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God’s Power In Us 

John 1:12-13 
 

How many of you think this past year went by fast? 

It seems like just a blur as we come to the end of 

2019. Today’s message will conclude my Christmas 

series where over the past several messages we have 

looked at God’s presence with us; God’s payment 

for us; God’s praise by us (which we looked at 

Christmas eve) and now today looking at God’s 

power in us.  The passage I want to begin with is 

found in John 1:12-13, but we will be looking at 

some other passages as well.  But while it ends our 

short series it is a launching pad for 2020.   
 

I don’t know if you are a goal setter or not or just let 

things come what may.  But I hope you have one 

goal for this coming year and that is for your 

spiritual growth, making plans to mature in your 

faith in some way – that’s God’s power in us. 
 

How many of you read the fine print? 

There’s fine print on prescription bottles. 

There’s fine print on insurance contracts. 

There’s fine print on your car purchase or lease. 

I’m guilty and maybe you are too, of not reading all 

the fine print or just scanning over it quickly.  

Maybe you read the fine print on one contract but 

concluded that it must all be about the same, so 

don’t feel the need to read it for any of the other 

contracts. 
 

Our bulletin has some fine print and if you take time 

to read it, you may have noticed the fine print.  

Maybe you read it once or twice a long time ago, 

but it’s always the same so you just skip on by.  

Some of the fine print has changed and my guess is 

that with the exception of a handful of people most 

of you have probably missed it.  You probably have 

seen so often you glanced right over it without 

noticing a subtle change. 

I know you’re curious, so go ahead and look your 

bulletin over. 

You won’t find it under the order of service, the 

missionary information, the calendar of upcoming 

events or even under the church address 

information.   
 

To save yourself the trouble of wondering what I’m 

talking about, it’s in the church logo. 

Here’s a picture of how it was three weeks ago. 

Here’s a picture of how it is today. 

Here they are side by side. 

Do you see the difference? 
 

Several weeks ago, I mentioned that the Deacon 

Board commissioned, if you will, a committee to 

lay out some future plans for the direction of our 

church.  We didn’t take the time to come up with 

some clever name. 

FOCUS – Future operations for a Christ-centered 

unified strategy 

AIM – Axiomatic integrated maturity 

POINT – Pursuing organizational interests for 

needed transformation 

We just called it the strategic planning committee. 
 

This group is taking a look at where we are as a 

church, considering to some degree where we have 

been, with the goal of shaping the direction of 

where the church is going.  They will make a formal 

presentation to the Deacon Board, sometime in May 

and present its recommendations at the June 

business meeting, unless we decide to do it earlier at 

a special meeting. 
 

There is an old adage that says if you shoot at 

nothing you will hit it every time.  We have a target 

of shooting at the next 3-5 years.  One of the tools 

we will use in helping to shape what the target looks 

like will come from survey results.  If you have yet 

to fill one out and turned it in, please take some 

time and do so.  Whether you are a member or not 

we want to hear from you.   
 

So, now, back to the fine print.  One of the very first 

tasks the strategic planning committee did was to 

discuss and evaluate our purpose and mission 

statements as they appear on the title page of the 

Church’s constitution. 
 

What we thought was a slam dunk in terms of those 

two directional statements of the church turned out 

to encompass some lengthy and healthy discussion, 

discussion that ultimately led to our recommending 

some clarifying changes to the Board for 
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consideration.  We were unanimous in our decision 

that both needed some clarity.  We did not alter the 

content or the intent, but sharpened them so that it 

removed any ambiguity.  While good, we decided 

they could be better.  So we made some alterations 

and recommended them to the Board, which they 

heartily adopted. 
 

Our current purpose statement reads as follows: 

“The purpose of this Church shall be the 

edification of the believers, the evangelism of the 

non-believers, and the fellowship of its members 

through worship, preaching and teaching, and 

Christ-centered activities.” 
 

It explains our mission, which is to gather with  

Christ, grow in Christ, and go for Christ. 
 

We understand what it is saying because as a church 

those are reasonable things we should expect the 

church to be doing.  To one degree or another we 

believe that church should include teaching, 

evangelism and fellowship.  After all, that is the 

crux of ministry we read about in the early church 

in Acts 2.  And while we do them to one degree or 

another, they are very loosely tied together and in 

some cases may not be connected at all with the 

other components of the church.  Our belief is that 

there should be a coordinated effort that ties 

everything we do to our purpose – why do we exist?  

How are we as a church different from say Meijers 

or McDonald’s?  They could make claims that in 

some way they teach or evangelize or create an 

atmosphere of fellowship.  On any given day you 

can go to either place and see people huddled in 

groups whether at a table or in an aisle talking, they 

send out circulars advertising reasons you should 

shop or eat there, they will even do some kind of 

loose education.  What makes us different from 

them?   
 

So the strategic planning committee discussed and 

proposed some changes to our purpose that were 

discussed and agreed on by the Board.  Here it is: 

“Fellowship Bible Church is organized 

specifically for the God-honoring purpose of the 

edification of believers from God’s Holy Word, 

the Bible, the evangelism of non-believers 

through the gospel of God’s saving grace, and 

the fellowship of its members through worship, 

preaching/teaching, and Christ-centered 

activities.” 
 

Everything we do is directly tied to being God-

honoring.  So that whether it’s in edification, 

evangelism or fellowship it all honors God. 

I Corinthians 10:31 “Whether you eat or drink, 

do all to the glory of God.” 
 

Everything we do as a church should glorify God. 

We believed that it needed to be clear where 

edification of believers would come from. Although 

books by Dr. Seuss may teach some moral lessons, 

we aren’t going to pick one out of the library and 

teach from it.  We won’t teach from books on home 

improvement projects or landscaping as practical as 

they may be.  We wanted it to be clear that the 

central focus of our teaching comes from God’s 

Holy Word, the Bible.  It doesn’t come from the 

Koran, the Book of Mormon or the Watchtower 

Society. 
 

We also wanted evangelistic efforts to be clear that 

salvation is only through the grace of God.  Our 

evangelistic efforts are more than just having a 

robust missions family.  Part of evangelism is 

understanding and accepting our personal role in 

spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ to the 

community around us. 
 

And finally the primary reason for fellowship isn’t 

just to share a meal along with a few laughs or talk 

about our latest project or what the grandkids are up 

to.  It includes gathering for corporate worship, 

preaching/teaching and any of our activities all of 

which should be Christ-centered.  If there is one 

passage that encompasses the power of God in our 

gathering, growing, going, and going it’s in Acts 

2:42-47 where we read that they were devoted to 

each other in each of those areas and the result was 

that the Lord added daily those who were being 

saved.   To be devoted is to be committed. 

Acts 2:42-47 
 

So here’s the fine print, which has been part of our 

logo for about 10 or 12 years based on our mission. 
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It’s the how of the Purpose Statement.  Our current  

mission statement reads: Gathering in Christ, 

Growing with Christ, Going for Christ.  We altered 

it to read Gathering with Christ, Growing in Christ, 

Going for Christ, and Giving to Christ.  We’ll talk 

more about each of those in a moment. 
 

Two terms emerged as we discussed these ideas 

further.  They were the words ownership and 

engagement.  Engagement in the body of Christ in 

this local assembly only goes so far as ownership.  

The less ownership someone has in something, the 

less engaged.  The more ownership, the more 

engaged.  Ownership presupposes commitment. 
 

So you might be wondering what all this has to do 

with the message on God’s power in us.  My simple 

answer is that it has everything to with it. God came 

down to live among us, to be present with us, our 

Immanuel.  His presence with us is so He could be 

our payment for us for our sin.  Because He was our 

payment, He deserves praise by us.  His payment is 

on the front end of our praise.  On the back end of 

our praise by us is His power in us.  That’s where 

we take a look at John 1:12-13.  It is from this that 

we really see the four components of our mission 

statement come together. 
 

I. THE POWER OF GOD TO GATHER 
 

Instead of gathering in Christ, we changed it to read 

Gathering with Christ.  As believers in Christ, we 

are all a part of the body of Christ.  As an individual 

believer we gather with other believers locally 

which is gathering with Christ.  Hebrews 10:24-25 

reminds us about the importance of gathering with 

other believers to be encouraged and to challenge 

each other to be engaged in good works.  Because 

we are part of the body of Christ with Christ as our 

head, we gather with Him.  But our gathering with 

Christ begins only after a person has been saved 

otherwise we are just a social club. 
 

In John 1:12 we read that as many as received Him, 

which points back to the Light of the World, 

referring to the Word who is God and whom we 

learn in verse 14 is Jesus.  The person who believes 

in His name and receives Him has been given the 

power to become the son of God.  The word power 

in this verse is different from the word power used 

in Romans 1:16 where Paul says he is not ashamed 

of the gospel of Christ because it is the power of 

God for salvation. 
 

The word in Romans 1:16 is where we get the 

English word dynamite.  Only the power of God in 

the believer through the regenerating or 

transforming work of the Holy Spirit, can a person 

who was dead in trespasses and sins be made alive 

by His power in us. 
 

The week before Christmas my brother-in-law had a 

massive heart attack.  It took the ambulance seven 

minutes to get to the house after my sister-in-law 

had spent time trying to wake him up before calling 

9-1-1.  He’s a big guy and she’s a tiny person and 

could not get him on the floor. Once EMS got there, 

they worked on him for 20 minutes trying to get a 

heart beat.  They shocked him four times and used 

the Lucas device to do the compressions and finally 

got a heartbeat.  For all intents and purposes, he was 

dead.  Without the power of the defibrillator and the 

Lucas machine he would have never had another 

heartbeat.  But really, it was God’s power because 

He still has something for Jeff to do. 
 

We are spiritually dead, and only the regenerating 

power of the Holy Spirit brings us to life spiritually.  

Without His supernatural power at work in us, we 

remain spiritually dead. 

Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which 

we have done, but according to His mercy He 

saved us, by the washing of regeneration and the 

renewing of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Romans 1:16 tells us that the gospel carries the 

omnipotent power of God to save.  That simply 

means there isn’t anyone God can’t save.  There 

isn’t anyone beyond His power to save.  No one has 

done anything by which God’s power can’t forgive 

and save.  His power alone is sufficient to save so 

that there isn’t anything we can do to add to that 

power that is needed or required other than our 

believing and receiving. 

Romans 5:6 tells us that at just the right time, when 

we were helpless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
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In Titus 3:5, the word ‘regeneration’ carries the  

idea of new life, of being born again, or being born 

from above.   
 

John MacArthur writes that “The Holy Spirit, 

working through the Word, empowers our new life 

in Christ.” 
 

II Corinthians 5:17 says that if anyone is in Christ, 

He is a new creation. 
 

Once we have been given the power to be saved by 

the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit, another 

power has been released in us and that is what John 

1:12 is referring to.  It is a different kind of power.  

The word used there can be translated authority or 

right. 
 

Now verse 12 begins with the word “yet” or “but”, 

which links it to verses 10-11.  Look at them. 

“He was in the world, (speaking of Jesus), and 

though the world was made through Him, the 

world did not recognize Him.  He came to that 

which was His own, abut His own did not receive 

Him.  Yet…” 
 

In these two verses we see that when Jesus came 

into the world, the world didn’t recognize Him and 

when He went to His own people, they didn’t 

receive Him.  So they rejected Him and resisted 

Him.  YET, while the vast majority didn’t want 

anything to do with Him, there were some who 

believed and received. 
 

John 1:12 has three important verbs.  They are the 

words believe, receive, and become.  When you 

believe on the name of Jesus, you receive eternal 

life becoming a child of God.  The imparting of the 

gift of eternal life where you become a child of God 

is dependent on your believing and receiving.  No 

one will be born again without believing and 

receiving.  No one will be born again without the 

grace of God.  When we believe and receive the gift 

of salvation, which Christ bought for us by His 

death on the cross as payment for our sin, we are 

then given the right to become His children.   
 

John goes on to explain in verse 13 that we are not 

naturally the children of God.  We aren’t 

automatically spiritually born into his family.  Just 

because my parents were saved, doesn’t 

automatically make me saved.  Where the sin nature 

was credited to me and inherited by me because of 

Adam’s sin, the new birth of my parents cannot be 

credited to me.  My parents can pray that I become 

saved, but their wishing can’t make me saved.  

They can make me do a lot of things, but they can’t 

make me be saved.  Salvation is not by descent, or 

by design or by desire. 
 

Matthew Henry says “God’s Son became man, so 

man could become the sons of God.  We do not 

become the sons of God by the same manner of 

becoming children by natural parents.  Man polluted 

begat a son in his own likeness, but man sanctified 

and renewed does not beget a son in that likeness.” 
 

John MacArthur adds that “Salvation is not 

attainable through any racial or ethnic heritage 

(blood), personal desire (flesh), or man-made 

system (man).” 
 

God grants the right to become His child 

spontaneously at the moment of believing and 

receiving.   
 

In order to become the child of God we must 

believe, but belief is not in just anything. 

We can’t believe the church will save us. 

We can’t believe our good works will save us. 

We can’t believe our charity can save us. 

We can’t believe this chair or that car or some other 

person can save us. 

We must believe in Jesus Christ.  He is the only 

way to God the Father.  We must believe that His 

sacrifice on the cross paid the debt we owed for sin 

and satisfied the holy demands of God.  The proof 

that His sacrifice was accepted was in the 

resurrection that occurred three days later. 
 

Verses like John 3:16; 5:24; 6:35 make it clear that 

believing is an essential part of salvation and John 

1:12 says we must believe in His name.  To believe 

in His name means to believe in what He stands for 

and who He is; it is to believe that Jesus died for my 

sins, which presupposes that I know that I’m a 

sinner in need of a Savior and that only Jesus can 
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save.  But believing is only the first step.  The 

second step is to receive.   

It’s a word that means to take hold of, to obtain or 

to grasp.   
 

I can be sick and believe that by going to a doctor 

he can prescribe some medication for me to get 

better.  But it isn’t until I actually go and receive the 

medication he prescribes and take it that I will 

actually get well. 
 

I can believe that Jesus is the only way to be saved 

but if I don’t receive Him as my Savior, then the 

remedy for sin is of no value to.  Only by both 

believing and receiving can I then become the child 

of God.  That gives me the right to become part of 

His forever family.  This right as a child of God 

gives us the power by God to gather in His name 

with other believers.  But what is the purpose then 

of gathering if not for growing or maturing? 
 

II. THE POWER OF GOD TO GROW 
 

Instead of growing with Christ, we changed it to 

read Growing in Christ.  We don’t grow with 

Christ, who is perfect, but when we gather our aim 

should be to grow in Christ. 

Philippians 1:6 

Colossians 1:10-11 

II Peter 3:18 
 

God’s power is at work in you to transform you into 

His character.  His Spirit is working to develop 

God’s fruit in your life.  God not only has the power 

to save you, He has the power to sanctify you, to 

make you holy, to transform your character like that 

of His. That process John tells us won’t be complete 

until we see Christ. 

I John 3:2-3 
 

John wrote that he had no greater joy than to know 

his children walked in truth (III John 4).  We try to 

offer different opportunities other than just the 

Sunday sermon for your spiritual growth.   
 

Gathering with other believers for the purpose of 

growing is what Solomon implied when he wrote 

that “as iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens 

another (Proverbs 27:17).”  We need each other to 

mature in our faith.   

We need it for spiritual stimulation. 

We need it for spiritual application. 

We need it for spiritual accountability. 

I would love to see more folks at prayer meeting.  I 

know some find it challenging to drive at night.  I 

know some folks are busy, but I think we need a 

mid-week time just to be encouraged.  In the weeks 

and months ahead, we are going to put more 

emphasis on prayer than on actual Bible study.  

We’ll still have time for study, but we need to come 

together for corporate prayer.  The early church 

devoted themselves to praying together.  I know 

you pray for one another on you own, but getting 

together with believers to pour out your heart to 

God is an important part of spiritual growth.   
 

I would like to see more attend Adult Impact at 

10:00.   

I would like to see more men at the men’s Bible 

study, which only meets once a month on Saturday 

morning. 

I would like to see a woman’s Bible study again. 

But I know that some of you can’t because of work 

schedules.  So we also encourage Bible Study 

Fellowship as well. 
 

God has given us His Word and His Spirit to help 

us grow spiritually, but are we allowing Him to do 

His work in us?  As the adage goes “You can lead a 

horse to water but you can’t make him drink.” 
 

Through the survey results you will see some 

additional opportunities in the future to help you 

grow and if you are allowing God’s power to help 

you grow, you will experience God’s power to help 

you go. 
 

III. THE POWER OF GOD TO GO 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 

Acts 1:8 
 

Because the mandate is clear from Scripture, we 

didn’t change our Going for Christ.  Jesus says in 

Matthew 28 that the authority that had been given 

to Him, He was in turn passing on to His followers 
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to go make disciples. The emphasis of the verse is 

on the going. The assumption that in the going, we 

would make disciples along the way.  Over the  

years there have been a lot of different emphasis on 

types of evangelism.  One that picked up a lot of 

momentum trough churches like Willow Creek and 

Saddleback has been the idea of seeker sensitive 

churches where the focus is on ministry and 

messages that appeal to non-Christians encouraging 

services that create a comfortable, non-threatening 

environment for people to hear the claims of Christ.  

Without trying to be condescending in any way, that 

seems to me to take away the emphasis of going.  

While Jesus did have many come to where He was, 

like when He taught the Sermon on the Mount, we 

often see that Jesus went where sinners were.   

He went to the woman at the well. 

He went to the home of Zacchaeus. 
 

That said, the command given to us in this passage 

is that He would be with us in power in our going to 

spread the gospel and in the spreading of the gospel 

to disciple them in the faith.  Going is a command 

given to every believer and as church we are to 

what we can do to spread the gospel in our 

community.  Whether it’s in our gathering, or our 

growing or our going, something we felt missing 

was our giving.  In some way, giving is required for 

each of the other three to be successful.  So we 

added a fourth statement as part of our mission: 

Giving to Christ.  Again, if all we do is to be God-

honoring, then it’s only through the power of God 

that we can give. 
 

IV. THE POWER OF GOD TO GIVE 
 

We felt that giving was a missing component of 

what it is to be a Christian and God’s call on every 

believer.  By giving we mean it in three different 

ways, each of which is just one facet of the 

believer’s response to Christ.  They include our 

time, our talents, and our tithe, each of which is a 

part of our service to the Lord.  So first, we give our 

of our talent. 
 

A. We Give of Our Talent 
 

When it comes to talents, we all have skills that  

vary from person to person.  Talents can either be 

something that is natural or something that has been 

developed.  We might look at someone and describe 

them as being a natural at something they can do.  

It’s often said of athletes.  Some of you have a 

talent of cooking that you have learned or 

developed over time.  Elaine has a talent for 

knitting.  I don’t think she was born with knitting 

needles in her hands, but was a skill she developed 

over time and she is quite handy, pardon the pun, at 

being a knitting machine which she does for charity. 

Whether a natural or learned talent, they can be 

used by the Lord in some way to help the church 

grow.  Every person has a talent or skill. 

More than just talents, each believer has also been  

given one or more spiritual gifts that are to be used 

for the benefit of the body and the glory of God.  

Gifts are given to every person in the body of Christ 

not so you can serve me, but so that we can serve 

one another.  It’s not about what I can get, but what 

I can give.  Where talents are natural or learned, 

spiritual gifts are just that, they are supernaturally 

given by the Holy Spirit for the benefit of the body.  

We don’t choose our spiritual gift, the Holy Spirit 

has chosen it for us as needed in the body. 

I Corinthians 12:4-7, 11 
 

We are to give of our talent. 

We are also to give of our time.   
 

B. We Give of Our Time 
 

We all have the same amount of time in a day.  

Some may say that they don’t have as much time as 

they would like.  That doesn’t mean that you only 

have 22 hours while others have been given 24 

hours.  It simply means that your schedule may be 

filled with things that limit what you can do.  Paul 

writes that we are all called to serve one another out 

of love (Galatians 5:13) and that takes time.  

Sometimes it’s inconvenient.  We may have to set 

aside something we want to do in order to serve 

someone in the church.   

Visiting someone at home or in the hospital takes 

time. 

Taking a meal to someone takes time. 

Teaching a class takes time. 
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Helping clean the church takes time. 

Serving takes time, but we are all in some way to 

serve each other. 

In some way, we are to give of our time. 
 

Then there is giving of our tithe. 
 

C. We Give of Our Tithe 
 

We give a portion back to the Lord as He blesses us.  

Someday I’ll do a message on tithing, but for now 

let me just say that I believe the New Testament 

principle is determined between you and the Lord as 

to how much you give based on Paul’s teaching in 

II Corinthians 9:6-7.  But giving should be for the 

purpose of meeting our ministry commitments in 

the local body and to our missionaries.   
 

When it comes to each of these three things: talent, 

time and tithe, it is not an either/or, it is a both/and.  

In some way we should be giving in each of these 

three areas as the Lord leads in your life for His 

glory and for the benefit of the body. 
 

So we made those recommendations approved by 

the Board and you will see them going forward as 

we strategize for the future with those in mind. The 

task before the strategic planning committee is 

related to the what.  That’s where the vision comes 

into focus.  What are the things we are doing and 

will do that will accomplish our purpose and 

mission?  Essentially it boils down to what we are 

going to do to equip the believers of Fellowship 

Bible Church to grow in Christ through teaching 

and fellowship and reach the world for Christ 

starting with our own community? 
 

I mentioned ownership and engagement as two 

words that surfaced in our discussions.  Another 

word that also surfaced was the word balance.  God 

hasn’t called us just to be a church that gathers or 

just a church that grows spiritually or just a church 

that goes or just a church that gives.  He has called 

us to be a church has balance in each of these four 

areas in a God-honoring way.   
 

Near the beginning of the Navigator ministry they 

designed what came to be known as the Wheel 

illustration.   

The hub is Christ at the center of our lives.   

The wheel is our obedience to Christ. 

Four spokes connect the hub and wheel. 

The two vertical spokes speak about our 

relationship with God through His Word and prayer. 

The two horizontal spokes speak about our 

relationship with others through fellowship with 

believers and the evangelism of unbelievers. 
 

The point is that the wheel needs to be balanced for 

it to operate smoothly.  In the same way, the church 

needs to be balance in its gathering, growing, going, 

and giving.  We are asking each of you to consider 

your role in helping us achieve balance in our 

ministry so that together we will God-honoring 

ministry that will achieve our purpose. 
 

David was asked by his father to take some 

provisions to his brother who were fighting in King 

Saul’s army against the Philistines.  He arrived at 

the time of day when their champion Goliath came 

out to challenge the Israelites.  He had been taunting 

them for 40 days.  David was appalled at the 

arrogant outburst of this heathen and wanted to 

know what would be done for the man who killed 

this giant defying and denouncing the Living God.  

His brothers rebuked him for thinking that he could 

do anything thinking he only came out to see the 

battle.  David gave a simple answer that echoes 

through time to today and challenges us to consider 

the giant before us as a church and what lies ahead.  

It will require some change for all of us. 

It will require some challenge for all of us. 

It will require some courage by all of us. 

But let his words be our rallying cry. 

We read it in I Samuel 17:29: “Is there not a 

cause?” 
 

Our cause is God-honoring teaching, evangelism 

and fellowship. 

It is a journey of faith that we are on together. 

It requires being a participant not a spectator for 

next year and beyond. 


