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God’s Payment For Us 

Matthew 1:21; Luke 19:10 
 

Well, here we are at the doorstep of Christmas. Are 

there any last-minute shoppers?  The internet and 

delivery services certainly help some people out of 

a pickle, that is, if you are willing to pay expedited 

and exorbitant shipping costs to ensure it arrives on 

time.  But after all the wrapping paper has been 

crumpled up in the trash, after the last bit of tinsel 

has come off the tree and the last ornament safely 

nestled in the plastic tote until next year it will be 

time for families to assess the financial shortfall 

from their holiday purchases.  
 

In 2018, U.S. shoppers amassed an average of 

$1,054 of debt during the Christmas season.  That’s 

an increase of 5% from the previous year according 

to a survey from the personal finance website 

MagnifyMoney.  They estimate that 44% of 

shoppers spent more than $1,000 in holiday debt 

and 5% accumulated more than $5,000 in debt. 
 

Of those surveyed shoppers only half of them 

expect to pay the debt off within three months while 

29% said they needed more than five months to pay 

it off creating additional debt from interest on credit 

card balances.  10% admitted that they would only 

be able to pay the minimum payment. 
 

If a person has a debt of $1,054 and pays the 

minimum amount of $25 per month, it would take 

that person until 2023 to pay off the balance.  With 

an average interest rate of 15.9%, according to 

MagnifyMoney analysis, that adds up to an 

additional $500, increasing the original amount by 

half.  
 

According to Varo Money, Inc. the cause of this 

debt is Americans not sticking to their budgets.  

They noted that 74% underestimated costs. 
 

Several factors were cited for this overspending. 

36% were last minute gifts 

27% were regular gift purchases 

27% was for food 

17% on decorations 

16% on new holiday outfits 
 

That’s a lot of debt to pay back just for Christmas  

items and that doesn’t account for any other debt a 

person may have like automobiles, vacations, 

mortgage payments, school loans, etc.  No wonder 

people play the lottery with the hope of winning the 

big one to pay off all their accumulated debt. 
 

As of Wednesday, December 18 at 5:37 p.m., 

according to the US debt clock in real time, the US 

national debt was over $23 Trillion.  That’s an 

enormous debt.  How will we ever pay it off? 
 

It would be great if somehow all our personal and 

national debt got wiped out and paid off.  We have 

all heard about generous people coming along and 

handing out $100 dollar bills or some anonymous 

person who generously pays off the debt of another.  

Maybe you hope that would happen to you. I heard 

last week about a grade schoolboy who paid off the 

lunch bills of his classmates.  Organizations like 

Folds of Honor help pay off a mortgage for a family 

whose loved one serving in the military was killed 

in action.   
 

Sometimes debt can seem so huge that we wonder if 

we will ever be able to pay it off.  But as large a 

debt as we may carry financially there is an even 

larger debt that we can never pay back and that is 

the debt of sin.  No matter how hard we may try, no 

matter how much good we may do, no matter how 

much we could give, nothing we do will ever repay 

the debt of sin. 
 

At this time of year as we celebrate Christmas it’s 

easy to focus on the wonderful message of the 

newborn baby Jesus.  It’s easy to get caught up in 

the praise of the angels and the excitement of the 

shepherds.  It’s easy to get enraptured by the joyful 

sights and sounds of Christmas as we sing the 

melodious songs about the birth of Jesus and forget 

about why He came.  I wrote a poem for today. 
 

Jingle, jingle ring the bells on Christmas morn 

Announcing to the world Jesus has been born. 

Glory to God who reigns on high, 

Proclaimed the angels from the sky. 

Peace to all men on the earth, 

Through Christ the Savior at His birth. 
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Though born in such a humble way, 

In a crude manger did the babe now lay. 

For God sought man their hearts to win, 

And by His death He’d conquer sin. 

That we through faith would forever be 

The sons of God from sin set free. 
 

So while we celebrate His joyful birth, 

Let’s not forget why He came to earth. 

Yes, sing loudly and proclaim our joy, 

For our salvation is through this little boy. 

Stand amazed our debt He paid, 

Sons of God we now are made. 
 

This morning we will look at two passages: 

Matthew 1:21 and Luke 19:10.  It is from these 

passages that I want us to see God’s payment for us.  

A payment that would wipe out the debt of sin.  

Matthew 1:21 “She will give birth to a son, and 

you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He 

will save His people from their sins.” 
 

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek 

and to save what was lost.” 
 

These two verses speak first of all about our 

universal problem. 
 

I. OUR UNIVERSAL PROBLEM 
 

It’s a known fact that some men don’t like to admit 

when they are lost.  They adamantly refuse to stop 

and ask directions.  Someone once gave me some 

advice when driving in a new area.  He said never 

say you’re lost, but out on an adventure.  

Sometimes the directions you are given can be 

wrong or can take you somewhere else.  I was 

riding to Boston one time with some people for a 

wedding.  We were given directions to the house 

where we would be staying.  However, the 

directions, road names and where to turn took us 

somewhere else.  We eventually stopped only to 

find out that while almost identical the directions 

we followed actually took us to a very dangerous 

part of the city, at night. 
 

It’s the same with people who refuse to admit that  

their soul is lost or who think they have been given 

the right directions but find in the end that they  

were nowhere near the real destination. 
 

The Bible is very clear that we are all lost, that we 

have all sinned.  Lewis Sperry Chafer defines sin 

simply as anything that is against God. Throughout 

Scripture we read that God is Holy, that all His 

actions and thoughts and words are morally right.  

He does nothing wrong because His nature is holy.  

He does not sin because in His nature He cannot 

sin.  We, on the other hand, are sinners because that 

is our nature. 
 

Romans 3:23 “All have sinned and fallen short of 

the glory of God.” 

That literally means we have missed the mark 

which is the standard of God’s holiness.  Someone 

explained it this way, that missing one mark means 

we hit another mark.  We missed God’s standard of 

holiness, but we hit the mark of sin. 
 

Another meaning or definition of sin comes from 

Isaiah 53:6. The idea of sin conveyed there and the 

universal nature of sin that we all possess is that we 

have all wandered or gone astray.   

“All we like sheep have gone astray, we have 

turned everyone to his own way.”  

The Messages says “We're all like sheep who've 

wandered off and gotten lost. We've all done our 

own thing, gone our own way.” 

The New Living Translation reads “we have left 

God’s path to follow our own.” 
 

The book of Judges describes it as everyone doing 

what was right in his own eyes.  We aren’t the only 

culture that has ignored and abandoned absolute 

truth for relativism, which means you determine 

what is right or wrong.  We have all gone astray, we 

have all wandered, we have all missed the mark of 

God’s standard. 
 

From time to time you have heard me say that I’m 

not a sinner because I sin, I sin because I am a 

sinner by nature and it’s a universal problem.  The 

Bible speaks of three types of sin that we are all 

guilty of. 

The first type is sin that is inherited. 
 

A. Inherited Sin 
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To inherit something means we get something that 

belonged to someone else.  When we speak about 

inheriting the sin nature, Paul describes it as 

something we all inherited through our 

representatives Adam and Eve.  In their original 

state they were without sin, but when they sinned by 

disobeying God, they instantly became sinners. 

Their sin nature was passed on to us as something 

inherited from them.  Paul explains it this way in 

Romans 5:12 – “sin entered the world through 

one man.” 
 

King David says the same thing in Psalm 51:5 

when he says that he was sinful at birth even from 

the time he was conceived.   
 

There is no getting around the fact that we are all 

sinners because we inherited it from our parents 

who inherited it from their parents who inherited it 

from their parents all the way back to Adam and 

Eve.  Sin is inherited. 
 

The second type of sin is imputed sin. 
 

B. Imputed Sin 
 

Don’t let that fancy word scare you.  It simply 

means to attribute or credit something to someone 

else.  It literally means to assign to someone else. 
 

We often think of it in a positive way by saying that 

when we trust Christ as Savior, His righteousness is 

credited to us.  But there was first a negative side to 

it as well.  The sin of Adam was credited to us. 

Romans 5:18 “the result of one trespass was 

condemnation for all men.” 
 

When Achan sinned by taking forbidden items after 

Jericho was conquered, the whole nation was guilty 

of his sin.   
 

When Adam and Eve sinned by eating the forbidden 

fruit their sin was credited to all of humanity.  In 

addition to the fallen nature we received from the 

first couple, we have all been credited with the guilt 

of their sin as well.  This guilt occurred even before 

the law was given.  Because we are guilty of 

credited sin, we are all under the same judgment of 

death because of that sin.  It was imputed to us. 

 

There is a third type of sin for which we are guilty.  

It’s individual sin. 
 

C. Individual Sin 
 

These are the sins we commit every day.  They are 

the choices we make to disobey God in some way 

either in what we say, how we act or in what we 

think.  And again, sin isn’t what I say it is, it’s what 

God says it is.   
 

Louis Sperry Chafer writes “Sin is sin because it is 

different from what God is and God is eternally 

holy.  Sin is always against God.” 
 

In Psalm 51:4 David said that his sin was only 

against God even though it involved things done to 

or against others.  He describes his sin as doing evil 

in God’s sight and it’s something we do every day 

many times over each day.  And the Bible describes 

it as a universal problem.  We are all guilty of 

individual sin. 
 

When Jesus told Nicodemus that God loves the 

world, He meant it in a universal manner.  The Jews 

thought that they weren’t included in this because, 

after all, they were Israelites – God’s chosen people, 

they had the law of God, and they worshipped in the 

Temple of God.  Anyone not a Jew was a sinner.  

Jesus put that notion to rest by saying even the Jews 

were part of the world, they also needed to believe 

in God’s only Son so that they wouldn’t perish, but 

be given eternal life.   
 

Again, we aren’t sinners because we sin, we sin 

because we are sinners. 
 

To use a phrase from the 2016 elections every one 

of us is in the basket of deplorables because we are 

all sinners.  Every one of us has wandered and gone 

astray, we have all fallen short of God’s mark. 
 

Now you might be wondering what all this has to do 

with Christmas.  After all, Christmas is supposed to 

be a joyful time, when kids are jingle belling, and 

everyone telling you be of good cheer.  And in a 

sense, we would say yes, it is the hap happiest 

season of all because it is the celebration of the birth 
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of Jesus who came to be the universal provision for 

our universal problem. 
 

II. OUR UNIVERSAL PROVISION 
 

The universal provision is Jesus.  We learn that 

from Matthew 1:21 when the angel told Joseph to 

give the child Mary was carrying the name Jesus.  

He spoke of Jesus saving from sin.  It’s the message 

the shepherds received out in the hills surrounding 

Bethlehem on the night they were visited by the 

angels announcing that the Savior was born.  They 

described that event and this child, the Christ, the 

anointed one as bringing great joy to all the people. 

Even they proclaimed that Jesus was the universal 

provision for the universal problem of sin.   
 

Days later a man named Simeon, led by God’s 

Spirit went to the Temple at just the time Joseph 

and Mary brought Jesus to perform the Jewish rites 

on a newborn boy.  He recognized Jesus as the 

salvation promised by God.  At the same time a 

woman named Anna called Him the Redeemer.   
 

So on one hand Christmas should be a sober 

reminder of our sin because a Savior came, but it is 

also a time of celebration knowing the provision for 

our sin had been born.  He came to save us from our 

sin, He came to seek and save the lost.  But we 

won’t or can’t be saved if we don’t admit we’re 

lost, if we don’t admit we have this problem of sin.  

So on the one hand it truly is the most wonderful 

time of the year but on the other hand when I think 

about the reason Jesus had to come at all it’s a sober 

reminder of my lost condition and what He had to 

endure on my behalf to save me. 
 

Now bring that closer to home to each of us as 

individuals.  Jesus is not only a universal Savior, He 

is also a unique Savior, a personal Savior.  In a 

hymn that covers the scope of Jesus’s ministry the 

song begins by noting the personal nature of Jesus 

to each of us with these lyrics:  

Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown 

When Thou camest to earth for me. 
 

Let that thought roll around in your noodle for a  

moment – that Jesus came for me.  I needed Him. 

I was lost. 

I was a sinner. 
 

His coming as the Savior wasn’t just for the Jews. 

His coming wasn’t just for the rich or the religious. 

His coming wasn’t just for the people of that time in 

history. 

His coming as Savior was for me. 

It was for everyone who had been born and died 

before that; for everyone who was living at that 

time; and for all who would be born after that.  He 

is a personal Savior who came for you and me, He 

came to seek after you and me, He came to save you 

and me because we were lost.  He came to be Savior 

for everyone and anyone who would admit they are 

lost in need of a Savior, everyone and anyone who 

would believe that He is the Savior, everyone and 

anyone who would receive Him as Savior.  He came 

to be our Savior.  There is salvation in no one else 

than in Jesus. He is a universal provision. 

There is no other name given among men whereby 

we can be saved than by Jesus. 

Acts 4:8-12 

John 3:16-18 

John 14:5-6 

I Timothy 2:1-6 
 

A universal problem needs a universal provision 

and Jesus is the only way, exclusive to all other 

claims of anyone else or any other religious or 

philosophical ideology that’s out there.   
 

Charles Templeton, like many others, states that the 

uniqueness of Jesus as the only Savior is an 

“insufferable presumption”.  What he means by that 

is that it is purely egocentric or arrogant to think 

that Jesus is the only Savior.  Any other way is just 

as good.   
 

But the Bible is very clear that there is no other way 

for man to be saved than through the provision of 

this Savior.  A person may recognize his sinfulness 

but be unwilling to consider that there is only one 

way or that there are many ways.  Now please don’t 

misunderstand what I mean by universal provision.  

While Jesus died for all, and God is not willing for 

any to perish, the Bible is clear that only those who 

believe on Jesus Christ will be saved.  No other 
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world religion can claim that its founder came to 

seek out the sinner.  No other religion can claim that 

its founder was the provision for the problem of sin. 

No other religion had its founder die on behalf of its 

followers to give them everlasting life.  No other 

religion has a living founder.  
 

So how is Jesus the provision for our problem.  We 

must consider then His payment.  How did He 

provide for the problem of sin? 
 

III. OUR UNIVERSAL PAYMENT 
 

The King of kings came humbly and lived among 

us in order to die for us.  

In the shadow of the cradle is the cross.  

Dottie Rambo put it so eloquently in her song “If 

That Isn’t Love”.  

He left the splendor of heaven,  

knowing His destiny  

was the lonely hill of Golgotha,  

there to lay down His life for me. 

CCLI 1292471 
 

The only real joy of Christmas is because of the 

reason He came, to save us from our sin and the 

only way He could save us from our sin was to die 

for us, to take our place.  The justice of God 

demanded death for the payment of sin.  If Jesus 

didn’t come to earth to live among us, our sin debt 

could only be satisfied by our death which wouldn’t 

give us eternal life because a sinner can’t pay for 

sin.  But because Jesus came He took our sins on 

himself on the cross and died in our place to satisfy 

the righteous demands of God. 

I Peter 1:18-19 

I Peter 2:24 

I Peter 3:18 
 

Avowed atheist, Richards Dawkins writes: “It’s a 

horrible idea that God, this paragon of wisdom and 

knowledge and power couldn’t think of a better way 

to forgive us our sins than to come down to earth in 

his alter ego as his son and have himself hideously 

tortured and executed so that he could forgive 

himself…If God wanted to forgive sins, why not 

just forgive them, without having himself tortured  

and executed in payment thereby.” 

He’s saying that if God is supposed to be so smart 

and powerful he should have been able to come up 

with a better plan to forgive sin than come down to 

earth himself, be tortured and die.   
 

In Romans 1:21 Paul says that their thinking has 

become futile and their foolish hearts darkened.  

They neither see nor believe that death is the 

payment for sin because they don’t see their sin.  In 

an interview Dawkins stated that there is no such 

thing as evil.  So if they are unwilling to see their 

sin, they are unwilling to see the necessity of a 

payment for sin and that the only payment was for 

God Himself to take sin on Himself in the person of 

His Son and die in our place to satisfy His holy 

requirements. 
 

Matthew Henry writes “In saving them from sin, He 

saves them from wrath and the curse…Christ came 

to save His people, not in their sins, but from their 

sins; to purchase for them, not a liberty to sin, but a 

liberty from sin, to redeem them from all iniquity 

and so to redeem them from among men to Himself, 

who is separate from sinners.” 
 

Philip Bliss helps us here in his hymn. 

Man of sorrows what a name 

For the Son of God who came 

Ruined sinners to reclaim! 

Hallelujah, what a Savior! 

CCLI 1292471 
 

The only payment for sin is the shed blood of 

Christ.  Sin is never forgiven merely by divine 

leniency where God just arbitrarily forgives our 

debt.  In the Garden of Eden God made it clear to 

Adam and Eve that disobedience would result in 

death.  It was restated in Romans 6:23 that sins 

payment was death, but then the payment was 

clearly stated that the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ. 
 

Where sin was credited to us by Adam and Eve, our 

sin was credited to Christ on the cross when He died 

for our sin or as the angel put it to Joseph to save us 

from our sin (II Corinthians 5:21).  When we trust 

Christ as Savior, to save us from our sins, then the 

righteousness of Christ is imputed or credited to us  
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through faith. 
 

The only way our inestimable debt of sin could be 

satisfied was for Christ to die in our place, to be our 

payment.  The only way Christ could die in our 

place was for Him to be born as one of us.  Because 

Christ lived among us and died for us, God is able 

to save us to the uttermost. 
 

We had a problem.  Our problem was sin. 

God made a provision.  It was in the babe Jesus who 

would serve as our payment for sin. 
 

One day when heaven was filled with His praises, 

One day when sin was as black as can be, 

Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin, 

Dwelt among men – my example is He! 
 

Living, He loved me; 

Dying, He saved me;  

Buried, He carried my sins far away; 

Rising, He justified freely forever; 

One day He’s coming – O glorious day! 

CCLI 1292471 
 

What is the real reason to celebrate Christmas?  It’s 

because God’s payment for our sin was born. 
 

Bekka Nash posted something on Facebook this 

past week I thought so fitting for the message.  

Paul Tripp wrote “What happens when the glory of 

God’s grace collides with the tragedy of sin?  

Christmas happens.” 
 

Matthew 1:21 “She will give birth to a son, and 

you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He 

will save His people from their sins.” 
 

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek 

and to save what was lost.” 
 

Before Randy comes to lead us in a closing song, I 

would like us to sing a song to close the message.  

It’s a song of praise for the cradle and the cross and 

the payment Christ made for our sin, the reason we 

really celebrate Christmas. 
 

Hymn #107 – Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 
 

 


