
1 

Fellowship Bible Church 6/23/2019 Pastor Howie Wideman 

“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” 

Genesis 9:1-29 
 

I want to begin with a fitting picture of where we 

were last week courtesy of John Savale. 
 

Noah and company have disembarked from their 

temporary home after a yearlong ride to the 

mountains of Ararat, located in modern day Turkey.  

Chapter 9 is a summary of some highlights and 

lowlights of what happened during this 350 year 

span of time remaining in the life of Noah. 
 

Before we look at Genesis 9 I want us to go first to 

another chapter 9 in Scripture.  It’s the New 

Testament book of I Corinthians.  Paul begins the 

chapter by talking about his rights as an Apostle and 

all he had done for the cause of the gospel.  In 

essence, he says he deserved a salary from them for 

everything he had done for them but didn’t demand 

it of them.  At the end of the chapter he exhorted 

them to be just like him, diligently striving all the 

way to the finish for the sake of the gospel and 

godly living. Beginning in chapter 10 he illustrated 

the importance of such diligence through the 

example of Israel.  They had emerged from bondage 

in Egypt via the Red Sea, but had allowed sinful 

indulgences to side track them.  Consequently, their 

sin brought judgment and death to them so that they 

were unable to enter the Promised Land.  
 

Paul used this illustration as a reminder to the 

Corinthians not to be like Israel.  If they took their 

spiritual lives seriously they would find that the 

promise of spiritual protection would help them in 

overcoming temptation.  He gave a stern warning 

and a strong admonition.   

I Corinthians 10:12-13 
 

I use that as our jumping off point today, because I 

believe it serves to illustrate Noah. Now to Genesis. 

Genesis 9:1-29 
 

With the aid of a time lapse camera we fast forward 

to years after the flood.  Noah and his family have 

settled into the new world.  We don’t know exactly 

how long it has been, but long enough for his sons 

to begin having families. Suffice it here to say that 

from the end of chapter 8 and the beginning of 

chapter 9 Ham had four sons born during this time 

period and the last was old enough to have 

developed bad character traits that were evident in 

what Noah has to say in the end of the chapter. 

Before we get there, God has some things to say. 
 

We see in verses 1-17 the sacredness of life. 
 

I. THE SACREDNESS OF LIFE – vs. 1-17 
 

Nothing has changed in God’s assessment of man 

since creation.  That man now has a sin nature in no 

way diminished his value in God’s eyes.  He was 

still created in the image of God.  David reminds us 

of God’s opinion of us when he praises God for 

knitting us together in our mother’s womb giving 

Him praise for being fearfully and wonderfully 

made.  We can’t even begin to wonder how we have 

been fashioned and are left only to be filled with 

awe at God for how He has made us.   
 

That’s an entirely different view than the 

evolutionist who claims we are just the by-product 

of random chance through millions of years of 

genetic manipulation where dominant genes 

expelled those less favorable to survival.   
 

What we see in the beginning of chapter 9 is the 

sacredness of life.  We see it first in the command 

that is given. 
 

A. The Sacredness of Life Is Seen In The 

Command That Is Given – vs. 1-7 
 

This is similar but not identical to the command 

given to Adam 1:28-30. 
 

First, both were commanded to be fruitful and 

multiple in order to fill the earth with inhabitants.  

We’ll get a glimpse of how they did when we look 

at chapter 10.  To emphasize the importance of the 

command it was repeated it in verse 7. 
 

Second, both were to subdue the animal kingdom.  
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Noah and his sons were also given the responsibility 

to have control and rule over the animals.  But there 

was one difference.  When God created Adam Eve 

and before sin, there was harmony between man 

and animal. Animals had no fear of man.  Those 

that are considered wild and beastly today or that 

run at the first sign of a human were, in Adam’s 

day, docile and approachable. That would no longer 

be the case in this new world.  Man was still to rule 

in spite of the fear animals showed toward him. 
 

In the morning when I drive up or when I open the 

door to leave the ground hogs that are out munching 

on the lawn will immediately scamper off to their 

holes.  They are afraid of me.  
 

There is a natural fear in animals for man.  It will be 

that way until the millennial kingdom when Isaiah 

prophecies that an infant will play by the hole of a 

cobra and a child will be able to put his hand in the 

viper’s nest (Isaiah 12:8).  Until then they will fear. 
 

But what is different between this command and the 

one given Adam is in regard to diet.  Adam could 

freely eat of any plant except the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil.  But to Noah and his 

family was given the right to eat of any animal as 

well.  Verse 3 says that everything that lives or 

moves was fair game when it came to food.  Now in 

Leviticus 11 we see that God gave restrictions on 

what could and could not be eaten. 
 

In the command given to Noah there was both a 

provision for food and a prohibition.  In the 

provision of food any animal that was living and 

moving was now food for them.   But there was one 

prohibition, one restriction, just like Adam was 

given one restriction.  The prohibition was in how it 

could be eaten.  They could boil it, roast it, steam it, 

or barbecue it.  They could fix it up any way they 

wanted, but they could not eat it with its blood still 

in it.  They weren’t to be beastly in how they ate it.  

This prohibition helps us see the sacredness of life.   
 

One author writes “Leviticus 17:14 stresses the  

intimate relationship between blood and life by 

twice declaring that ‘the life of every creature is its 

blood.’ Life is the precious and mysterious gift of 

God, and man is not to seek to preserve it or 

increase the life-force within him by eating ‘life’ 

that is ‘in the blood.’” 
 

Many pagan cultures down through history and 

even some today believe that if you drink the blood 

of your victim you gain their strength and soul.   
 

God says that life is in the blood and it is not to be 

eaten with the meat.  This shows us how sacred God 

views life, so much so, that in verse 5 we see that 

God is the great protector of life.  He will exact an 

accounting.  I believe this passage has to do with 

homicide, the willful premeditated act of taking a 

life.  I also believe this passage establishes laws and 

government who would oversee those laws to 

ensure life is not considered cheap.  It’s possible 

that with God’s destruction of the world population 

by a flood that some would have considered that 

God held little value in life.  This passage, however, 

shows us just how precious life is to God and that 

should anyone murder someone through a 

premeditated act there would be consequences.  The 

consequence for premeditated murder was death. 
 

I read this week about a man from Indiana who 

wanted to murder someone in Alaska and struck up 

a friendship with a teen in that State he said he 

would pay $9 million if it was carried out and 

verified by a recording.  They planned the murder 

for three weeks as the teen got the help of four of 

her friends who lured the victim on the ruse of 

taking a hike in some remote area.  They murdered 

the victim, but the plan quickly unraveled.  The man 

from Indiana and three of the teens will spend 99 

years in prison. 
 

With an evolutionary mindset, life is cheap.  It has 

no value whatsoever.  That’s why there is so much 

outrage over recent stricter abortion laws passing in 

some States banning or restricting certain types of 

abortions.  Let me give you an update on our State’s 
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law regarding abortion.  The Right to Life of 

Michigan submitted to the Michigan Board of State 

Canvassers a petition proposal that was passed by 

that agency this past Wednesday allowing Right to 

Life to move forward with printing petition forms 

for signatures of those who support a 

dismemberment ban.  They hope to get 400,000 

signatures in 180 days.  The petition not only 

includes verbiage to ban abortions through 

dismemberment, it also has language allowing the 

Michigan Legislature to intervene in lawsuits in the 

event Attorney General Dana Nessel refuses to 

defend the law in court.  She has already indicated 

that she would not enforce any law regarding an 

overturn of abortion.  Governor Whitmer has also 

indicated she would veto the bill, if passed.  If the 

petition drive secures the 400,000 signatures 

Governor Whitmer would not be able to override 

the passage of the bill by the House and Senate, 

which has majority support for the law.  That is a 

step closer to a complete ban on abortion, which 

would rest in the hands of the Supreme Court. 
 

If you are interested in getting involved as someone 

gathering signatures, you can go to the petition 

drive website, michiganvalueslife.org, to  order 

petitions and other materials, look through 

instructions on how to gather signatures, read the 

bill itself, and find educational resources about this 

horrible method of abortion. I will sign the petition. 
 

God values life.  It is my opinion that this passage 

supports capital punishment for pre-meditated 

murder and I believe this was never rescinded.   
 

Now I want to make it clear that I do not believe 

this is referring to death through war or if done in 

accident.  Otherwise God would be contradicting 

Himself when He told the Israelites to go through 

the Promised Land in its conquest and kill all the 

inhabitants.  And keep in mind that God required 

the establishment of six cities of refuge for anyone 

who accidentally killed someone to be able to flee 

to so the avenger of blood could not avenge the 

death of his relative until  after an investigation 

could clear or convict the person. 
 

The answer to why God will demand an accounting  

is found in verse 6 which again reminds us that we 

have been made in the image of God. 
 

Kent Hughes writes that “God is the life giver and 

disregard for that life is an affront to Him.  No sin 

shows a greater contempt for life than homicide…  

Whereas animal’s blood can be shed but not 

consumed, human blood must not be shed.  Willful 

taking of human life demands that humans take that 

life…Exacting retribution is not a personal matter 

but a social obligation…To argue against the death 

penalty (for humane purposes) is to argue against 

God’s Word.” 
 

Harold Stigers writes “Refusal to put away the 

violent rebel permits the creation of a scourge 

which becomes a judgment on the society that 

refuses to protect itself.  Discipline of self and 

society includes the impartial execution of the 

murderer.” 
 

When it comes to murder, the penalty was death and 

the method was execution.  This command helps us 

see the sacredness of life in God’s sight.  
 

Second, the sacredness of life is also seen in the 

covenant that is made. 
 

B. The Sacredness of Life Is Seen In The 

Covenant That Is Made – vs. 8-17 
 

This is the first time the word covenant is used, 

although some scholars will point to two earlier 

ones known as the Adamic and Edenic covenant.  

But this is the first time it is used in reference to a 

covenant between God and man. 
 

A covenant is simply an oath bound relationship 

between two or more parties.  In some cases the 

covenant is unconditional, meaning that no matter 

what one party does, the other party will always 

honor that covenant.  For example, God made an 

unconditional covenant with David that someone 

from his family line would always sit on the throne.  

That unconditional covenant is seen in the eternal 

nature of Christ as King who is a descendant of  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-KQ5nmJua6NW8QaS1OiskK-P0_IblJiWzIdcEUK-Ke30lTJZ5TuPLzBTqrBO5zHINXfle92JlCH_HcLPeT9oBtE_jEPMVSQfMogKYeUTyxGINu7I4sqNheNZm_6jK4IfV5ZX0VEBHrWyYGGxoSEp8lTw0i9_5VTw&c=FUg28RAtKEElXMGtaDNhpJDwyFXzPfyRFgoUAmspEy5Ts1ky7OkQRQ==&ch=RO-_WyRd64JmgvccPyeuLes7OJfBip2ZgjDiQziAWsknNHjRCynfkQ==
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David both through Mary and Joseph. 
 

Other covenants are conditional.  If one party 

breaks any of the stipulations of the covenant, then 

the other party can break the covenant. For 

example, the Sinaitic covenant was conditioned on 

Israel’s commitment or consecration to God by 

which they would obey His laws and serve His 

purposes.  Let me add here that when it comes to a 

conditional covenant where God is involved as one 

of the parties, He is never the person who breaks the 

conditions of the covenant. 
 

The covenant God makes with Noah and his sons is 

unconditional.  It says that He will never destroy the 

earth again by a flood no matter what man does.  

There are three parts to this covenant. 

It is universal. 

It is unilateral. 

It is unconditional. 

It is universal because it includes all living creatures 

– both man and animal.  Some call this common 

grace meaning that whether someone follows God 

or not, God will honor the covenant with them as 

well.  That’s why you don’t see your wicked 

neighbor destroyed in a flood while you remain 

high and dry.  And let me add this because I didn’t 

mention it last week, but this is another argument 

for a global flood.  If God only caused a local flood 

and here in this covenant He said He would never 

destroy the world by flooding again, He hasn’t kept 

His promise.  A universal flood required a universal 

covenant and this is seen in verse 12 where God 

says it was not just for Noah and his family, this 

covenant was for every generation that would 

follow.  Everyone everywhere would benefit from 

this covenant God made on that day. 
 

If there is one overarching principle throughout 

Scripture that we should see about God it is this: 

God keeps His Word.  He who promised is faithful. 
 

Not only is it universal, it is unilateral.  God is the 

sole initiator.  Notice twice in verses 8, 11 that He 

refers to it as “My covenant” meaning that it does 

not require any agreement or action on the part of 

the other parties involved.  They don’t need to ratify 

it.  It is unilateral. 
 

It is also unconditional.  Never means not ever 

again.  It won’t ever be broken, period. This is an 

expression of His mercy. 
 

To ratify the covenant He made with them he gave 

them a sign.  This is better than the Bat signal.  The 

sign was a rainbow.  Now a rainbow requires both 

the sun and the clouds.  The moisture from the 

clouds through the rain create the prism by which 

the spectrum of the rainbow becomes visible when 

the sun shines through it.  Follow with me. 

vs. 12-16 
 

Did you catch a couple of key thoughts there? 

“I have set My rainbow in the clouds.”  It’s as if 

He was saying that in the middle of the storm you 

will see My sign not to destroy the world with a 

flood.  How sad to think today that so many people 

miss the significance of the rainbow.  They have 

forgotten why the rainbow is there. 
 

Scripture mentions the in Ezekiel 1:28 and in 

Revelation 4:3.  In both instances it is associated 

with God’s glory.  Many people today either out of 

ignorance or arrogance, have stripped the rainbow 

of its significance and attached it to something that 

depicts the sinfulness of man and his own self-

seeking glory. 
 

In spite of how man uses it, God still sees it as a 

symbol of His unconditional covenant.  Like we 

saw back in 8:1 once more we read that God would 

remember.  It’s to act with loving care for someone, 

to fulfill a promise to them.  Folks, think about 

other promises God has given us and claim them. 

When you are in the middle of some storm God has 

given you a promised rainbow. He looks on you 

with loving care and will keep His promises to you. 
 

And then in verse 16 “Whenever the rainbow 

appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember 

the everlasting covenant between God and all 
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living creatures.”  Underline that phrase “I will see 

it.”  He will never turn His back on His universal, 

unilateral, unconditional promise. 
 

God sees the promises He has made and remembers 

them so that in our storms we won’t be destroyed.   
 

Life really is sacred to God, that’s why He is 

patiently waiting for as many people as possible to 

accept His gift of grace by trusting Christ as Savior.  

As wicked as our world may seem, He is not willing 

that any should perish but that all should repent.  

His promise is for any who would believe. 
 

That God sees life as sacred is seen not only in the 

command given but in the covenant made.  But just 

as there was a dark and ominous cloud that hung 

over the earth during the flood, so the remainder of 

this chapter is a dark cloud that hangs over the life 

of Noah.  It is a reminder that even the godliest 

person is susceptible to sin. Consider the sinfulness 

of man. 
 

II. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN – vs. 18-29 
 

We have looked at several positive characteristics 

of Noah.   

He walked with God. 

He was righteous. 

He was blameless. 

He had tremendous faith before and during the 

storm. 

But here we see his sinfulness.  I hope I don’t sound 

smug or self-righteous, but I’m glad, I’m relieved.  

I’m relieved because the Bible openly shows us the 

good, the bad, and the ugly nature of man, his 

frailty and failures and that gives me hope when I 

fail, that I’m not a washout.  God still forgives.   
 

We learn that Noah is a farmer and he has grown a 

vineyard.  Vineyards take a while to grow.  

Eventually he was able to reap a harvest and make 

some wine.  It must have tasted pretty good, 

because he had more than he should have.  We 

aren’t given the motivation behind Noah’s decision 

to drink in excess.  Maybe he was feeling quite 

merry about the whole thing and became a little 

self-righteous that he had survived the flood.  He 

was God’s man.  We don’t know for sure, but 

perhaps the passage we opened with is fitting here 

that those who think they stand should take heed 

lest they fall.  We stand on dangerous ground when 

we look at the sin of someone else and think that 

we’ll never get caught doing that.  Or when we 

think we have this spiritual journey thing in the bag.  

Or that we can handle anything life throws at us.  

Never let your perceived godliness convince you 

that you are spiritually invincible.  Paul says that 

person should be careful because he may be the 

next person to fall.  We need to always rely on 

God’s Spirit in helping us with temptation lest we 

become conceited and in our pride become the next 

casualty.  We read in I Corinthians 10:13 that 

every temptation is common to man, but God has 

given us a way of escape. 
 

God loves us enough to take us where we are, but 

He loves us too much to leave us there.  He wants 

us to experience godliness in our lives and Noah 

shows us that godliness doesn’t mean perfection but 

it does require watchfulness and diligence.  It shows 

us that we always need to be on guard against it, lest 

it overtakes us.  It was Peter who, perhaps 

remembering his own experience, wrote about the 

devil roaming around seeking someone to devour (I 

Peter 5:8).  With the limited number of people on 

the earth at that time the devil didn’t have to do 

much roaming and he found Noah vulnerable.  

That’s why Peter advises us to be self-controlled 

and alert.  Paul adds that we should live by the 

Spirit and walk after the Spirit so that we don’t 

fulfill lustful desires (Galatians 5:16, 25, 26) so 

that we don’t become conceited.   
 

Paul also in writing to the Ephesians (5:18) exhorts 

us to be controlled by the Spirit.  Just as the person 

who yields to the control of alcohol, the believer is 

instead to yield to the full control of the Spirit.   
 

Kent Hughes writes that “Noah’s failure stands as a  
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witness to the dangers that await the faithful with 

the passing years.”  Let the person who stands take 

heed lest he fall.  When faced with the storms Noah 

stood as a stalwart of the faith, but when the storm 

was over it appears he grew careless.  I believe that 

when the storm is over is when we are the most 

vulnerable, the time of our greatest weakness and 

strongest temptation.  For some reason Noah let his 

spiritual guard and he had a lapse in character. 
 

First of all, let’s look at the cause of sin. 

   

A. The Cause of Sin – vs. 18-23 
 

Now this is not going to be a message on the virtues 

of abstinence or the benefits of moderation when it 

comes to alcohol, but it does serve to show us what 

can happen when it takes control.  This passage is 

not so much about Noah’s drunkenness as it is 

about the consequences of what ensued because he 

was drunk.  The effects of what happened then are 

seen today.   
 

Some scholars want to downplay Noah’s actions 

and suggest that he was naïve to the effects of too 

much wine or that the atmospheric pressure was 

different before the flood than it was after the flood 

causing the fermentation process of grapes to be 

altered creating a stronger intoxicating drink.  It is 

my opinion that Noah was in no way naïve to its 

effects because I believe that drunken revelries were 

a part of the pre-flood wicked culture.  I say that 

because we find shortly after the development of 

post flood civilizations and pagan worship that 

drunkenness was a part of their religious rituals.  

Where would they have gotten that if not carried 

over as Noah and his family observed it?  They may 

not have participated in it, but they did see its 

effects.   
 

The Chinese have a saying – first the man takes a 

drink, then the drink takes a drink, then the drink 

takes the man. 
 

Let the text say what it does that Noah drank too  

much of the fruit of his labor and got drunk and lay 

completely naked in his tent. 
 

Maybe they had an open door policy and they could 

enter at their leisure or maybe Ham called and 

called but no one answered so he went inside only 

to find his father sprawled out.  The word “saw” in 

the text doesn’t mean he just had a quick glance, but 

rather that it was a long gaze with contemptable 

satisfaction. It was a gleeful smirk of delight 

reveling in his father’s sin and he went out to gladly 

broadcast the news to his brothers hoping they 

would also revel in his perverse pleasure.   
 

Let me read what Henry Morris writes about this 

passage.  “It is possible that Ham’s actions here 

express a long-hidden resentment of his father’s 

authority and moral rectitude.  There was apparently 

a carnal and rebellious bent to Ham’s nature, thus 

far restrained by the spiritual strength and 

patriarchal authority of his father. 
 

Now, however, beholding the evidence of his 

father’s human weakness before his very eyes, he 

rejoiced, no doubt feeling a sense of release from all 

the inhibitions which had until now suppressed his 

own desires and ambitions.  Thinking his brothers 

would share his satisfaction, he hastened to find 

them and tell them the savory news.  Literally, the 

text means ‘he told with delight.’  
 

Ham’s sin was not so much one of immoral lust or 

prurient pleasure in what he saw, though there may 

have been some element of this present.  Rather it 

was one of rebellion against his father’s authority, 

plus resentment against the entire moral standard 

that had been taught and enforced by Noah in his 

family for well over a hundred years. 

Fundamentally, his act revealed an attitude of 

resentment against God Himself, a character trait 

which was bound to crop out explosively someday, 

if not in Him, in his children.” 
 

The flood did not cover up or destroy sin’s nature 

embedded in man.  It was still present and Ham’s 
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actions give us a good look.  Sin is deeply rooted in 

the heart of man and comes out in our actions and 

not the other way around.  We aren’t sinners 

because of what we do.  What we do is because we 

are sinners. 
 

But Shem and Japheth would not share in their 

brother’s devious gloating.  Instead they covered 

him up. When Noah woke up he found out what had 

happened and had a few words to say. His words 

indicate that the character of his sons would be 

perpetuated in their descendants. 
 

B. The Curse For Sin – vs. 24-25 
 

Did you notice that Noah did not curse Ham?  

Instead he cursed his grandson Canaan, Ham’s son. 

You might ask yourself why when Ham was the one 

who did the deed.  Two reasonable explanations 

have been suggested that have merit.  First, is that 

Noah saw in his grandson the same rebellious 

nature as was in his father Ham suggesting that 

these grandchildren were old enough to have 

already shaped their character.  
 

The second is that this is also prophetic and Noah 

was telling us what would happen to Ham’s family 

line that will be evident in the rest of the Old 

Testament. When we look at chapter 10 we will 

consider where the descendants of each son 

journeyed.  Suffice it to say here though, that just 

because Ham’s descendants traveled to the region 

of Africa, this verse is not justification for the 

slavery or mistreatment of blacks as many through 

history have interpreted this passage.  Also keep in 

mind that only Canaan is cursed not Ham’s other 

sons.  It is his descendants who would become 

Israel’s greatest enemies. 
 

About this verse John Phillips comments that for the 

most part through history, the descendants of Ham 

have been non-descript or have lacked greatness as 

a people.  However, it could also be said that 

through history the Hamite descendants have also 

experienced the greatest oppression and 

exploitation.  Phillips also suggests that since God 

had blessed Ham and told him to prosper, that Noah 

could not in turn curse Ham, so he cursed his son. 
 

Now, let me close with just a word about the 

commendation Noah gave.  These verses close out 

the life of Noah.  He lived 350 years after the flood 

further supporting that the 120 years was not in 

regard to man’s life span, but the time remaining 

before God would judge the world by the flood for 

its sin.  What is his commendation? 
 

C. The Commendation – vs. 26-29 
 

Notice again something noteworthy in verse 26.  It 

isn’t Shem that Noah blesses, it is God.  This shows 

the covenant relationship and all blessings belong to 

God. He is the one deserving of all praise.  It is God 

who is the source of Shem’s blessing as a people.  

They would not be blessed in future generations 

because of anything they had done, but because of 

God’s gracious hand of blessing on them.  That 

blessing would not be realized until they removed 

the Canaanites living in the Promised Land. 
 

Then to Japheth Noah asks God that he may live in 

the tents of Shem.  This means that they would live 

together on friendly terms.  Dwelling in tents 

together is another way of saying there would be 

fellowship between the two.  This will become 

evident in the New Testament as Gentiles will share 

in the same salvation as the Jews. 
 

If anything, this chapter shows that we need to be 

just as prepared for what comes after the storm as 

we do for what comes in the storm.  Keep your eye 

on God’s promises.  There are always consequences 

when we let our guard down.  Be careful lest you 

too should fall.  Sin does have its consequences, but 

following God has its blessings.  Always be on your 

guard. 

 

 


