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Another Family Feud 

Genesis 29:1-30:43 
 

We begin our message in Genesis 29 where we will 

consider two chapters this morning.  They describe 

for us a 20-year span of time in which we get a front 

row seat on Jacob’s journey of faith and what a test 

of faith it will be.   
 

There are times when God must take us through a 

Haran to forge our faith and trust in Him before we 

are ready for His will to be accomplished in us.   
 

Our text opens up with Jacob resuming his journey 

after his nighttime encounter with God who not 

only revealed Himself in a very glorious way 

showing Jacob His omnipotence, omniscience and 

omnipresence through a dream with a ladder and 

angels coming and going between heaven and earth, 

God also conveyed to him the promises that had 

been given of prosperity and land and people.  He 

rose in the morning less fearful of a murderous 

rendezvous with his vengeful brother and more 

aware of God’s abiding presence and protection.  

Most translations begin Genesis 29 implying that he 

got up the next morning and casually continued his 

journey.  The Amplified Bible conveys what other 

translations describe as a rather nondescript trek 

from Bethel to Haran.  It provides the real intent 

conveyed in the original Hebrew language.  “Then 

Jacob went [briskly and cheerfully] on his way.” 
 

Picture him, if you will, walking with a lighter step, 

a smile on his face and perhaps a tune on his lips as 

he whistles while he walks.  The sky is brighter, the 

grass is greener, the chirping birds are sweeter, and 

the load he had been carrying seems easier.  If it had 

been written back then, he might have been singing 

this song by Oscar Hammerstein: 

Oh what a beautiful morning 

Oh what a beautiful day 

I’ve got a beautiful feeling 

Everything’s going my way. 
 

I think we have all at one time or another felt like 

that.  When everything seems to be going along 

without any problems, when life is good, it’s easy to 

be joyful, to walk with our head high and a light 

step.  But when things don’t seem to go our way, 

when there is strife at home, when our boss is more 

than unreasonable, when it seems like everyone is 

antagonistic toward us, can we still have that joy, 

joy, joy, joy down in our heart?   
 

It will take seven years, but Jacob is going to jump 

out of the proverbial frying pan and into the fire as 

he gets himself neck deep in the deception, greed, 

envy and jealousy of others interwoven throughout 

the story of the third patriarch.  Jacob will learn that 

while you can run from your problems to try and 

escape their consequences, eventually the 

consequences of past actions will catch up with you.  

Confronted with his own flawed nature, he begins 

to see the image of his character in the mirror of 

self-revelation. 
 

So with your Bible’s open, put on your knapsack 

and let’s journey along with Jacob.  We note first 

that Jacob experiences a shaky beginning. 
 

I. JACOB EXPERIENCES A SHAKY 

BEGINNING – vs. 1-14a 
 

Verse 1 tells us Jacob had finally arrived at the end 

of his destination.  The 500-mile trip has ended, but 

his journey of faith is only beginning.  It’s a journey 

that is not covered in miles or even according to a 

set timetable, but rather is measured in the 

development of one’s character and trust in God. 
 

While he has arrived in the location of his mother’s 

people, it is unclear if this is the same well that 

year’s earlier his grandfather’s servant, Eliezer, had 

come to on his errand to get Isaac a wife.  Some 

local shepherds were already gathered around the 

well loitering about with their sheep.  There is at 

first an indifferent reception to his arrival. 
 

A. An Indifferent Reception – vs. 1-8 
 

Shepherds were not milk toast kind of men.  They 

were hardened, calloused, and muscular, weathered 

by their living conditions out in the elements 

tending their sheep in the bitter cold of night and 

searing heat of day.  They felt the dry winds of the 

open plains and the pelting rain of a summer’s 

storm.  They knew how to defend against hungry 
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mountain lions and bears and the thieving attempts 

of marauding bandits.  They were seasoned and 

suspicious of outsiders.  So when this stranger 

walked up they were leery. 
 

The ever-gregarious Jacob strolled up and started a 

conversation and asked where they were from.   

His sociable inquiry was met with a rather 

monotone response – Haran.  They didn’t seem in 

the mood for conversation. 

He tried again.  Do you know Laban? 

It was the same type of response – yep. 

Their response revealed nothing about him or about 

his character.  It could mean that they were 

acquainted with him and knew where he lived, or 

could also imply that they knew the kind of shady 

dealing character Jacob would in time learn about 

firsthand.  Their answer could mean they knew him 

to be a dirty, no good, double dealing, scoundrel in 

an old western kind of way.  
 

Jacob apparently didn’t catch their double inuendo 

and asked a third question to hopefully generate a 

little more conversation.   

Well, if you know him, how is he?   
 

You can almost hear the collective sigh of relief 

coming from them in their response.  He is not only 

well, there is his daughter.  Finally, they could pass 

on this foreigner to someone else.  But Joseph’s 

response is somewhat telling of the kind of men 

these shepherds were.  It wasn’t time for watering 

the sheep so why were they here so early.  They 

should have been out where the sheep could graze 

instead of wasting time waiting for the time to water 

the flocks.  They wanted to be first in line because 

watering sheep took a long time.  In essence, he’s 

calling them lazy.  When all the sheep were 

gathered, the stone would be rolled away from the 

well.  It covered the well to protect the water from 

dust.  Moving it once after all the sheep were 

gathered ensured it would keep dust to a minimum.   
 

Their response to Jacob was rather indifferent, but 

with Rachel his reception was inviting. 
 

B. An Inviting Reception – vs. 9-14a 
 

Now I want you to notice something we passed over 

in verse 2.  It says there that the stone was very 

large.  It’s size required a few of them to roll the 

stone away, but we read in verse 10 that when he 

saw Rachel “he went over and rolled the stone 

away from the mouth of the well.”  Now he had 

everyone’s attention.  He watered all of his Uncle’s 

sheep and then revealed to Rachel who he was. 
 

Rachel did the same thing her mother did, ran home 

to tell the good news.  Dear old Dad was overjoyed 

that his sister’s son had come for a visit and ran out 

to meet his nephew.  Reading in between the lines a 

bit, we have to wonder if Laban had visions of the 

visit decades earlier when he was showered with all 

kinds of gifts from Abraham’s servant, but when he 

got to the well, Jacob was by himself, no camels 

loaded with all the finest of goods.  After taking 

him home and hearing a bit of Jacob’s story, 

probably sanitized with all the parts about what 

brought him to the land of his relatives in the first 

place omitted, the only conclusion Laban could 

make was that Jacob was in fact his relative.  It was 

indeed a shaky beginning that Jacob experienced. 
 

At first glance it looks like a noble thing that Laban 

does for Jacob, but underneath the discussion is a 

motive of exploitation.  If Laban couldn’t get any 

riches for free, he might as well take advantage of 

this guy who had nothing.  He would make Jacob 

work for him, oh, pay him for sure, but he would 

come out ahead in the end.  So, in verses 14b-30 

Jacob enters a shady deal. 
 

II. JACOB ENTERS A SHADY DEAL –  

vs. 14b-30 
 

Jacob doesn’t know it yet but he is about to be 

schooled in the art of deception.  It’s an intentional 

misleading of another.  We could substitute the 

word lying, because that’s what deception really is.  

Jeremiah 17:9 says that the heart is deceitful above 

all else.  Scripture says that deception keeps 

company with wickedness, cursing, hatred, theft, 

covetousness, adultery and murder.  Laban is going 

to employ the old bait and switch game and none 

played it better or smoother than Uncle Laban. 

In this section we note two things: 
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First, we see Jacob’s partnership begins. 
 

A. Jacob’s Partnership Begins – vs. 14-20 
 

It’s been a month and Jacob has fallen head over 

heels for Rachel.  She is absolutely beautiful.  One 

pastor perhaps rightly stated that an average woman 

would rather have beauty over brains because the 

average man sees better than he thinks. 
 

That was Jacob and Laban realized he had a golden 

egg in his hands that could take care of a problem of 

his own.  His daughter Leah, was, well, less than 

desirable.  Our text describes her as having weak 

eyes.  In a culture that prized the beauty of that 

feature, her weak or tender eyes were not anything 

to attract a suitor.  He couldn’t marry Rachel off 

until Leah was married and there weren’t any 

callers coming to court her.  Scholars suggest that 

weak eyes meant she had an eye problem.  It 

doesn’t mean that she was near sighted or far 

sighted.  Some believe it means she squinted.  

Squinting leaves wrinkles.  Others take it to mean 

that she was cross-eyed. 
 

Jacob, my boy, you’ve been here a month and I can 

see you are a hard worker.  You shouldn’t work for 

nothing.  I’ll pay you, what do you say we draw up 

some papers and you name your wages.   
 

Jacob, madly in love with Rachel was giddy as a 

schoolboy and only had eyes for her and he would 

do anything for her.  So he said he would work for 

seven years for nothing if in the end he could marry 

Rachel.  Seven, is after all, the perfect number for 

the perfect wife.  Laban himself must have been just 

as giddy inside because seven years of labor was 

worth far more than the dowry he would have 

received otherwise. 
 

We read at the end of this section in verse 20 that 

the days flew by for Jacob, that’s how much he 

loved Rachel.  Any amount of labor seemed like a 

breeze.  If this happened today I imagine he hung a 

big calendar on his tent wall and at the end of every 

day he would take a marker and cross off that day 

and say to himself well, only 2,791 more days to go. 

Every day was one day closer to that magical day. 

How many have heard the old saying that says if it 

sounds too good to be true, it is? 
 

Jacob is about to get a good dose of his own 

medicine.  He is about to find out that the world he 

thought he was living in is going to come crashing 

in around him.  This is where his problems begin. 
 

B. Jacob’s Problems Begin – vs. 21-30 
 

Now when we read our text we come away thinking 

that his commitment had been fulfilled and he went 

to his future father-in-law and said, well, I don’t 

know if you have been counting, but the seven years 

are up so let me have Rachel as agreed.  But the 

word “give” has an underlying tone that implies 

Laban was holding out, he was hedging on their 

agreement. Jacob is confronting Laban for delaying.  

Kent Hughes adds that it is the language of 

grievance.  He had a rightful bone to pick. They had 

made an agreement and Laban wasn’t keeping his 

end of the deal. 
 

So Laban prepared a feast for his household.  They 

partied late into the night when Jacob was ready to 

depart with his new bride.  She must have been 

heavily veiled, including her eyes because Jacob has 

no clue that underneath all that cloth he has been 

swindled.  These two sisters must have been about 

the same height for him not to notice a difference, 

but was he ever surprised and angry when in the 

morning he found that it was Leah with whom he 

had consummated the marriage and not Rachel for 

whom he had struck the deal.  You have to wonder 

what Laban did with her to keep her away from the 

festivities and what she thought about dear old dad 

to deny her day in the spotlight as the blushing bride 
 

But no argument could nullify the nuptials based on 

the customs that the oldest should be married first. 

Jacob now understood the indignation of what his 

brother Esau felt when he deceived him out of the 

birthright and the blessing. He now knew what it 

was like to be on the receiving end of such trickery 

and it was the gall of bitterness.   
 

There is an old saying that says when you sow the 

wind you reap the whirlwind.  Jacob is reaping the 
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consequences of sowing deceit.  Call it irony or 

poetic justice, Walvoord/Zuck in their commentary 

state that in the end “God orders the affairs of 

people to set things right…It was divine punishment 

to bring his own craftiness before his eyes.”   
 

Laban had Jacob back on his heels and offered 

Rachel for another seven years of service.  What 

other choice did Jacob have if he was to get what he 

really wanted, so he committed to seven more years 

of serving Laban for the wife he really wanted. 
 

Laban’s deception brought Jacob face to face with 

his own sin.  He learned a difficult lesson about 

entering into a shady deal, because it was a 

reminder of what he was like.  Have you ever found 

yourself in a similar situation where someone else’s 

actions against you reveal your own sins?  It should 

cause not only personal reflection, but repentance.  

We read that this problem created a whole other set 

of problems.  From 29:31-30:24 we notice that 

Jacob must endure sibling rivalry. 
 

III. Jacob Endures Sibling Rivalry – 29:31-30:24 
 

Now, there’s a reason that in the beginning of 

creation marriage was designed to be between one 

man and one woman.  Add any more and there is a 

recipe for trouble.  If he thought he had problems 

then, there are more and greater ones to follow. 
 

We have skimmed by the sins of greed and deceit, 

but here we camp out for a moment on two other 

besetting sins.  Let me preface it with a song from 

one of my favorite Christmas movies “White 

Christmas”.  Many of you should know it, I hope 

only as part of the movie plot and not by personal 

experience. 

Sisters, Sisters  

There were never such devoted sisters  

Never had to have a chaperon no sir  

I'm here to keep my eye on her 
 

Caring, sharing  

Every little thing that we are wearing  

When a certain gentleman arrives from Rome  

She wore the dress and I stayed home 
 

All kinds of weather  

We stick together two birds of a feather 

The same in the rain or sun  

Two different faces  

But in tight places  

We think and we act as one…uh-huh  
 

Those who've seen us  

Know that not a thing could come between us  

Many men have tried to split us up but no one can  

Lord help the mister  

Who comes between me and my sister  

And Lord help the sister who comes between me 

and my man 

Sister, Sister  

Sister don't come between me and my man 
 

In the book Husbands Who Won’t Lead and Wives 

Who Won’t Follow, author James Walker writes 

“Deep within each man and woman is a common 

longing, the desire to find comfort, companionship 

and fulfillment.” 
 

Leah wanted the love and affection of a husband but 

instead became an unwilling pawn in the chess 

game of deceit.  Laban used her just as much as he 

used Jacob.  His actions are insensitive and 

uncaring.  He’s doing it to get something out of it 

and plays on the emotional strings of his daughter 

who, at least in the beginning, is spurned by love.  

Two sisters are going to be on each other with envy 

and jealousy. 
 

If anyone thinks that envy and jealousy are some 

inconsequential, benign attitudes that carry little 

impact on them or others, they need to think again.  

The serpents of envy and jealousy raise their ugly 

heads in this passage like no other.  Even though 

our culture uses them interchangeably, let’s be clear 

that envy and jealousy are not the same.  Both are 

quite obvious in this passage.  It all began because 

Jacob loved Rachel and not Leah.  Over the course 

of time Leah began to have children, sons while 

Rachel was barren.   

Leah desperately wanted what Rachel had, the love 

and affection of a man. 

Rachel desperately wanted what Leah had, children. 
 

There is a jealousy that is good, like when we are  
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jealous for God’s honor.  But jealousy is often used 

in Scripture in a bad or sinful way. 

For example, Acts 7:9 refers to the jealousy 

Joseph’s 10 brothers had for him because he was 

Dad’s favorite, so the sold him into slavery. 
 

In Romans 13:13 jealousy is bed fellows with other  

sins like orgies, drunkenness, immorality, 

debaucher and rebellion. 
 

In I Corinthians 3:3 Paul says that jealousy is a 

part of carnality or living after the flesh and is 

included with quarreling and spiritual immaturity. 
 

In Paul’s second letter to Corinth he lumps it with  

quarreling, outbursts of anger, divisiveness, slander, 

gossip, arrogance, and disorder (II Cor. 12:20). 
 

James 3:14 includes it with selfish ambition.   
 

When jealousy is controlled by our desires, it’s a 

sin.  One author stated, “being jealous indicates that 

we are not satisfied with what God has given us.” 
 

Envy on the other hand is wanting what someone 

else has and looks with ill-will toward that person.  

It is the feeling of displeasure at hearing or seeing 

someone else’s prosperity.  A word that is often 

associated with envy in Scripture is the word 

covetousness, an excessive desire to want what 

belongs to someone else.  It can result in resentment 

and bitterness and anger.  Some will go so far as to 

scheme or plot to do anything to get it at any cost. 

As an example, Cain was envious of Abel’s offering 

and murdered his brother. 
 

In my other favorite Christmas movie, It’s a 

Wonderful Life, we see the envy George Bailey has 

for his friend Sam Wanewright because of his 

success in New York driving nice cars, wearing 

nice clothes, going on expensive vacations while 

he’s stuck in Bedford Falls.   

We envy others for the same things. 

We envy someone because they eat out at nice 

restaurants while we grab carry out at the local fast 

food joint. 

We envy someone’s promotion or their athletic 

ability or the number of friends they have. 
 

We envy the vacations others take or the freedom 

someone has to go wherever or whenever they want 

while we stay at home to care for an aging parent or 

loved one. 

Ecclesiastes 4:4 “And I saw that all labor and all 

achievement spring from man’s envy of his 

neighbor.  This too is meaningless, a chasing 

after the wind.”  Yet how much physical time and 

emotional energy do people spend on envy? 
 

One author distinguishes the difference between 

jealousy and envy. 

Envy is a reaction to lacking something that another 

person possesses.   

Jealousy is a reaction to the fear or threat of losing 

something or someone we possess. 
 

The Bible is clear about the serious emotional, 

physical and spiritual ramifications of envy. 

Proverbs 14:30 tells us that envy rots the bones.  

The NLT says it’s like cancer to the bones.  
 

Proverbs 27:4 says “Wrath is cruel and anger is 

outrageous, but who can stand before envy?” 

The Message asks who can survive envy? 

About this verse Walvoord and Zuck write “When a 

person is angry and furious he can be cruel toward 

others.  His words and actions may cause others to 

cower in fear.  But jealousy is even worse because it 

may include anger and fury and merciless revenge.” 
 

James 3:13-16 adds an additional stern warning 

about envy.   

“Who is wise and understanding among you? 

Let them show it by their good life, by deeds 

done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 

But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or 

deny the truth.  Such “wisdom” does not come 

down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, 

demonic.  For where you have envy and selfish 

ambition, there you find disorder and every evil 

practice.” 

Notice carefully that where envy and strife or 

selfish ambition exist there is chaos and every evil 

practice. 
 

And that’s exactly what we have going on in this  
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family between Leah and Rachel and if I can add 

here Rachel seems to be the worst one.  She is the 

one pulling the strings when it comes to who gets to 

have any time with her man.  Case in point.  Little 

Reuben, Leah’s first born, comes home with a 

handful of flowers.  Every mother loves a grubby 

little hand bringing home a bouquet of whatever 

junior just picked.  Mandrakes had purple flowers in 

the winter and fruit in the summer.  They were 

called love apples. People believed they would 

excite passion and promote fruitfulness in a barren 

woman.  Leah had them and Rachel wanted them.  

She wanted them because she thought they would 

make her fertile, so she swapped a night with Jacob 

for the flowers.  They didn’t help her because she 

remained barren, and Leah who gave up the passion 

fruit was the one who got pregnant adding fuel to 

the already heated fire of envy and jealousy.  They 

are the water in the cracks that causes the crack of 

bitterness, resentment, anger and the like to expand 

into greater emotional, physical and spiritual 

destruction. 
 

If Scripture has some clear teaching about the 

destruction caused by envy and jealousy, including 

some vivid examples, it also has some clear 

admonitions about how we can overcome it. 

Along with hypocrisy, malice, deceit, and slander I 

Peter 2:1 tells us it is a sin we should get rid of. 
 

In I Corinthians 13:4 we find that exhibiting true 

or godly love is one way to overcome envy.  
 

Galatians 5:16-26 says that walking by the Spirit 

and keeping in step with the Spirit produces in us 

the fruit of the Spirit.  Such characteristics 

imbedded and empowered in us by the Spirit help 

us so that we won’t become conceited or provoke 

and envy others. 
 

Remember that the root of envy comes from a 

dissatisfied heart, a heart that is not content with 

what God has given.  So when it comes to envy, a 

way to overcome it is to be content with what you 

have and to trust the Lord.  That, ultimately, is the 

best way to win over envy. 

Psalm 37:3-6 
 

So folks, don’t take the sins of envy and jealousy  

lightly.  They can destroy relationships, families 

and work ethics.  It can ruin your career, destroy 

your health and your testimony, and your emotional 

and spiritual wellbeing.   
 

In the closing verses of chapter 30 Jacob is 

beginning to open the door of faith wider, learning 

to trust the Lord more.  Up until this time he has 

been doing things his own way.  I believe he knew 

the Lord was with him, but I don’t believe he 

understood yet that he could trust the Lord with all 

his ways and in all his days, with all his heart.  Let’s 

close by taking a look as Jacob entertains a 

successful plan. 
 

IV. JACOB ENTERTAINS A SUCCESSFUL 

PLAN – vs. 25-43 
 

Jacob is ready to head home with his large family – 

two wives, two concubines, 12 children – 11 sons 

and a daughter.  But God isn’t finished with him in 

Haran.  He has more to learn.  Laban has learned 

something as well.  He is not a God fearing man, 

but he has come to realize that God has prospered 

him because of Jacob.  He wants Jacob to stick 

around.  He doesn’t care about any promises of land 

and large numbers of descendants.  He’s in it for the 

money.   
 

For 14 years Jacob has stood by watching Laban 

prosper, now it was time for him to take care of his 

family, to provide for them.  He proposes a plan.  

He would serve Laban some more, but he would get 

to keep a portion of the sheep and goats.  Sheep are 

generally white.  Goats are generally black or 

brown.  The deal was that any future sheep or goats 

that were spotted or striped would belong to Jacob.  

Laban would get to keep all the current sheep and 

goats that were spotted and striped.  Jacob would 

continue to tend all the rest.  So that he would come 

out ahead, Laban removed any of the spotted and 

striped animals to keep them from breeding with the 

others.  To ensure they didn’t mate, he put a three 

days journey between the flocks and herds. 
 

There was a superstitious belief still practiced today 

that if an animal sees something vivid during 
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mating it would affect the outcome of the 

pregnancy.  So when mating, Jacob looked for the 

more vigorous animals and bred them so that he 

received the stronger animals and Laban would get 

the weaker animals.  While it may have been some 

superstition behind it, there is some science to back 

it up.  It’s called hybrid vigor.  The more vigorous 

animal has a recessive spotted or striped gene that 

comes out in breeding.   Jacob saw it and he used it 

to his benefit.  We see the result in the last verse 

where it says he became exceedingly prosperous.   
 

What Laban thought was a surefire, failsafe plan for 

him, turned out instead to benefit Jacob.  And the 

good news is that Jacob did it all without being 

deceptive.  He is beginning to trust the Lord for the 

outcome. 
 

No soap opera director could write a better script, 

but just like soap operas, it’s a 20-year plot with the 

same characters.  So what can we learn from this 

sordid account? 

I hope that you are learning that when we try to do 

things our own way it doesn’t go so well. 
 

I hope that you are learning that we live with the 

consequences of earlier wrong decisions. 
 

I hope that you are learning that greed, deceit, envy 

and jealousy are a deadly venom overcome only by 

the Word of God and the power of the Spirit. 
 

I hope that you are learning that you can trust God’s 

plan for your life if you follow Him. 
 

I hope that you are learning God is always with you 

and will keep His promises. 
 

It ultimately comes down to this: what are you 

willing to surrender to the Lord?  That’s a lesson 

Jacob is learning.  Our closing hymn today is a 

prayer of surrender.  Is there any root of envy or 

jealousy or greed or deceit that you need to 

surrender to the Lord today? 
 

As we sing it to close are you willing to surrender 

all?  As we sing all four stanzas, pray and decide 

about your surrender to the Lord. 


