And the peace of 

God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.” We can’t comprehend His peace, a peace 

that guards our hearts and minds. 
 

One author writes that this is “not merely a 

psychological state of mind, but an inner tranquility 

based on peace with God…The opposite of anxiety, 

it is the tranquility that comes when the believer 

commits all his cares to God in prayer and worries 

about them no more.” 
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God’s peace protects our otherwise anxious mind 

and heart. We learn from Ephesians 2:14 that 

because Jesus is our Savior, He is also our peace. 
 

So what is it you are anxious about today? 

Are you anxious about COVID? 

Are you anxious about an upcoming test or 

procedure or appointment? 

Are you anxious about finances? 

Are you anxious about family – a spouse, your 

children, or grandchildren? 

Are you anxious about your job? 

Are you anxious about your health? 

Are you anxious about retirement? 

Are you anxious about some big decision? 

Are you anxious about the election outcome? 

Are you anxious about anything? 

God has said don’t be afraid. Give it to Him in 

prayer with thanksgiving. 
 

John MacArthur in his commentary on Philippians 

reminds us that “nothing is outside of [God’s] 

sovereign control or too difficult for Him to 

handle.” 
 

Having a low view of God alters our perspective on 

His ability to keep His promise and give us peace. If 

God can do all things, then He is certainly capable 

of keeping His promise to give us His peace so we 

are not afraid. Let that promise from God give you 

peace. God had a purpose for sending Jacob to 

Egypt and told him there wasn’t anything to fear. 
 

But God didn’t stop at promising Jacob His peace. 

We also see that God promised His prosperity. 
 

B. God Promised His Prosperity 
 

“For I will make you into a great nation there.” 
 

Multiple times that promise was given to Abraham, 

the first time noted in Genesis 12:2 “I will make 

you into a great nation.”  
 

Then it was given to Isaac in Genesis 26:4 “I will 

make your descendants as numerous as the stars 

in the sky and will give them all these lands, and 

through your offspring all nations on earth will 

be blessed.” 

God then gave that same promise to Jacob in 

Genesis 28:14-15 “I will give you and your 

descendants the land on which you are lying. 

Your descendants will be like the dust of the 

earth, and you will spread out to the west and to 

the east, to the north and to the south…I am 

with you and will watch over you wherever you 

go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will 

not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you.” 
 

It’s 40 some years later and God is once again 

reminding Jacob that he would become a great 

nation while living in Egypt. They would prosper. 

God’s blessing was on Jacob to fulfill the promise 

to make him into a great nation.  
 

We can sometimes wonder about God’s means and 

methods that don’t seem to logically fit how we 

think things should happen. God did what He told 

Jacob he would do when he had the vision at Bethel 

as he was heading to Uncle Laban’s where he spent 

20 years. God brought Jacob safely back to the land 

as He said. God was certainly blessing him, and 

we’ll see in a moment that his family had grown to 

70 persons. They were living in the land and were 

well on their way to becoming a nation. So it’s 

perhaps a bit puzzling to Jacob why God would 

now be moving him out of the land after they had 

just gotten settled in it. Remember that God’s ways 

are not our ways and neither are His thoughts our 

thoughts. 
 

When it comes to God’s promises, we could overlay  

Proverbs 3:5-6 on this and any situation we face. 
 

I am certain we can all attest to finding ourselves in 

a position on more than one occasion where we 

needed to trust God to make our paths straight, 

especially when the way He was taking didn’t make 

sense to us. Maybe you are on such a path right 

now. Will you trust God with ALL your heart and 

follow Him? 
 

Maybe you remember this children’s song: 

 My Lord knows the way through the wilderness, 

All I have to do is follow. 

My Lord knows the way through the wilderness, 
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All I have to do is follow. 

Strength for today is mine all the way, 

And all that I need for tomorrow. 

My Lord knows the way through the wilderness, 

All I have to do is follow. 

CCLI1292471 
 

Now notice if you will, that God didn’t say He 

would make him into a nation. He said He would 

make him into GREAT nation. Some scholars 

estimate that the Israelites numbered around 2 

million people when they left Egypt 400 years later. 

Jacob was given a promise by God not to fear going 

to Egypt because he would be made into a great 

nation there. 
 

God promised His peace. 

God promised His prosperity. 

God promised His presence. 
 

C. God Promised His Presence 
 

“I will go down to Egypt with you.” 
 

Jacob had no idea what to expect when he got to 

Egypt. It was in stark contrast to Canaan. But Jacob 

had this assurance that God would be with him.  

No matter where you find yourself, when you are in 

the will of God, God will be there with you. That 

promise ought to give you peace. 

Hebrews 13:5 “Never will I leave you or forsake 

you.” 
 

He doesn’t take a vacation. 

He doesn’t wander off. 

He isn’t preoccupied.  

He isn’t too busy. 

He doesn’t forget. 

He won’t change His mind. 

Never means just that. 
 

The God who does not lie because He cannot lie has 

given you the promise of His presence. I hope you 

believe that. I hope you find comfort in that. I hope 

you remember that. It will never change. 
 

We see that promise scattered throughout the pages 

of the Bible. “Even though I walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 

for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, 

they comfort me.” (Psalm 23:4) 
 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 

dismayed, for I am Your God. I will strengthen 

you and help you; I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10) 
 

Jacob had nothing to fear going down to Egypt 

because God was the one who told him to go; God 

promised He would be down there with him. 
 

So folks, if God said it, it is settled. His promise is 

true whether we believe it or not. His promises are 

not only true, they are great and precious.  

II Peter 1:3-4 
 

These great and precious promises granted to us by 

God is in the perfect tense. That means they are just 

as true today as when they were made. Even though 

it was made in the past, the results hold true or 

continue today in the present. Now God only needs 

to make a promise once for it to be a done deal, but 

think of it this way. If God made a promise to us 

yesterday, that same promise is true for us today, 

and it will be true tomorrow. It will never change. 
 

Warren Wiersbe says these promises are great 

because they come from a great God. 

Psalm 145:3 “Great is the Lord and greatly to be 

praised and His greatness is unsearchable.” 
 

God’s promises are precious because we can’t 

calculate their value. 

His power enables Him to keep His promises. This 

same power raised Christ from the dead (Romans 

1:4); this same power enables us to do good works 

that please and glorify God (Ephesians 3:7); and 

this same power is able to accomplish what we 

can’t even begin to imagine (Ephesians 3:20). 

God’s power assured Jacob that he would 

experience God’s peace, experience God’s 

prosperity, and experience God’s presence. Jacob’s 

way was ordered by God based on His promises. 

God would work out His promise in Egypt to make 

Jacob into a great nation. He could enter the land in 

confidence. It is the same confidence we can have 

in the God who said “Do not be afraid.” Let that  
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promise drown out any fear. II Corinthians 1:20 

tells us that no matter how many promises God has 

made they are yes, meaning they will come true. 
 

Verse 1 – Jacob’s worship is offered 

Verses 2-4 – Jacob’s way is ordered 

Verses 5-34 – Jacob’s waiting is over 
 

III. JACOB’S WAITING IS OVER – vs. 5-34 
 

So how many times over the course of the many 

trips in the family sedan have you heard the 

question droning from the back “Are we there yet?” 

I wonder how many times Jacob heard it. They had 

left Beersheba, resting confidently in the Lord’s 

leading and promises. He took everything he owned 

with him despite Pharaoh’s promise that they would 

need nothing. In verses 5-27 we see their assembly 

was exceptional. 
 

A. Their Assembly Was Exceptional – vs. 5-27 
 

Here we go with another list of names. I am not 

going to comment on what some scholars determine 

to be discrepancies between some accounts that list 

66 or 70 names as going down to Egypt or in some 

of the names. Let me just say that, except for Joseph 

who was already down there, everyone went. No 

one stayed behind in Canaan. It was an 

exceptionally large family. 
 

Verse 7 states that he went down to Egypt with his 

sons, grandsons, daughters and granddaughters. We 

know only of Dinah, but this verse indicates there 

were more daughters. Missing in the naming of 

those who went down are his wives. We aren’t told 

whether they had died prior to this departure, but 

since they are not named the assumption is that they 

died in Canaan, especially since there is no mention 

that if they were in Egypt when they died that a 

special trip was made to bury them back in Canaan. 

Verse 6, though, seems to imply that only those 

who were direct descendants of Jacob are the ones 

named. The wives of his sons are not named, and 

neither are the wives of any grandsons named if any 

were married, only those who were his offspring. So 

it’s probable that the total number was more than 70 

if the wives were all included.  
 

It must have been quite a sight watching all those 

carts loaded down with people and possessions 

along with all their animals traveling down the road. 

It was certainly no small undertaking. After their 

assembly, we see their arrival was emotional. 
 

B. Their Arrival Was Emotional – vs. 28-30 
 

Judah has clearly surfaced as the spokesman for the 

family. He’s being groomed to be the leader. His 

task was to go ahead of the group and get directions 

to Goshen. That’s where they were to settle. It’s 

located in the northern region of Egypt in the fertile 

crescent of the Nile river. Goshen has been 

described as the best of the land. 
 

We aren’t told how long it took them to travel from 

Canaan to Egypt, but they finally made it. Without 

telephones or mail service Joseph was only left to 

wonder when the arrival of his father would happen. 

I wonder if he had scouts watching for this large 

band of travelers entering the land. Or maybe since 

Judah went on ahead, he informed Joseph that the 

rest were all close behind but needed directions to 

Goshen. This might be the only time in recorded 

history that a man actually stopped to get 

directions. Judah gives us men a bad name. 
 

Joseph readied his chariot and off he went to 

Goshen as fast as the horses would pull him. How 

would you feel if it’s been a long time since you 

have seen someone? Did his hands shake from 

nervousness? Would he recognize his father? Was 

his heart pounding? The waiting was over. The 

chariot was reined in and off he jumped running to 

embrace his father. There are no words recorded for 

us about what was said. Words fail in moments of 

tenderness at such a meeting. They embraced and 

our text tells us that Joseph wept a long time. They 

were emotional tears. Tears long stored up for over 

20 years of absence from the one whose face and 

smile and voice had been missing. Any fading 

memories Joseph may have had were now rekindled 

in vivid color as he and his father embraced. Awash 

with emotion, I think the overwhelming sensation 

was of joy, tears of joy at seeing his father once 

again. There was so much to talk about. 
 



6 

Fellowship Bible Church 9/27/2020 Pastor Howie Wideman 

It was an emotional arrival. 
 

Finally, we see that their advisement was expressed. 
 

C. Their Advisement Was Expressed – vs. 31-34 
 

We might wonder why God had Jacob relocate his 

family down to Egypt. When Abraham went to 

Egypt (Genesis 12), also during a time of famine, I 

believe it was not in obedience to God’s will. That’s 

when they got Hagar. 
 

In Genesis 26:2 God specifically instructed Isaac 

not to go to Egypt. 
 

But here Jacob was told by God to go down to 

Egypt. Earlier in the chapter he was told that he 

would die in that land and that Joseph would close 

his eyes. So why Egypt? We are given a clue in the 

closing verse. It says that “all shepherds are 

detestable to the Egyptians.” In 43:32 we noted 

that “Hebrews are detestable to the Egyptians”. 

Back in the land of Canaan it would be too easy for 

them to mingle and mix with the people of the land, 

to take on their idolatrous practices, to intermarry 

with them, to be assimilated by them. Remember 

that Shechem wanted to intermarry with them. 

Living in Egypt where they were considered 

despicable, it would be easy for them to retain their 

own distinct identity as a people and nation. By 

telling Pharaoh that they were herdsmen tending 

flocks was intentional to keep them separate in 

order to grow their nation and remain a distinct 

people group. If they intermarried it would be more 

difficult to leave the land when the time came for 

their return. Living among the Egyptians, like living 

among the Canaanites, would have been more 

difficult to refrain from taking on their idolatrous 

practices mixing it with their own faith in God. 

Telling Pharaoh of their occupation would ensure 

their separation. 

II Corinthians 6:17 “Come out from among 

them and be separate.” 
 

Now here we are in the 21st century living among 

those who want to strip away our distinctness or 

uniqueness as devoted followers of God by 

expecting even demanding we be tolerant and 

change our values to accept what is deemed 

contrary to God’s Word. Too many churches, too 

many Christians have capitulated to the cries of 

those who want to absorb us into the culture so that 

we lose our distinctiveness as Christians. Rather 

than influence the culture, the culture to a large 

degree has influenced the church. It is time that we 

come out from among them and be separate. It is 

time we take a stand on the distinctiveness of God’s 

settled Word instead of compromise with the 

culture. We must be clear about who we are as 

Christians and not be ashamed to speak up for our 

values.  
 

What we see happening all over the country in 

recent months and years is the direct result of that 

compromise, of that intermarriage, if you will, with 

the culture. The riots and civil unrest in our nation 

today are a direct result of rejecting God and His 

Word. Remove the spiritual barrier that is the 

church and the flood waters of chaos will destroy 

the nation. Compromise is never beneficial to both 

parties involved. The one who gives up the moral 

high road is always the loser, because more will be 

expected in the future. God’s people cannot afford 

to be silent any longer. We cannot afford to 

assimilate to try and fit in with culture. We cannot 

afford to only pray that things improve. We must 

engage the culture. We must come out from among 

them and be separate, all the while remembering 

that we are to be in the world, but not of the world 

or as Paul wrote in Romans 12:2 “Don’t let the 

world squeeze you into its mold” (TLB). 
 

The Lord has put us in this land, for this time, with 

the promise of His presence assuring us with His 

peace that He will do what He says He will.  

Are you claiming His promises? 

Do you know His peace? 

Do you have the assurance of His presence? 

Will you proclaim your faith in who you are as a 

follower of Christ and stand as one who is distinct 

from the culture around you? 

 

 

 


