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Be a Peacemaker 

Genesis 33:1-20 
 

These are challenging days for sure for all of us and 

there isn’t any clear understanding of when this will 

all end.  Through it all God’s message to each of us 

remains the same.  It is an invitation to trust Him.  

No matter how difficult the circumstances the 

unchanging God is inviting us to develop stronger 

faith in changing and uncertain times.   
 

Throughout our study of Genesis we have seen 

evidence of God’s call to faith.  We have seen 

consequences of those who acted without faith, 

trusting instead in their own understanding rather 

than in God and we have seen times of deep faith. 

For Adam and Eve it was a call to take Him at His 

word, to believe Him. 

For Cain and Abel it was a call to faith in the 

sacrifices they brought. 

Enoch 

Noah 

Abraham and Sarah 

Lot 

Isaac and Rebekah 

Jacob  
 

We have been challenged to consider our own walk 

of faith and whether we will trust God in all 

circumstances or if we will instead choose to take 

matters into our own hands.  Complete trust in the 

Lord leads to peace of heart and mind.  A lack of 

faith in the Lord leads to anxiety and worry and 

even foolish decisions.  We cannot at the same time 

have faith and be fearful.  They are mutually 

exclusive.  They cannot co-exist. 
 

So as we come to our passage today in Genesis 33 

Jacob will meet his brother Esau after 20 years 

being absent.  He left knowing that his brother 

harbored tremendous hostility toward him.  Jacob 

knows he must confront the past if he is to receive 

the full blessing God promised him.  Will Jacob be 

fearful or have faith?  He has set his heart on 

reconciliation. 
 

One New Year's Eve at London's Garrick Club, 

British dramatist Frederick Lonsdale was asked by 

Symour Hicks to reconcile with a fellow member. 

The two had quarreled in the past and never 

restored their friendship. "You must," Hicks said to 

Lonsdale. "It is very unkind to be unfriendly at such 

a time. Go over now and wish him a happy New 

Year." 
 

So Lonsdale crossed the room and spoke to his 

enemy. "I wish you a happy New Year," he said, 

"but only one." 
 

Genesis 33 is a story of reconciliation.  Even before 

their birth, twin brothers were embroiled in conflict. 

From the point in time of our passage it has been 20 

years since Jacob had fled for his very life hoping to 

distance himself from the anger of his older twin 

brother, Esau.  With time, reflection, maturity and 

the working of God these two rivals would once 

again face each other.  As the meeting drew near, 

neither understood the intentions of the other.  One, 

armed with an army of 400 men was marching to 

confront the other who had rights to the birthright 

and blessing.  Esau thought Jacob was coming to 

make good on those rights. Jacob thought Esau still 

harbored deep seated bitterness and revenge. 
 

During the night Jacob had an encounter with the 

pre-incarnate Christ who altered his life forever 

both physically and spiritually.   
 

I find it interesting that days earlier God met Laban 

in a dream and told him not to touch Jacob.  But we 

are left to wonder why God did not speak to Esau 

with a similar message.  Maybe He wanted to see 

what Jacob would do in this situation. 
 

It is now morning.  Jacob had joined his family in 

time to look up and see his brother approaching.  I 

imagine them galloping along on their camels with 

the dust kicking up behind them as they rode to 

meet where Jacob now stood.  Will it be revenge or 

reconciliation?  Neither knew, but in the end both 

would experience the grace of God. 
 

Let’s notice first Jacob’s plan for reconciliation. 
 

I. JACOB’S PLAN FOR RECONCILIATION 

– vs. 1-3 
 

Over the course of the previous several days, Jacob 

had some important meetings. 

He met God’s angels. 

He met Laban. 
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He met the Lord. 

And now he is meeting Esau, an act that was 

necessary for his spiritual journey.  His faith will go 

no further unless and until he takes this step. It’s the 

same for us. When reconciliation is necessary, faith 

will not grow until it’s dealt with. 
 

Kent Hughes states something to keep in mind 

where any effort at reconciliation is pursued: “God 

had to deal with Jacob before Jacob could deal with 

Esau.”   
 

To put it another way, for Jacob to have any hope of 

getting right with his brother, he had to first of all 

be right with God. That’s why the Lord met him in 

the night and wrestled with him.  It wasn’t a feat of 

physical strength but one of spiritual growth.  The 

Lord brought Jacob to a place in his life where he 

had to wrestle with his true identity and whether or 

not he was going to change in character. 
 

That’s a good principle to keep in mind.  If we are 

at odds with someone else, we will never be 

completely right with them unless and until we are 

right with God.  Any effort at reconciliation must 

begin first with reconciliation with God.  Spiritual 

growth can be hindered if we are unwilling to work 

through reconciliation. 
 

Jacob had to confront Esau and attempt to work 

things out.  The night before he had divided his 

group into two companies after having set aside 

some of his flocks and herds and sent them ahead as 

a gift for Esau.  When given some time to think and 

wrestle on tough issues, perspective and plans can 

change. When he looked and saw Esau approaching 

Jacob altered his plan.  We aren’t told what he was 

thinking or feeling at that moment, so we are left to 

speculate.  I am certain my heart would have been 

racing, a large lump would have been noticeable in 

my throat, droplets of perspiration would have 

broken out that no amount of deodorant would have 

helped abate.  I would have been a nervous wreck. 
 

Maybe he was the kind of guy who was as cool as a 

cucumber under stress.  Instead of his two initial 

groups, he took his family and divided them up into 

four groups.  His two maidservant wives with their 

children went first, then Leah and her children and 

finally Rachel with her son, Joseph.   
 

It has been suggested that the order revealed who 

was most important to him.  To put it another way, 

he was offering maximum protection for those 

whom he loved the most.  As the saying goes “you 

save the best for last.” 
 

It looks like favoritism to me. 
 

From what we considered a few weeks ago, we  

could easily have concluded that Jacob had a yellow 

streak by sending his family and possessions across 

the Jabbok river ahead of him.  But in verse 3 we 

actually see something entirely different.  He isn’t 

displaying cowardice here.  Instead we see courage.  

The verse says that he led the way; he went ahead 

of them.  He stood as a barrier between his family 

and his brother.  If there was going to be trouble 

Esau would have to go through him first.   
 

In the Israeli army today, they teach officers to use 

the phrase “follow me” instead of “forward march”.  

In their military code, if an officer is not willing to 

put himself in front of his troops, he does not 

qualify to be a commander leading soldiers.   
 

Jacob led the way.   From what we have read so far, 

we might even say that he is the one who is 

initiating the effort of reconciliation.  Not only does 

he lead the way, he displays genuine humility.  

Jacob shows us two important responses in 

reconciliation. 
 

The first is to take the initiative.  That’s Biblical. 

Don’t wait for the other person to come to you, you 

go to them. It doesn’t matter if they are the offender 

and you are the offended or the other way around. 

The Biblical mandate is for you to seek them out 

regardless of who started it.  So the first response is 

to take the initiative. 
 

The second response is to show humility.  If we are 

going to be reconciled with someone, we need to 

swallow the bitter pill of our pride and seek them 

out.  Without humility we won’t take the initiative 

and we’ll always wait for them thinking it’s their 

responsibility, especially if they are the ones who  
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hurt us. 
 

As he approached his brother, still uncertain about  

what his intentions were, he bowed to the ground 

seven times.  Documents have been found in Egypt 

dating back to the 14th century B.C. indicating that 

in Middle Eastern culture bowing seven times was a 

sign of total submission.  When Jacob bowed 

prostrate on the ground before Esau, it didn’t mean 

that he was placing himself in servitude to his 

brother. Instead it was a way of showing respect and 

recognition to Esau who was ruler of that region.   
 

Matthew 5:23-24 gives us two important principles 

when it comes to reconciliation.  Not only does it 

say we should seek out the other person by taking 

the initiative in reconciliation, it also says we are to 

come with a humble and contrite spirit with our gift 

in hand.   

Matthew 5:23-24 “Therefore, if you are offering 

your gift at the altar and there remember that 

your brother has something against you, leave 

your gift there in front of the altar.  First go and 

be reconciled to your brother; then come and 

offer your gift.” 
 

If we are going to a brother for the purpose of being 

reconciled, it takes true humility on our part in 

doing so.   

Two important truths stand out to me from that 

passage. 

If we are to be in a right relationship with God 

where He accepts our gifts, we must first be 

reconciled with others. 

If we are to be in a right relationship with others, we 

must be in a right relationship with God.  That 

means we must leave our worship, our gift and go 

seek out that person and seek reconciliation, only 

then can we come to God in true worship.   
 

So what happens if you go and they don’t want to 

be reconciled?  Does that mean we can never be in a 

right relationship with God if there is still someone 

who won’t reciprocate in making amends? No.  You 

have done your part. 

As Pastor Don used to say, your response is your 

responsibility.  You aren’t and neither can you be 

responsible for their response, only your own.   

 

Jacob had a plan for reconciliation. 

Jacob also had a part in reconciliation.   
 

II. JACOB’S PART IN RECONCILIATION –  

vs. 4-15 
 

Alleviating any lingering fears for Jacob, although 

he made plans, it was actually Esau who made the 

first physical move.  It’s simply stated in verse 4. 

“But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; 

he threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

And they wept.” 
 

Jesus reminds us of something similar in the parable 

of the lost son in Luke 15:20. “So he (the son) got 

up and went to his father. But while he was still a 

long way off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 

threw his arms around him and kissed him.”  
 

The father didn’t stand there with a scolding look or 

condemning word.  He ran and embraced his son, 

which was a way of saying all is forgiven.  I accept 

you.  That’s how the Lord meets us.  When we, who 

have wronged Him, come to our senses and go to 

meet Him, He sees us from a long way off and runs 

to meet us and welcomes us with a loving embrace.  

That’s His grace.  My prayer is that you have 

experienced His welcoming reception. 
 

I well imagine Esau’s response must have been a 

welcome relief to Jacob.  Perhaps part of the 

weeping was not just about the reception he 

received but also the release of emotions that had 

built up regarding the uncertainty of what would 

happen at their meeting.  Tears flowed freely from 

both.  It was a time of reunion and reconciliation.  

The response of Esau was an indication of full, free, 

and complete forgiveness.  He held nothing back.  

There was no pretense, no deception, no hidden 

agenda.  Over time Esau had come to realize that 

the birthright and blessing rightfully belonged to 

Jacob and had surrendered any notion of enacting 

revenge for years of deception by his brother. 
 

John Phillips offers words that I trust will give you 

hope if there is an estrangement between you and 

someone else today that reconciliation is possible.  
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He writes: “The tears that flowed down the cheeks 

of the estranged brothers washed away all the 

bitterness and ill-will of more than 20 years.” 
 

It is truly a beautiful thing to witness when two 

people who were at odds, genuinely forgive each 

other and restore a fractured relationship. 
 

Phillips then adds “there is no room for a 

contentious spirit where reconciliation is sought.”  

We must come with a spirit of humility along with a 

remorseful and repentant heart.  If reconciliation is 

to happen, we cannot continue to harbor ill-will 

toward the other. 
 

What follows next is a cultural exchange.   

It was customary to offer a gift. 

It was customary to refuse the gift. 

It was customary for the giver to insist the receiver 

accept the gift. 

It was customary for the receiver to accept the gift. 
 

Notice that Jacob was asking for Esau’s favor.  It’s 

the same as seeking grace.  Jacob essentially is 

saying that he didn’t deserve anything Esau might 

give him in return because of how he had treated 

him in the past, but if he could find it in his heart, 

he would appreciate Esau extending grace to him.  

It doesn’t mean to overlook it as if it never 

happened, but to look past it. As he had received 

God’s favor, he was asking Esau for his favor. 
 

Jacob acknowledgement that God had given him 

everything out of His great favor.   

Verse 5b “They are children God has graciously 

given your servant.” 

Verse 10 “To see your face is like seeing the face 

of God.” 

Verse 11 “For God has been gracious to me.” 

It’s all God.  That’s God’s grace. 
 

Now in verse 11, the author provides a bit of irony 

in the words chosen.  The Hebrew word for present, 

which Jacob uses in offering these gifts to Esau in 

appreciation for his favor, is the same word for 

blessing in 27:35.  The author is saying that the 

blessing which Jacob labored to get really came 

from God.  A footnote in my study Bible puts it this 

way: “In his last attempt to express reconciliation 

with Esau, Jacob in a sense gave back the 

“blessing” he had stolen from his brother, doing so 

from the blessings the Lord had given him.” 
 

The gift offered by Jacob and received by Esau was 

a way of being assured of reconciliation between 

them.  In that culture it was the same as expressing 

a bond of friendship between them. 
 

When Esau told Jacob that he had plenty he was 

saying that he had enough and didn’t need anything 

else. 

When Jacob told Esau that he had all he needed, he 

was saying that he had inexhaustible resources 

through God.   

By not accepting help from Esau, Jacob was saying 

that he was confident there would be no further 

trouble between them.  
 

One other thing I want to point out to you is 

something not evident in our English translation 

that is seen in the Hebrew.  Instead of using the 

name Jehovah with Esau, a term that refers to God 

as a covenant God, Jacob used the more general 

name Elohim, which speaks of God as the Creator 

God.  Esau had no covenant relationship with God, 

so it would not have been appropriate for Jacob to 

use that term.  However, by referring to Him as the 

Creator God, it was a way of tugging on the 

spiritual heartstrings of Esau to point him back to 

who God was in the hopes that Esau might yet come 

into a covenant relationship with God. But before 

he could have a relationship with God, He needed to 

know who God was. 
 

Let me add one more important truth to keep in 

mind from our text.  When you truly love God and 

seek to grow in your relationship with Him, a love 

for and reconciliation with others will follow. 
 

So now in verses 16-20 we see Jacob’s 

procrastination after reconciliation. 
 

III. JACOB’S PROCRASTINATION AFTER 

RECONCILIATION – vs. 16-20 
 

Let’s recap for a moment. 
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In 31:3 God told Jacob to return to the land of his 

fathers. 

In 31:13 God referred to Himself as the God of 

Bethel, implying that Jacob was to return there. 

But in these remaining verses we see both a detour 

and a delay. 
 

We read in verse 14 that Jacob said he would catch 

up with Esau in Seir, where Esau lived.  We aren’t 

told that Jacob ever went there.  Perhaps he still had 

some of his old nature lingering around. Did he ever 

really intend on going to Seir?  It doesn’t sound like 

it, especially when read the word “however” in 

verse 17: “Jacob, however, went to Succoth.” 
 

God had told him to go back to the land of his 

father’s.  He crossed the Jabbok River to meet Esau, 

but in verse 17 we read that he went to Succoth, 

which is back across to the north of the Jabbok 

River. He’s going in the wrong direction. In settling 

down in Succoth he is disobeying God’s directive to 

go back to the land of his father.  We know that 

because it says he built a shelter for himself and for 

his livestock.  One author rightly states that “almost 

obedient is never enough.”  Jacob took a detour that 

delayed his going to Canaan. 
 

How many times have we taken a detour from what 

God has told us to do?  How many times have been 

mostly obedient? His Word is clear, yet we willfully 

choose to disobey it, even if it’s only in part.  For 

Jacob his detour was also a delay.  It didn’t happen 

just once, it happened a second time. 
 

We read in verse 18 that he went to the city of 

Shechem in Canaan.  Okay, so he’s now in Canaan, 

but it’s not where God wanted him to go.  It’s 

another detour and another delay.  We read that he 

bought some property from Hamor.  When we come 

to Genesis 34 we are going to see that this proved 

to be problematic for Jacob.  Had he only obeyed 

God he could have avoided a great tragedy because 

he chose instead to take a detour and a delay.   

In Succoth it was about pastureland. 

In Shechem it was about property. 
 

While verse 20 seems to end with a positive note 

where we see Jacob building an altar it could be 

seen in a negative sense as Jacob seems to justify 

his actions with an act of worship.  It’s as if he was 

asking God to accept his worship even though he  

hadn’t been fully obedient.  That happened in 

another passage with King Saul. 

I Samuel 15:22-23a “Does the Lord delight in 

burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in 

obeying the voice of the Lord?  To obey is better 

than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat 

of rams.  For rebellion is like the sin of 

divination, and arrogance like the evil of 

idolatry.” 
 

Lest we become too hard on Jacob, the name chose 

for this place is significant.  It literally means God, 

the God of Israel.  He was acknowledging that the 

God of Abraham and Isaac was now his God.  Some 

grow up following the faith of their parents.  God 

sometimes will use a crisis in their life to bring 

them to a point of making faith their own.  
  
Jacob had been living in the shadow of his parent’s 

faith, now God had brought him to a place where 

his faith in God was his own.  The name he gave to 

this place means  he was shaping his own faith in 

God by accepting God as his God.   
 

Maybe that’s been your experience. 
 

We have looked at Jacob’s plan for reconciliation, 

Jacob’s part in reconciliation and Jacob’s 

procrastination after reconciliation, so where does 

that leave us?  What does this passage have to do 

with me.  Let’s conclude with our purpose in 

reconciliation. 
 

Now, before we move to the last point, maybe this 

story of reconciliation speaks to you.  Perhaps there 

is someone with whom you need to be reconciled.  

Something may have happened this past week that 

resulted in ill feelings toward you or you toward 

them or maybe it’s even an estrangement.  Maybe it 

was last year or even 10 years ago and you or they 

have never gotten over it.  This passage would tell 

you to humble yourself and seek them out in order 

to restore that relationship.  But don’t be 

discouraged if they give you the cold shoulder brush 

off and respond with a no.  Do your part by going 



6 

Fellowship Bible Church 3/29/2020 

and let God do His part in their heart because God 

has a purpose in it.  It may turn out to be just like 

Jacob and Esau. 
 

Now let me close with this final point. 
 

IV. OUR PURPOSE IN RECONCILIATION  
 

We could spend a month of Sundays on this and 

only scratch the surface so bear with me as I hit 

some highlights.  I want to recommend a book that 

covers this in great detail, some of the closing 

points come from this book.  The title is The 

Peacemaker by Ken Sande.  The premise of the 

book is how we are to respond Biblically to 

conflicts, or how do we work through the process of 

reconciliation. 
 

First of all let’s understand that we live in a broken 

world and where there is a broken world there will  

be broken relationships.  That’s just a fact of the 

world we live in.  It’s happened to every one of us 

and even though Will Rogers once famously stated 

that he never met a man he didn’t like, if I were a 

betting man, I would bet there were those who 

didn’t like him.  Relationships are fragile.  All of us 

at one time or another have been affected.  It stings 

even more when it’s someone in the church or 

someone in our family. 
 

The first passage to turn to is part of what we call 

the High priestly prayer of Jesus. 

John 17:20-23 “My prayer is not for them alone.  

I pray also for those who will believe in Me 

through their message, that all of them may be 

one, Father, just as You are in Me and I am in 

You.  May they also be in Us so that the world 

may believe that You have sent Me.  I have given 

them the glory that You gave Me, that they may 

be one as We are one: I in them and You in Me.  

May they be brought to complete unity to let the 

world know that You sent Me and have loved 

them even as You have loved Me.” 
 

Jesus calls us to unity and He prays specifically for 

that to be evident within the body of Christ.  

Intuitively we understand that to mean that when 

unity has been disrupted reconciliation is necessary 

and we need to seek that person out to restore the 

unity that has been broken in the body.   
 

Even though we have tossed it around, something 

we haven’t done yet is define what reconciliation 

means.  Simply put reconciliation means to be 

restored to friendship or harmony after 

estrangement.  A relationship has resulted in some 

kind of rift where two people who once were 

friends are now at odds with each other, through 

any number of circumstances.  Reconciliation is a 

reuniting of those two estranged people or groups. 
 

Scripture speaks of reconciliation in two different 

ways. 

There is reconciliation with God. That’s vertical.  

Romans 5:8, 10 says we were once enemies with 

God and because of His love Christ died for us 

effectually reconciling a relationship that had been 

separated by our sin.  Unity with God is restored 

through Christ as a result of His death and our faith.  

His death on the cross made it possible for us to be 

at peace with God. The result is that our relationship 

that once was described as being enemies is now 

one of friendship.  We can only be reconciled with 

God because of Christ’s sacrifice and our 

acceptance of Him as Savior. 
 

There is also a horizontal reconciliation that occurs 

with others.   
 

We have a Biblical admonition to love one another.  

It doesn’t say when we want to or if we want to.  It 

doesn’t say it’s conditional.  To love one another 

means that it’s mutual.  That infers when a rift 

occurs between two people we have reconciled, 

there is unity.  Unfortunately, even among 

Christians, that isn’t always the case. One is willing, 

while the other is not.  To state a question from 

John “Where is the love of Christ in you?”  If we 

can’t love others, how can we say we really love 

God?  If we can’t truly love someone as God loves 

us then we can’t genuinely be reconciled with them. 

Loving God means we are to love others. 

Loving others presupposes that we will seek 

reconciliation with others when something occurs 

that causes a break in that relationship. 
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Romans 14:19 “Let us make every effort to do 

what leads to peace and to mutual edification.” 
 

II Corinthians 13:11 “… listen to my appeal, be 

of one mind, live in peace.  And the God of love 

and peace will be with you.” 
 

Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against 

such things there is no law.” 
 

Ephesians 4:3 “Make every effort to keep the 

unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” 
 

I Thessalonians 5:13 “Live at peace with each 

other.” 
 

II Timothy 2:22-25 
 

A call to peace among believers is a call to 

reconcile with believers when and where necessary. 

Colossians 3:15 “Let the peace of Christ rule in 

your hearts, since as members of one body you 

were called to peace.  And be thankful.” 
 

This verse is a call to peace and thankfulness, 

suggesting that a heart that lacks thankfulness is a 

breeding ground for dissention.  A thankful heart is 

a heart that seeks peace and restoration with others. 
 

When Colossians 3:15 speaks of letting peace rule 

in your heart, a word that means to judge or be an 

arbiter or umpire, it is in a tense that means a 

continuous action meaning that peace should be the 

deciding factor in all matters for the believer when 

it comes to our relationship with God and others. 
 

Matthew Henry writes “Let this peace rule in your 

heart; prevail and govern there, or as an umpire 

decide all matters of difference among you.” 
 

Conflict arises when we want our own way or 

when others don’t follow our lead, the result is a rift 

and reconciliation becomes the order of the day.   

Conflict can happen when we don’t agree. 

Conflict can happen because of a rumor. 

Conflict can happen because of something we have 

said (or not said) or something we did (or didn’t do) 
 

When conflict occurs, we are to GO.  That’s what 

we saw from Matthew 5:23-24.  Leave your gift at 

the alter and go be reconciled. 
 

I call it the “GO” principle – God and Others, 

keeping in mind that the first purpose that comes 

through reconciliation is that God is glorified 

through it.  The first thing we need to do is consider 

whether we are in a right relationship with God and 

if not confess it and be reconciled with Him. 
 

The second purpose in reconciliation is to serve 

others in the process.  Reconciliation is about 

putting away pride and obeying the Lord’s 

command to be at peace with each other.  So that 

means taking the initiative. 
 

Scripture tells us that we are to love one another, 

forgive one another, and be at peace with one 

another.  It is for God’s glory and our good.  God is 

glorified through our unity in the body and our 

growth as believers in the process of reconciliation.  

If we genuinely seek to forgive others and love 

them then the process of reconciliation must take 

into account the guiding principles of I Corinthians 

13:4-8a: “Love is patient, love is kind.  It does 

not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is 

not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 

angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does 

not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It 

always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres.  Love never fails.” 
 

Pray, prepare, proceed.  A closing question for 

action.  Is there someone with whom you need to be 

reconciled? 


