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A Day or Two in the Walk of Faith 

Genesis 13:1-14:24 
 

Being a camp counselor was a lot of fun.  We had 8 

or 9 impressionable boys for whom we were 

responsible to guide through a week of activities 

that included chores, scheduled and unscheduled 

activities like free time, meals, games, chapel, and 

devotions.  We removed gnats from eyes, took 

campers to the medicine Teepee when a knee got 

scraped up during a softball game, became tour 

guides in the chapel and blockhouse museums, went 

on hikes and made hobo stoves out of #10 cans for 

the overnight in the woods.   
 

Overnights were a special time of taking our tribe 

out into the woods to sleep under the stars and haze 

of mosquitos.  We would cook out around a 

campfire, head to a designated spot where all the 

guys participated in some combined planned 

surprise hour after which we would gather around a 

roaring fire for chapel.  Then we had to navigate the 

blackness of the woods and make our way back to 

our campsite with only some cheap flashlights.  We 

would get the fire started again and sit around the 

flickering light talking late into the night on into the 

beginning of the next day.  One by one we would 

eventually drift off to sleep although it was often 

interrupted by an acorn protruding into your back 

under your sleeping bag, mosquitos buzzing your 

ears, or the occasional noise echoing through the 

deep woods.  When morning arrived as the guys 

began to rouse with disheveled hair and faces 

smeared with a night of outdoor camping, we would 

start the fire for breakfast.  I prided myself on only 

having to use one match that lit the fire the night 

before.  We would dig up the hot coals, lay our 

kindling in the pit and then blow on the embers to 

rekindle the fire.  It worked every time. 
 

Looking at chapter 12 two weeks ago we saw 

Abram’s journey of faith.  In chapter 11, he, along 

with his father Terah, Abram’s wife Sarai, and his 

nephew Lot journeyed to Haran in route to Canaan.  

For some unknown reason, the author has left us to 

wonder why they remained there when the call to 

Abram was to journey to Canaan, the land that 

would be given to his descendants.  Abram didn’t 

know where God was leading.  He was to trust God 

along the way.  God doesn’t often tell us the way; 

we are only to follow obediently.  He will always 

lead us to the right destination if we are willing to 

follow.  If we truly believe God to be who He says 

He is, we can trust Him to lead us even when the 

path is unknown or may seem difficult.  But 

something had distracted them in Haran where they 

remained for some 35 years. 
 

After Terah’s death, Abram received a second call 

to resume his journey on to Canaan.  Along the path 

of faith, there are trials and testings that determine 

the depth of our faith that help to develop our faith.  

Such a test came to Abram in the form of a famine.  

Instead of walking by faith, he walked by sight and 

took his family to Egypt where his hatched plan for 

survival unraveled.  Instead of his name being 

blessed, he was sent away in shame.  His faith had 

faltered, and he failed this test.  He headed back to 

the place where God had wanted him to remain in 

yjr gotdy [;svr.   
 

It is often in the petri dish of failure that we either 

become bitter or better.  What we discover in the 

two chapters we will look at today is Abram’s 

response to his failure.    It’s a lesson we need to 

learn when our faith has faltered and we have failed 

the test of faith.  Is our faith better or do we become 

bitter?  So, join me in Genesis 13 and 14 where we 

will see once again Abram’s faith on display.  He is 

once more given a test to determine the depth of his 

faith. How he responds here gives us a window into 

God’s grace after faith has faltered.  God doesn’t 

have a one and done policy when it comes to 

failure.  He picks us up, dusts us off, and helps us 

set our feet in the right direction to where He wants 

us to go.  But we have to decide if we still want to 

follow. Some Christians after a failure want to just 

throw their hands up in the air and say what’s the 

use.  Others become more determined to learn from 

their mistakes so it doesn’t happen again.  They are 

determined to trust God.  In these chapters the 

author helps us to explore our own faith.  

How will Abram respond? How would we respond?   
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We see it in the opening verses of chapter 13 where 

Abram’s faith is rekindled. 
 

I. ABRAM’S FAITH IS REKINDLED –  

13:1-13 
 

Like my overnight campfire, the embers of Abram’s 

faith were still smoldering.  It only needed to be 

fanned a little.   
 

Now, the first thing about a rekindled faith is that it 

walks with purpose. 
 

A. Rekindled Faith Walks With Purpose –  

vs. 1-3a 
 

Allow me a little latitude by reading between the 

lines here.  We have a choice to make after we have 

failed in doing what God asks of us, when we have 

chosen to walk by sight and not by faith, when we 

have chosen to go our own way rather than follow 

God.  We can remain thwarted and beaten or we can 

return triumphant.  We can remain overwhelmed 

with guilt or return overjoyed by grace. 
 

We see two such examples in the New Testament. 

Matthew 27:1-5 - Judas 

Matthew 26:69-75 - Peter 
 

Judas consumed by the thought that there was no 

way out for him, allowed the weight of his guilt to 

condemn him and went and killed himself.  He 

failed to see that God’s mercy forgives our failures. 

Peter on the other hand, recognized his need of 

forgiveness and went out in bitter tears and 

repented.  John 21 records his restoration when 

Jesus gives Peter a personal invitation to resume his 

role in ministry. 
 

I imagine that Abram and God had a long talk about 

what had happened on the road out of Egypt back to 

Canaan.  I believe that Abram was truly remorseful 

and humbled in repentance before the Lord.  I 

imagine that, like the tax collector in the Temple, 

Abram, broken by his own sin, begged for God’s 

mercy.  God is never done with a heart that is 

repentant.  He rekindles that faith, fanning it into 

flames that will grow into greater faith.  Abram did 

not wallow in the mud of self-pity, but instead 

chose to pursue a life of following God, of obeying 

God, of living for God of trusting God.   
 

Our text begins by saying he took everything he had 

and went by way of the Negev until he came to 

Bethel.  He had been there once before.  It’s same 

place where he had built an altar. 
 

Let me pause here and ask you a question. 

Does your faith need to be rekindled? 

Do you need to return to the place God was leading 

you to? 

Do you need to have a long talk with God that 

includes repentance with a desire to live a life 

committed to following and trusting Him? 
 

Abram walked back to the place where he knew his 

faith could be rekindled.  It is at that place, where in 

faith, he resumed his worship. 
 

B. Rekindled Faith Worships With Persistence – 

vs. 3-4 
 

I said two weeks ago that faith behaves by walking 

and that faith behaves by worshipping.  A true walk 

of faith will always result in our worship, even 

when that walk involves trials. 
 

Sitting in prison, Paul wrote “Rejoice in the Lord 

always, I will say it again: Rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4) 

He would then go on to encourage his hearers in 

verse 6 not to worry about anything.  He’s calling 

believers to have faith in God, to trust God so that 

as you bring your requests to Him, those things that 

might otherwise cause anxiety, your faith, couched 

in thanksgiving, will result in God’s peace settling 

your heart. 
 

We will see in a moment that is a lesson Abram was 

beginning to understand and believe.  Sometimes 

we can let the guilt of our failure keep us from 

worshipping God.  We may conclude that God can’t 

be pleased with our worship because we let Him 

down.  So we don’t or we just go through the 

motions. 

Isaiah 6:1-6 should encourage you to worship 

freely and wholeheartedly even after our faith has 

faltered and after genuine repentance. 

Psalm 32:1-9 
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Psalm 51:1-4, 7-10, 13-15 
 

David reminds all of us that genuine repentance 

coupled with obedient faith always results in 

worshipping and praising God. 
 

Abram returned to the place where he had last 

worshipped God.  It was a place where he would 

receive a fresh start, a place of renewed obedience.   
 

Is it time for you to return and worship God, to go 

back to the last place your faith was strong and 

renew your worship? 
 

Rekindled faith worships with persistence.  It 

doesn’t stop. 
 

Then, rekindled faith waits with patience. 
 

C. Rekindled Faith Waits With Patience –  

vs. 5-18 
 

It is my belief that in the hours after a victory, that 

is when the enemy is most likely to strike.  It’s the 

time when we seem to be most vulnerable.  We can 

be caught up so much in the glory of the win, so to 

speak, that we let our guard down.  That’s when our 

enemy, Satan, attacks with a vengeance.  Abram 

will once again be confronted with a test of his 

faith.  How would he respond?  The issue has to do 

with the vast wealth both he and Lot had acquired.  

They were nomadic people moving where the 

pastures could support their many flocks and herds.  

Strife broke out between their respective herdsmen. 

We got here first. 

No, we got here first. 

The arguments were heated.  Our text tells us they 

were quarreling or that there was strife between 

them.   
 

That word can have three different meanings.  Any 

one of them may have been intended here. The first 

way refers to physical combat either between two 

people or two groups of people.  It could be that 

these two groups were fighting over the land. 
 

The second meaning refers to verbal confrontation. 

They were arguing and quarreling.  They were in a 

war of words over the land. 
 

The third meaning can refer to something that is  

legal or judicial.  They may have each laid legal 

claim over the land and so were arguing from a 

judicial viewpoint regarding use or ownership. 
 

It’s not clear what is meant here, other than there 

was great animosity between the two groups. 
 

Now something that is easy to miss is tucked neatly 

at the end of verse 7 – “The Canaanites and the 

Perizzites were also living in the land at that 

time.” 
 

You might wonder why that’s important. 

Remember that two weeks ago I had mentioned that 

when Abram built his altars and worshipped God it 

was a witness to the people around him that 

although they worshipped other gods, he was not 

going to worship any of them. He was only going to 

worship the living God.  This was a testimony to 

them that Abram was different. 
 

Now here they were back in the land and an 

argument broke out.  What kind of witness was that 

of the living God they claimed to follow? 
 

It’s the same for the church.  We are surrounded by 

people who are, if you will, serving other gods, and 

when they see us arguing, what kind of a testimony 

is that to them, especially when we claim to be 

people who are to love each other? 
 

Here’s where we see Abram’s faith begin to shine.  

The first time he was in Bethel his faith was tried by 

famine. The second time it is tried by greed caused 

by strife.  Abram took the initiative in resolving the 

conflict. 

Proverbs 17:14 “Starting a quarrel is like 

breaching a dam; so drop the matter before a 

dispute breaks out.” 
 

II Timothy 2:24-25 “And the Lord’s servant 

must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to 

everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those who 

oppose him he must instruct, in the hope that 

God will grant them repentance leading them to 

a knowledge of the truth, and that they will come 

to their senses and escape from the trap of the 

devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.” 
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Abram was the older.  He could have claimed right 

to the land based on his seniority. 

Abram was the one called by God.  He could have 

claimed right to the land based on God’s promise. 
 

Instead he deferred his right to Lot.  In this decision 

he demonstrated both selflessness and generosity 

He practiced the principle of Philippians 2:3-4 

“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory 

but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others 

better than themselves.  Look not every man on 

his own things, but every man also on the things 

of others.” 
 

God had promised him the land and no matter if he 

gave it away, in the end God’s will would override 

any plan of man.  Abram was stepping out in faith.  

In Egypt he only thought of his survival.  In Bethel 

he was thinking of God’s promise.   

When faith takes over our lives, we stop grasping. 
 

Alexander MacLaren writes “The less our energies 

are consumed in asserting ourselves, and 

scrambling for our rights, and cutting in before 

other people, so as to get the best places for 

ourselves, the more we shall have to space for better 

things; and the more we live in the future and leave 

God to order our ways, the more shall our soul be 

wrapped in perfect peace.” 
 

Abram could let go of the land God promised 

knowing and believing that His sovereign plan 

would ultimately prevail. 

So what do we need to let go of in order to 

experience the peace of God in the precious 

promises He as given to us? 

II Peter 1:3-4 “His divine power has given us 

everything we need for life and godliness 

through our knowledge of Him who called us by 

His own glory and goodness.  Through these He 

has given us His very great and precious 

promises, so that through them you may 

participate in the divine nature and escape the  

corruption in the world caused by evil desires.” 
 

Abram was looking beyond the temporal to the 

eternal. 
 

Now, I’m not going to spend any time on Lot’s 

decision because we will look at this when we come 

to chapters 18-19 where we will have a Lot to think 

about.  Here we see that Lot looked at, longed for, 

and lived in Sodom. 
 

Warren Wiersbe notes that “The problem between 

Abram and Lot was not caused by the land, the 

famine, or even their herdsmen.  The heart of every 

problem is the problem of the heart.” 

Jeremiah 17:9-10 “The heart is deceitful above 

all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand 

it?  I the Lord search the heart and examine the 

mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, 

according to what his deeds deserve.” 
 

Matthew 6:21 “For where your treasure is, there 

your heart is also.” 
 

Matthew 12:34b-35 “For out of the overflow of 

the heart the mouth speaks.  The good man 

brings good things out of the good stored up in 

him, and the evil man brings evil things out of 

the evil stored up in him.”  
 

Abram’s heart was right with God while the heart of 

Lot was not.  Abram sought to please God.  He had 

learned what Jesus would teach in Matthew 6:33 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness and all these things will be added 

to him.” 
 

Lot sought to please only himself.  We never hear 

of him building an altar, because the altar of self 

had already been built in his heart.  Abram was 

standing on the promise of God even though he 

gave Lot the choice of where to settle.  Abram and 

Lot are a study in contrasts.  Lot was selfish and 

coveted what he saw.  Abram looked to God and the 

covenant and did as God commanded as was 

blessed.   

Are you like Lot walking by sight or are you like 

Abram walking by faith? 
 

We can lift our eyes and see what the world has to 

offer or what heaven has offer.  But remember that 

if we love the world, the love of the Father is not in 

us (I John 2:15-16).  Is the temporal pulling at us? 



5 

Fellowship Bible Church 8/25/2019 Pastor Howie Wideman 

We will pursue where our heart is and in the 

pursuing walk by faith or by sight, live for greed or 

live for God.  I John 2:17 says “the world and its 

desires pass away, but the man who does the will 

of God lives forever.”  It’s our choice.   
 

Does your faith need to be rekindled today?  Does it 

walk with purpose, worship with persistence and 

wait with patience as it seeks to trust and obey God?  

Abram’s faith was rekindled. 

Abram’s future was reaffirmed. 
 

II. ABRAM’S FAITH IS REAFFIRMED – 

13:14-18 
 

Here is a condensed version of the promise God 

made to Abram back in chapter 12.  It’s a 

reassurance to Abram that he had made the right 

choice to walk in faith because God, who is 

sovereign, would keep His word. 
 

Faith trusts in the promises of God because it is God 

who made them. 

So when you are walking in faith following God 

never doubt that it’s the right way.  He will keep 

His Word. “Faithful is He who promised.” 

Believe God when He says to you this is the way 

walk in it. 
 

God reaffirms three components of His promise to 

Abram.  These promises assume in them Abram 

would be blessed and he would be a blessing to all 

nations. 
 

A. There Is The Promise Of A Possession –  

13:14-15 
 

Back in verse 10 Lot looked and he saw what 

pleased him.  Here in verse 14 Abram was told to 

look at what pleased God.  It was a promise that all 

this land would be given to his descendants. 
 

B. There Is The Promise Of A Posterity – 13:16 
 

The author uses a simile or figure of speech to show 

how many descendants he would have in becoming 

a great nation.  We understand how quickly dust 

multiplies when we dust.  They would be as 

numerous as the dust of the earth.  Elsewhere they 

are described as numbering the stars of the heavens 

or the sand in the sea.  In other words, they would 

be countless. 
 

C. There Is The Promise Of A Purpose –  

13:17-18 
 

God told Abram to go and walk through the land as 

if to claim ownership of it and inspect it.   
 

We are blessed to live on a portion of land that was 

originally deeded to the owner under the Homestead 

Act.  The year in which Michigan became a State 

160 acres was given to farm.  I’m certain the owner 

walked through the property to inspect the land 

given to him by the government.  This was a way of 

claiming ownership. 
 

Abram was to go through the land and look it over.  

It would all one day belong to his descendants.  As 

he did, the last verse of chapter 13 tells us of 

another act of faith, another indication that Abram 

was choosing to trust and obey God. He came to the 

“great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built 

an alter to the Lord.” 
 

Underline those last three words “to the Lord.”  

They’re important.  It wasn’t an altar to himself.  It 

wasn’t an altar to any other pagan god or gods. This 

was to the Lord.  What Abram is declaring here is 

the same thing we see proclaimed in Revelation 4 

and what will be proclaimed for eternity, that God 

alone is worthy of our worship, of all worship.  As 

it was with Abram so it is with us, worship is by 

faith.  But when we reach the final destination of 

our Promised Land, our worship will be by sight.  

Abram chose to confirm his desire to walk by faith.   
 

It may not be on the mountain’s height 

Or over the stormy sea, 

It may not be at the battle’s front 

My Lord will have need of me; 

But if by a still, small voice He calls 

To paths I do not know, 

I’ll answer, dear Lord, with my hand in Thine, 

I’ll go where You want me to go. 
 

Refrain: 

I’ll go where You want me to go, dear Lord, 
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O'er mountain or plain or sea; 

I’ll say what you want me to say, dear Lord, 

I’ll be what You want me to be. 

CCLI 1292471 
 

Do you need God to reaffirm your faith today?  Will 

your faith take you where God wants you to go?  

Will you put your hand in God’s and let Him lead? 
 

Look through His Word and notice those very great 

and precious promises He has given you and claim 

them by faith.  
 

That brings us to our closing point this morning.  

When faith is rekindled and reaffirmed, faith is then 

rewarded. 

 

III. ABRAM’S FAITH IS REWARDED –  

14:1-24 
 

Verses 1-12 are essentially a synopsis of a battle 

that takes place.  For 12 years 5 city kings had been 

under the subjugation of 4 city kings.  Like any 

oppressed people, they had had enough.  They 

revolted.  Any revolt is really an act of war.  So the 

4 kings marched down to put the 5 kings back in 

check.  Perhaps they thought with the battle in their 

backyard they would have the home court 

advantage.  That didn’t happen.  You would think 

that with the battle taking place in their own 

backyard the 5 kings would have known the layout 

of the land.  But that didn’t happen either.  They got 

bogged down in tar pits. Everything was plundered 

and people were taken as captives.  We learn that 

Lot is among the POW’s.   
 

It is in the remainder of the chapter that we see how 

Abram’s faith is rewarded.  First, it was rewarded 

by the triumph he had. 
 

A. Faith Is Rewarded By The Triumph He Had–  

vs. 13-17 
 

The scope of Abram’s wealth is evident in the 

number of servants he had – 318.  They were all 

trained, all born in his household, they were all 

loyal.  In ancient texts the word “trained” means 

armed retainers or simply they knew how to fight.  

In these verses we are given a look through the 

window of Abram’s character.  He could have 

chosen to do nothing.  After all it was Lot’s choice 

to move there and what could 318 men do against 

the armies of 4 kings?  That’s what Gideon thought 

when he was to fight the 100,000+ soldiers of 

Assyria with 300 men. Abram could have bargained 

for Lot’s life and paid a ransom or he could have 

negotiated a peace treaty.  Instead, he chose to act 

swiftly and decisively.  Selflessness looks to the 

needs of others.  Faith ultimately led Abram to act 

with courage.  He was resting in the promise of God 

that through Him a nation would be born so he was 

assured of God’s protection.  Gathering his trained 

men, he pursued the armies. Understand this was no 

small feat.  They were in Hebron, which is about 20 

miles west of the Dead Sea in the southern region of 

Canaan.  They caught up with the armies 120 miles 

near Dan, which is on the northern border of 

Canaan.  They attacked at night and God gave them 

a victory but had to chase them for another 100 

miles up near Damascus.  Abram’s faith is rewarded 

by his triumph. 
 

How many of you think that Abram had a long talk 

with Lot as they traveled those 200 miles back 

home?   
 

This chapter closes out with one more way in which 

Abram’s faith was rewarded. 
 

B. Faith Is Rewarded By The Tribute He Made 

– vs. 18-24 
 

We could spend a whole message just on this 

passage.  But let me say that Melchizedek is a type 

of Christ.  Check out Hebrews 7 sometime.  His 

name means king of righteousness or the king who 

is righteous.  He believed in the Most High God.  

He believed that God was the Creator.  He blessed 

both Abram and God to whom really belongs all 

glory and praise.  He also understood God’s 

sovereignty who is in control of all nations.  We 

don’t know much else about his faith in God except 

that here was a Canaanite king who worshipped 

God.  Salem is also Jerusalem and means peace.  

When Abram returned, Melchizedek offered 

hospitality by giving him something to eat.  Abram 



7 

Fellowship Bible Church 8/25/2019 Pastor Howie Wideman 

in return showed respect for and superiority of 

Melchizedek for his hospitality and gave him tithes.   
 

In contrast to Melchizedek is the king of Sodom 

who wanted to give Abram the spoils in exchange 

for all the people.  Abram’s refusal is really an 

indication that his obligation was to no one except 

God.  Had he kept the spoils, the king of Sodom 

could have required his allegiance later on claiming 

that he had the right of kingship over Abram. Verse 

22 is telling us that Abram had made an oath to God 

as the one who was his true king.  It was God on 

whom he depended and not man.  He was 

acknowledging that his wealth came from God and 

not man. 
 

These two chapters help us to see how Abram’s 

faith was rekindled.  It shows us that when we falter 

and fail, we can return to a place of worship through 

repentance and a renewed commitment to trust God 

in our journey.  It shows us that there will always be 

tests to our faith, so that our faith can grow.  How 

we respond is a choice we make.  We can learn to 

walk by faith as Abram was learning to do and look 

to what is yet future or we can walk by sight as Lot 

did caught up in pursuing what was worldly.  It all 

boils down to what is in the heart.  What’s in the 

heart will drive our decision to walk by faith or 

walk by sight. 
 

In closing let me ask once more: Does your faith 

need to be rekindled today?   

Does it walk with purpose, worship with persistence 

and wait with patience?  

Does your faith need to be reaffirmed? 

There is a reward for those who walk by faith.  


