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It’s All So Confusing 

Genesis 11:1-9 
 

I want to begin by telling you what an incredible 

vacation we had traveling first to attend the 

wedding for Aaron and Bekka.  We were a maized 

at the Corn Palace where they tell no secrets 

because it’s all ears.  I have to say though, that 

traveling through Iowa left me with the uneasy 

feeling of being trapped in Twilight Zone episode 

because of the endless acres of corn. 
 

We visited 1880 town which was a real western 

town at one time and the location where they filmed 

part of the movie “Dances with Wolves.” 
 

What was both beautiful and foreboding was our 

trip to and hike through the Badlands.  It was miles 

and miles of virtual nothingness.  As we hiked one 

of the trails in utter barrenness we came across a 

little grassy knoll where a Big Horn sheep was 

tucked in a little alcove about 30 yards off the trail.   
 

We saw and hiked around Mt. Rushmore and 

Devil’s Tower.  That was breathtaking. 
 

We spent two days in Yellowstone driving through 

some of its mountains and hiking around some 

trails, seeing Old Faithful erupt, bison, elk, bear, 

and deer.  Robyn was driving as we entered from 

the east side of the park.  We drove into and up the 

mountain pass with winding roads.  It was a 

gripping experience to see both the beauty of the 

mountains and holding on while she navigated the 

turns.  I was gripping the dashboard so I didn’t get 

any pictures. 
 

Thankfully there were no emergencies because 

where we stayed for four days at Heart 6 Ranch in 

Moran with the population of 7 or 8 had no cell 

service.  The final two days were spent in the 

Tetons.  One day we rode a tram up to an elevation 

of 10,400 and hiked a two mile path over to the next 

tram to take it down.  It was rugged with some 

sections of the path covered in snow. 

The whole trip was an incredible experience as we 

witnessed firsthand the diversity of what we call 

America.  I have to say there were times hiking as I 

looked out over the beauty that I just wanted to bust 

out in singing America, for spacious skies, for 

amber waves of grain, for purple mountains majesty 

above the fruited plains. 

It was spectacular. 
 

Even the 27 hour drive home took us through the 

mountains of southern Wyoming and the wheat and 

corn fields of Nebraska and then to the woodlands 

of Illinois and Michigan. 
 

But I have to say that our trip brought us to the stark 

realization of what we will be discussing in our text 

today.  It didn’t matter where we were: whether the 

Corn Palace of Mitchell, SD, the hiking trails of the 

Badlands, Yellowstone, the Tetons or even in 

Skeeter Barnes BBQ restaurant in Nebraska, the 

event recorded for us in Genesis 11:1-9 was evident 

in the multiplicity of languages we heard.  There 

were Slavic, Scandinavian, European, Asian, and 

Hispanic speaking people all over. 
 

That there are so many different languages is 

something that baffles the evolutionist.  They aren’t 

even sure how humans developed language from 

the grunts and barks of animals.  But we find in our 

text exactly how all these languages came into 

existence because the One who created mankind is 

the One who created the menagerie of languages 

that shook the population at that time. 
 

So with your Bibles open to Genesis 11:1-9 I want 

us to focus on three things that I hope will be a 

challenge for us today. 
 

The first thing we see is a haughty rejection of God. 
 

I. A HAUGHTY REJECTION OF GOD –  

vs. 1-4 
 

Now let me remind you from our study of chapter 

10 that this portion today is not chronological.  

Verses 1-9 occurred before chapter 10 but the 
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author chose to insert it here as a segue into the 

family line of Peleg and then Abraham in the 

unfolding story of the coming of Jesus as Redeemer 

promised in Genesis 3:15.  This shows us why it 

was necessary to disperse the people who became 

the various nations we saw back in chapter 10. 
 

What we notice first in this section is that they had a 

common arrangement. 
 

A. They Had A Common Arrangement – vs. 1-2 
 

Let’s remember that these are the descendants of the 

survivors of the flood.  It is also possible that Noah 

may have still been alive during this time.  After all 

he did live another 350 years after the flood.  But 

we find our text telling us that everyone at this time 

had two things in common. 

They had a common culture. 

They had a common colony. 
 

1. They had a common culture – v. 1 
 

Our text says that their culture had a common 

language and a common speech.  It literally means 

they had a common lip and common vocabulary.  

When they bought a bookshelf from the store it 

wasn’t in eight different languages.  There was no 

need for Rosetta Stone courses to learn another 

language. No matter where they went there was no 

need for a translator.   

If shopping for a book on Amazon, it only came in 

one language.   
 

Think for a moment the progress that could be made 

in worldwide missions today if every culture had a 

common language.  Instead of spending years 

learning a language in order to share the gospel 

missionaries could hit the ground running. 

Mission agencies like Ethnos360 and Wycliffe 

wouldn’t have to send missionaries into a culture to 

learn a language, develop a vocabulary, create a 

dictionary of words to put into sentences, teach 

them to read their own language and then translate 

the Bible.  One language would be wonderful. 
 

Having a common language meant more than just 

one language, it also meant having a common 

thought process.  They all thought alike.  
 

That was the culture at the time of our text.   There 

was a common language and vocabulary.   It was all 

possible because of their common colony. 
 

2. They had a common colony – v. 2 
 

Remember that the Ark landed in the region of 

Ararat or what is now modern Turkey.  Remember 

also that God gave to Noah and his three sons, 

Shem, Ham and Japheth a similar command that He 

had given to Adam and Eve.  They were to branch 

out and populate the earth.  Yet we read in our text 

that men began to move eastward.  Now let me just 

pause here and interject a thought from Henry 

Morris who suggests that the family line of Shem 

through whom would eventually come the Messiah, 

was not included in this eastward expansion and he 

provides some support for his theory.  The text is 

silent here, but could be inferred from the opening 

of the verse that men moved east implying that it is 

possible that not everyone began this easterly trek. 
 

Now turn back for a moment to 10:8-12.  It was 

here that we took a look at Nimrod whose 

nationalist expansion began in Shinar the very place 

our text tells us these travelers settled.  He also 

established other kingdoms all under his rule.  Two 

cities and civilizations will pop up again one of 

which will have a significant role in the end times, 

that being Babylon. 
 

Shinar was the region of what is known as the 

Mesopotamian valley Northwest of the Persian 

Gulf, nestled around the Tigris and Euphrates 

Rivers.  Some scholars suggest that this particular 

area was very fertile and may have reminded them 

of earth’s conditions prior to the flood, stories that 

would have been passed down from Noah and his 

sons.  Later on this area would become Babylon.  

The Talmud refers to this area as the valley of the 

world. 
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Because of a common arrangement with a common 

thought process, they also had common actions. 
 

B. THEY HAD COMMON ACTIONS – vs. 3-4 
 

This common colony with a common culture settled 

in this plain and began to build a permanent 

residence for themselves.  That they had settled 

there implies they had no intention of leaving. 
 

Notice first their choice of building materials.  It 

says they chose brick instead of stone.  Stone was 

scarce in this region where it was plentiful in the 

land of Canaan to the west.  Whether baked in a kiln 

or by the sun, bricks were the building blocks of 

this new civilization.  Tar was used to cement the 

bricks together and was plentiful in that region.  

These verses seem a bit innocuous at a glance. I 

mean, who cares what building material they used?  

It appears they were going out and populating the 

world as commanded by God.  They were building 

a city and a tower.  It all seems to be very 

industrious of them. 
 

But when we take a closer look at their intentions 

and actions we see things differently.  The first 

action was to build a town for their protection.    
 

1. They built a town for their protection 
 

Our text tells us the purpose of this city.  Notice 

verse 4. “Then they said, ‘Come, let us build 

ourselves a city…so that we may…not be 

scattered over the face of the earth.’” 
 

Now class, what was the command God gave to 

them after leaving the Ark?  Look back at 9:1. 

“Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to 

them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and increase in 

number and fill the earth.’” 
 

This is an outright act of disobeying God.  Instead 

of filling the earth they wanted to stick together.  It 

was self-preservation.  They wanted security and 

safety.  We’ll come back to that thought in a 

moment. 
 

Our text tells us about a second common action.  

They built a tower for their praise. 
 

2. They built a tower for their praise 
 

Notice our text again.  “Then they said, ‘Come let  

us, build ourselves a tower that reaches to the 

heavens…so that we may make a name for 

ourselves.’” 
 

A name was synonymous with reputation, fame or 

renown.  Remember that it was the Nephilim back 

in chapter 6 who were described as men of renown.  

They built a name for themselves.  They wanted 

self-acclimation.  It was an effort at being 

independent of God.   
 

By building this tower they wanted to build a name, 

a reputation for themselves. I have heard and maybe 

you have too that some believe this tower was an 

effort to avoid being consumed again by another 

flood.  But that doesn’t make sense if they fully 

understood the promise of God never to destroy the 

earth again by water. 
 

The more plausible explanation is that this tower 

was a means for worship.  While it is not referred to 

as a place for worship, other similarly constructed 

towers or ziggurats have been discovered in various 

locations whose main purpose was for worship.  It 

was square with sloping, stepped sides that led to a 

shrine on top.  It was essentially a staircase to 

heaven.   The Babylonian writings Enuma Ellish 

refer to building the city of Babylon in heaven by 

the gods as a celestial city built by brick with the 

name of the Babylonian god Marduck on each 

brick.  This tower was the center of their worship.  

Some even believed that the gods made the bricks 

by which the city and tower were built. 
 

Scripture describes Babylon as the epitome of 

godless worship and ungodly power. 
 

A ziggurat in Larsa was discovered and called the 

house of the link between heaven and earth. 
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In Borsippa the ziggurat there was called the house 

of the seven guides of heaven and earth. 

In Asshur it was referred to as the mountain of the 

universe. 

And in Babylon they found the house of the 

foundation – platform of heaven and earth. 
 

The description of it reaching to heaven is not 

meant to be an exaggeration, but rather a 

description of their intent.  They understood that 

divine activity occurred in heaven, but it was not 

their intent to interact with the divine, but instead to 

become divine.  That the author selected the phrase 

“having a tower reaching to the heavens” was no 

accident.  It was meant to describe their pride, a 

desire to seek praise for themselves.  They were 

showing their arrogance by wanting to be godlike. 
 

Their attitude is summed up in this saying: “As man 

is now, God once was.  And as God is now, man 

can become.” And many have the same idea today. 
 

Their common actions show us that they had a 

common arrogance. 
 

C. They Had A Common Arrogance 
 

One author poses this thought: “At Babel rebellious 

men undertook a united and godless effort to 

establish for himself, by a titanic enterprise, a world 

renown by which the world would dominate God’s 

creation.” 
 

Consider some examples from Scripture. 

In II Samuel 18:18 Absolom built a statue of 

himself so he would be remembered. 

Reading Daniel 4 we learn about Nebuchadnezzar 

who prided himself in the magnificent city he had 

built. 

In Acts 12:22 King Herod is praised as a god for his 

great oratory skills. 

When Caesar August died people thought god had 

died. 

King Louis XIV was described as the sun king. 

Stalin encouraged people who were weary to think 

of him. 

They are all arrogant delusions of grandeur.  
 

Perhaps the best example is in the place where it all 

began.  Five times we read in Isaiah 14:12-14 that 

Lucifer asserted his own arrogant will over God in 

an attempt to usurp the throne only to be cast down. 

While his attempt failed that hasn’t stopped him 

from insighting each of us in some way through our 

own arrogance to usurp our will over God’s will, to 

thumb a nose in defiance and exclaim that He isn’t 

needed.   Kent Hughes describes it as a Babylonian 

heart and every one of us is capable of having a 

heart filled with pride, a heart of defiance against 

God, wanting to be our own person, singing along 

with Frank Sinatra that I did it my way.  Every one 

of us is capable of being an Absolom or 

Nebuchadnezzar or Herod. 
 

Gordon Hall stood in his 52,000 square foot 

mansion overlooking the Arizona city where he 

lived.  He was 32 years old with a net worth of over 

$100 million.  It was a goal he wanted to reach 

before the age of 33.  He wanted to become a 

billionaire by 38.  He assumed that if he could live 

to be 120 he would reach the apex of his goals – to 

become a god.  He believed that it was in the DNA, 

his DNA, to become a god.  He is quoted as saying 

‘My God in heaven creates worlds and universes.  I 

believe I can do anything, too.’ 
 

Francis Thompson sums up Hall’s pitiful line of 

thinking. 

And all man’s Babylons strive 

But to impart 

The grandeurs of 

His Babylon heart. 
 

The people in Shinar had a common arrogance that 

assumed they could become their own god.  Their 

tower wasn’t built to meet God, but to become god.  

Theirs was a haughty rejection of God. 
 

But we find recorded for us in Scripture that God 

resists the proud.  Our text also tells us of a 

heavenly response by God.  We see it in several 
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places like I Peter 5:5 or James 4:6 or Proverbs 

3:34 that God resists the proud. 
 

II. A HEAVENLY RESPONSE BY GOD –  

vs. 5-9 
 

First, God shows concern for the problem. 
 

A. God Shows Concern For The Problem –  

vs. 5-6 
 

Now let me just say that the author is not implying 

that God came down to take a look at what man was 

doing and became aghast at what He saw as if their 

efforts would in some way overthrow Him.  The 

kind of concern He was showing suggests that if 

they remained united in a common purpose through 

man-made efforts there would be no limit to their 

unrestrained rebellion against Him and remain 

hardened toward redemption.  One author suggested 

they would become unredeemable. 
 

Proverbs 10:4 tells us that the thoughts of the 

proud person are so consumed with themselves that 

their thoughts are far from God.  “In His pride the 

wicked does not seek Him; in all his thoughts 

there is no room for God.” 
 

This kind of person thinks that there is no need for 

God at all. 
 

The author’s description of God’s response is quite 

ironic.  Man was building a tower that would reach 

to heaven in an effort to become like God, but in 

God’s estimation it was so small He had to come to 

see it.  It would be like an ant thinking his little ant 

hill is magnificent and huge, but man would have to 

stoop down with a magnifying glass in order to see 

it.  From God’s perspective this tower was 

insignificant, but His concern was over the pride of 

man’s heart and unwillingness to seek Him.   
 

God was not threatened, but concerned that in his 

prideful delusion man would throw off God without 

a second thought. 
 

God’s response in showing concern for the problem  

was to send confusion among the people. 
 

B. God Sends Confusion Among The People –  

v. 7 
 

Think for a minute what that must have been like.  

One minute you’re talking and understanding 

what’s being said and the next minute it sounds like 

gibberish.  We can only imagine the nightmarish 

attempt at communication as foremen tried to direct 

workers in what to do in a language they couldn’t 

understand.  Without a common language, the work 

had to stop. 
 

Some scholars suggest that family units could 

understand each other, but not other family units so 

they had to separate andmove.  The Smiths banded 

together and went one way. 

The Jones’ went another way. 

And so on. 
 

Scofield writes “In judgment upon sinful man’s first 

attempt to establish a world state in opposition to 

the divine rule, God struck at the very thing which 

binds men together, namely, a common language.” 
 

God resists the proud. 

Absalom was killed in battle. 

Nebuchadnezzar was driven for seven years from 

his kingdom for a time to be humbled. 

Herod died, eaten by worms. 
 

The story of Gordon Hall doesn’t end well either.  

In 2015 the Arizona Central ran an article about his 

unfortunate demise.  The article spoke of his desire 

to build a 62-story office tower in the Phoenix 

skyline.  It would be the biggest. He bragged about 

someday becoming a trillionaire. He wanted to be 

the wealthiest. He lived in a 52,000-square-foot 

mansion.  It was the best.  But Hall, who was 61 at 

the time of the article would spend most, if not all 

of his golden years in a substantially smaller and far 

less comfortable accommodations; a federal prison 

cell.  He was sentenced to 96 months in prison for 

orchestrating a $93 million tax scam.  
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The result of their now confused language, was that 

God scattered the colony throughout the planet. 
 

C. God Scatters The Colony Around The Planet 

– vs. 8-9 
 

God will not be mocked.  Whatever a man sows, 

that is what he will reap.  He will oppose the proud.  

What they would not do – go and populate the 

earth, God would force them to do – confuse their 

language in order to disperse them throughout the 

world.   

Psalm 92:9 “For surely Your enemies, O Lord, 

surely Your enemies will perish; all evildoers will 

be scattered.” 
 

The word babel in the Hebrew is a play on words.  

It comes from the word balel and literally means 

confusion.  It then became synonymous with Babel 

and Babylon.  What they didn’t want as we saw in 

verse 4 was what happened to them in verse 9. 
 

Proverbs 16:18-19 reminds us that pride always 

goes before destruction. 
 

In Isaiah 14:22 we are told that there is nothing 

ahead but disaster for the person who defies God. 

Pride has kept many people from finding God and 

accepting Christ as Savior.  Pride keeps us from 

admitting sin and pursuing forgiveness.  Pride is 

taking credit for something God has done.  It’s 

taking the glory that belongs to God.  It is self-

worship.  It’s building your own tower to heaven 

instead of taking the way that has been provided 

through Christ. 
 

But Scripture always gives hope.  Zephaniah 3:9 

speaks of a reversal of this scattering where it says 

God would purify the lips of the people so that all 

may call on the name of the Lord.  In Revelation 

John sees a scene in heaven where people from 

every tongue and tribe and nation are gathered 

around the throne to worship the true and living 

God. 
 

We know that the Spirit of God speaks to the hearts  

of all mankind regardless of their language calling 

them to repentance and inviting them to trust Christ 

as Savior and receive eternal life.  God hears the 

heart cry of all who call to Him. 
 

Kent Hughes encourages us by these words: “Then, 

and today, the message is the same: We must leave 

Babel with its proud dreams and God-defying ways 

if there is to be any hope.  We must abandon our 

Babylonian hearts’ search for security in the city of 

man with its collective delusions…We will never 

scale heaven.  We must leave off chasing after a 

name and find our identity in Christ.” 
 

God will resist the proud but He also will give grace 

to the humble.  That’s how we must approach God. 

In closing let me suggest that we must have a 

humble resolve for God. 
 

III. A HUMBLE RESOLVE FOR GOD 
 

19th century puritan pastor John Flavel had this to 

say: “They that know God will be humble, they that 

know themselves cannot be proud.” 
 

If we truly know who God is we will never be 

proud.  If we truly know who we are compared to 

God we will always be humble.  I want to suggest 

first that humility must be resolved in our heart 

because it recognizes God’s saving grace. 
 

A. Humility Must Be Resolved In The Heart – it 

recognizes God’s saving grace 
 

Humility is really a heart issue.  You can give a 

pretense of humility like the Pharisees but inside 

you can still be filled with pride. Pride is about 

bringing attention to yourself whether thinking too 

highly of yourself or too little of yourself.  Humility 

is not thinking of yourself.  It is putting others first. 

Jesus said that it would be the poor in spirit who 

inherit the kingdom of God.  That means we 

acknowledge we are spiritually bankrupt and the 

only way to eternal life is through Christ.   
 

In Luke 18 Jesus tells the story of two men who  



7 

Fellowship Bible Church 7/28/2019 Pastor Howie Wideman 

went to the temple to pray.  One was a self-

righteous Pharisee who thought too much of 

himself.  He had heaven in the bag because he 

wasn’t like other lowly people.  He was the guy you 

thought would know better. The other guy was a 

despised tax collector.  He knew better of himself 

that he was a low down cheat who didn’t deserve 

anything, but he came to God asking for mercy.   

That’s the humble heart.  Humility asks God to 

reveal sin and asks forgiveness.  Humility is a 

matter of the heart.  It recognizes saving grace. 
 

B. Humility Must Be Resolved In Our Head – it 

recognizes God’s sanctifying grace 
 

Micah 6:8 “He has shown you, O man, what is 

good, and what does the Lord require of you?  

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.” 

Here it means to be modest.  Don’t be showy or the 

center of attention.  Stay behind the scenes. 
 

Humility recognizes that anything I have and who I 

am or who I am becoming is all God’s work. When 

we were in the Tetons we rode a tram up to the top 

of one of the peaks.  That tram held quite a few 

people.  Pride would be me telling you that I single 

handedly hoisted that tram about 4,000 or so feet up 

to the top all by myself.  Humility recognizes that I 

didn’t do a think because there was a huge motor 

and cable that did all the work.  That’s resolving 

humility in the head, recognizing that God is the 

one who alone saves and sanctifies me by His grace.  

Humility acknowledges that it is God working in 

me to become like Him. 
 

There is one last thing I’ll mention about humility.  

Humility must be resolved in the hands – it 

recognizes God’s serving grace. 
 

C. Humility Must Be Resolved In The Hands – 

it recognizes God’s serving grace 
 

Jesus Himself demonstrated that when we read in  

Mark 10:45 that He didn’t come to be served but to 

serve and give Himself as a ransom for our sin.  In 

essence humility looks to do for others rather than 

expecting others to do for you. 

The humble heart isn’t demanding. 

The humble heart isn’t domineering. 

The humble heart isn’t self-seeking. 

The humble heart has hands that serve. 

The humble heart is one that is exalted by God. 
 

We have a choice we can either be humble or be 

humbled. 

In James 4:6-10 we find some keys to humility. 

Submit and draw near to God 

Resist the devil 

Cleanse our hands 

Purify our hearts 

And then it says in verse 10 that if we will humble 

ourselves in the sight of the Lord He will lift us up.   
 

The choice is ours to be humble before God or to be 

humbled by God. It doesn’t have to be all that 

confusing.   

Humble yourselves in the sight of God and He will 

be the one to exalt you. 
 

So the question is, do you have a haughty or a 

humble heart? 

 

 

 


