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Defying or Desiring God 

Genesis 4:17-26 

 

Many years ago I was helping a friend who was 

selling some of his pigs.  He asked me to drive the 

truck to the stockyard where you have to back the 

truck up to the docking bay and no I did not sing 

this little piggy went to market.  I arrived at the yard 

and backed the truck up to the bay, got out to make 

sure it was squared up and was quite proud of 

myself for the perfect parking job until I realized I 

had backed up to the wrong bay and had to do it all 

over again this time with less than perfect results. 

 

It has been said that you need to make sure your 

ladder is leaning against the right building. 

 

Last week we left Cain having made the grievous 

decision to spurn God’s grace and instead gave in to 

his anger resulting in the murder of his brother.  He 

had the opportunity to back up to the right dock but 

chose instead to turn away from God and follow his 

own path.  He was forced to wander as part of the 

curse from God.  I mentioned last week that in 

chapter 4 we begin to see the emergence of distinct 

lines, the seed of the serpent and the seed of the 

woman.  These two lines will course their way now 

throughout Scripture. 

 

As we finish out chapter 4 this morning where I 

invite you turn in your Bibles, we will consider 

what happened in Cain’s lineage up to five 

generations.  Chapter 4 is an apt depiction of the 

seed of the serpent, but it ends in a positive note. 

The rest of the Bible is about the difference between 

following your own way as Cain did or in following 

God’s way as Seth did.  There are only two paths.  

One path is with God, the other path is without God. 

 

At first glance in reading our passage for today, we 

notice a couple of interesting things.  The lineage of 

Cain brought significant accomplishments, things 

that benefit us today.  The growth of technology 

began back here in Genesis 4.  We see the 

introduction of raising livestock.  The introduction 

of the arts is evident in the making of musical 

instruments.  There is the beginning of metallurgy 

or the forging of all kinds of tools.  From humble 

beginnings their advancements have given us the 

management of our ecosystem, space exploration 

from our understanding of chemical properties and 

masterpieces in art and music. 

 

These are good things, but as we look closer in the 

passage we see defiance against God and a reliance 

on self.  It is the beginning of pushing God out of 

the way as man begins to pursue a life of self-

sufficiency, of forgetting Him.  In verses 17-24 we 

notice they were defying God in their actions. 

 

I. DEFYING GOD IN THEIR ACTIONS –  

vs. 17-24 

 

Let me again say from our message last week that 

God had given Cain a way of escape.  He was angry 

because his offering had been rejected.  We 

discovered that it wasn’t in what he brought but in 

how he brought it.  God confronted him in 

compassion not in condemnation.  His anger burned 

inside and God told him it was like an animal 

crouching at the door of his heart wanting to pounce 

and overtake him.  But if he mastered the anger, it 

would not devour him, instead he would be able to 

conquer it.  God was giving him an opportunity to 

repent and take the right path.   

 

He’s given us the same opportunity.  We can walk 

according to sin by yielding to temptation or we can 

walk according to the Spirit. 

Romans 8:5-9  

Galatians 5:16-17 

 

God gave Cain a choice.  He made a way out for 

him, but he had to choose whether or not to take 

that way.  God gives us the same choice.  He is not 

going to choose for us.  He is not going to force us 

to make the right choice.  He has given us a free 

will to choose.  The choice is ours.  Cain chose to 
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follow the sinful nature.  Now I didn’t mention this 

last week so let me just add it here.  There is a 

difference in the temptation Adam and Eve faced in 

the garden and the one Cain was facing.  In the 

Garden it was Satan who dangled the forbidden fruit 

before the innocent eyes of Eve.  We don’t find in 

in chapter 4.  He doesn’t seem to be anywhere 

around.  Unlike his father, Cain was already infused 

with the sin nature so Satan didn’t need to entice 

him to murder his brother.  Remember that Jesus 

described Satan in John 8:44 as a murderer from 

the beginning.  Cain chose to go his own way, to be 

forever separated from God.  It seemed right to him 

but its way was death (Proverbs 16:25).  We read 

last week from I John 3:12 that Cain belonged to 

the evil one.  Instead of desiring God in his actions 

and doing what pleased Him, He chose to defy God 

and we see that now in his descendants.  First, Cain 

himself defied God’s punishment. 

 

A. Defying God’s Punishment – vs. 17-18 

 

You might be wondering if Adam and Eve were the 

first couple and Cain was their firstborn son, where 

Cain got his wife.  The simple answer is that she 

was either a sister or a cousin.  In 5:5 we read that 

Adam had other unnamed sons and daughters.  We 

don’t know her name or how she fits into the family 

tree.  We aren’t even told if Cain was married at the 

time of murdering Abel or if that happened later.  

There are spans of time we can’t account for and 

we’ll see that in chapter 5 as well.  What we know 

for sure is that Cain was married and they had a son 

whose name was Enoch.  This is not the same 

Enoch we will read about in chapter 5.   

 

It is in verses 17-18 that we begin to see the 

defiance of Cain that subsequently is seen in his 

descendants.  What we read here is the beginning of 

civilization.  Backing up a verse we read that Cain 

left the presence of God and began his wandering as 

commanded by God.  We find him east of Eden in 

what was known as the land of Nod.  Nod literally 

means wandering.  It was a fitting place for Cain to 

live. But somewhere along the way he grew restless 

from his wandering and decided to settle down.  He 

began to build a city and named it after his son 

Enoch.  Now don’t take the term “city” here to 

imply that it was a place with thousands or 

hundreds of thousands of people like Hartland or 

Fenton or Brighton or Flint.  The term can also 

mean settlement whether it is small or great.  Cain 

is attempting to defy God by settling down in one 

place instead of wandering according to the curse 

God had placed on him.  

 

In the NIV we read that Cain was “then building a 

city.”  That phrase is indefinite in Hebrew implying 

that he started it but didn’t finish it possibly leaving 

it for Enoch to finish.  Enoch is a name that means 

dedicated or inaugurated and so this settlement was 

dedicated to Cain’s son.  Cain was attempting to 

begin a new paradise to replace the one that was 

lost.  John Phillips suggests that instead of a place 

that was yet future, because he had walked away 

from God, he was trying to build something for the 

here and now.  Perhaps it was an attempt to raise up 

a name that would be remembered forever.   

Psalms 49:10-11  

 

The permanence Cain hoped for wouldn’t last.  We 

can build monuments to ourselves, but in time they 

will fall.  The city he began would be destroyed in 

the flood.  Poet William Ernest Henley sums up 

Cain’s life in his poem Invictus. 

Out of the night that covers me, 

Black as the Pit from pole to pole, 

I thank whatever gods may be 

For my unconquerable soul. 

 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 

I have not winced nor cried aloud. 

Under the bludgeonings of chance 

My head is bloody, but unbowed. 

 

Beyond this place of wrath and tears 

Looms but the Horror of the shade, 

And yet the menace of the years  
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Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 

 

It matters not how strait the gate, 

How charged with punishments the scroll. 

I am the master of my fate 

I am the captain of my soul. 

 

His life was like so many today consumed with the 

desire to be one’s own master without any need of 

God.  It’s a walk of unbelief, a walk of defiance as 

he sings along with Frank Sinatra “I did it my way 

way”. 

For what is a man, what has he got? 

If not himself, then he has naught 

To say the things he truly feels and not the words of 

one who kneels 

The record shows I took the blows and did it my 

way! 

 

Each of the names listed in this passage in some 

way demonstrate an attitude of defiance.  In their 

own way they had backed up the truck of their life 

against the wrong docking bay. 

Irad means fugitive or wild donkey speaking of 

someone who was unregenerate. 

Mehujal means God is combating, smitten of God, 

or blot out that Jah (short for Yahweh) is God.  Man 

was casting God aside with a “who needs God” 

attitude. 

Methusal means man who is of God or they died 

inquiring which suggests that some still had 

misgivings about the new world order, but their 

questions didn’t lead them to the right answers 

about God.  Any flickering hope was extinguished 

by Lamech which means powerful conqueror or 

wild man.  He foreshadows what it will be like in 

the last days, days where there will be wanton lust 

and lawlessness and apathy towards anything 

religious, people described by Paul as lovers of 

themselves. 

 

There are a lot of people today like Cain unafraid of 

defying God’s punishment and doing things their 

way.  Maybe a question to ponder for yourself is to 

ask if there is any streak of defiance still lingering 

in your heart or can we truly sing All to Jesus I 

surrender.  

 

So what do we see in our passage that shows their 

defiance?  In verse 19 we see the beginning of 

defying God in marriage. 

 

B. Defying God In Marriage – v. 19 

 

Over the years people have had some weird ideas 

about what constitutes marriage.  In 1979 a woman 

married the Berlin wall.  In 2007 another woman 

married the Eiffel tower.  Maybe it was something 

on which they could lean in hard times.  But 

according to civil law, marriage must be between 

two consenting adults.  As much as you love your 

pet or that sports car, try as you may, you will never 

get its consent.  

 

God is the founder of and has defined marriage for 

us.  It was instituted in Genesis 2:24 as a man and a 

woman, and I emphasize those two terms, who unite 

to become one flesh.  Marriage is a picture of the 

relationship between God and man.  As one author 

put it, the divine intention for husband and wife was 

monogamy.  Civil courts may redefine marriage but 

they will not be upheld in God’s courtroom.  It has 

been, is, and shall always be between one man and 

one woman – according to the authority of God’s 

Word. 

 

Man’s defiance of that is seen in verse 19 where 

polygamy entered history.  Lamech defied God’s 

instruction of marriage by taking two women to be 

his wives.  That was never God’s intent.  It boils 

down to selfishness and lust.  The more the merrier 

was not in God’s original plans. 

 

Defiance of God’s commands always degenerates 

into independence from God.  If you don’t care 

what God thinks then you’ll do whatever you want 

because, after all, you are the master of your fate, 

the captain of your soul and you have backed your  
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truck up against the wrong docking bay.   

Romans 1:18-25 

 

As civilization progressed rebellion increased.  Fast 

forward to the present time and we see and aberrant 

disregard for God and His commandments 

regarding marriage.  In its effort to be culturally 

relevant, civilization has blatantly rejected any 

notion of God’s ideal in marriage.  There is but one 

standard of marriage and comes from the Word of 

God, not the laws of man.  Just because it is legal 

does not make it moral.  In defiance our society has 

acquiesced to the demands of those who spurn the 

law of God and now our Governor and State 

Attorney General are saying that if an adoption 

agency doesn’t capitulate to their definition of 

marriage then those agencies will receive no state 

funding nor will they send any children to those 

agencies for adoption.  Give up your archaic 

ideology or bear the brunt of the law.  Conform or 

else. 

 

The way of Cain is to defy God when it comes to 

the definition of marriage. 

 

Show me a culture that is indifferent to God and I’ll 

show you a culture that will, in time, defy and deny 

God and become even more degenerate in their 

character.   We are witnessing today the defiance of 

God in marriage. 

 

There is something else though in the selection of 

the two women Lamech marries.  It’s discovered in 

their names.  His new morality is evident in his 

polygamy because between the two of them they 

constitute what I John 2:15-16 refers to as the lust 

of the flesh and the lust of the eyes, essentially 

summed up for us in the pride of life. 

Adah means pretty ornament. 

Zillah comes from the root for shadow or twinkle 

and means seductress. 

Herbert Lockyer in his book All the Women of the 

Bible notes this: “Lamech’s initial polygamous 

household has led the way in so much jealousy, 

heartache and sorrow.  Adah and Zillah, by their 

agreement to become wives of the same man, 

yielded to a union that degraded the dignity of 

womanhood, profaned God’s ordinances and 

brought terrible complications by sin upon the 

human race.  The destruction of true family life and 

the injection of poison into the veins of children 

born in a polygamist’s household, must be reckoned 

as Lamech’s responsibility.” 

 

Defiance against God’s ideal for marriage has left 

wreckage throughout history. When it comes to 

marriage there are only two alternatives – God’s 

way or man’s way.  Ultimately when you only love 

yourself, you don’t care what God says and it really 

is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the 

pride of life. Live for self is the only option. 

 

Next we see in verses 20-22 a defiance of God in 

labor. 

 

C. Defying God In Labor – vs. 20-22 

 

Between Lamech’s two wives we are told of three 

sons they had between them.  We benefit from 

things that were birthed by that generation. They 

were hard-working, industrious and innovative.  

They pioneered cities, raised livestock, gave us 

culture and understood metal in order to shape it. 

 

Jubal raised livestock.  That’s a more fitting term 

than cattle in the KJV.  In the original it is 

understood to be more than just the animals that go 

moo.  In addition to cows it can include donkeys, 

camels, goats and other kinds of animals like that.  

However, the word “cattle” does convey the idea of 

acquiring suggesting that he had cornered the 

market.  He had started a new way of living. Instead 

of raising crops, he was raising cattle.  Instead of 

being settled and working the land, he became 

nomadic and lived in tents, moving around to where 

the grazing would be best.  Skin would make 

clothes, some could be milked, others used as beasts 

of burden for hauling heavy loads.  One author also 
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suggested that the Cainites may have also defied 

God’s command to eat from the produce they grew 

and actually began eating meat.  We can’t say that 

to be the case one way or the other, but it’s possible 

especially given that if they were willing to defy 

God in one area of living, they would be willing to 

defy God in another area of living.   

 

Next, we have his brother Jubal from which we get 

our word jubilee.  It means ram’s horn or trumpet.  

He is the innovator of all who play the harp and 

flute.  He created music.  Music is a good thing, 

right?  Don’t they say that music calms the savage 

beast?  Studies show that cows will produce better 

milk listening to certain kinds of music over other 

kinds of music. 

 

Most of the sources I read suggested that music was 

invented as a way of taking their minds off the labor 

of their work in a way to numb the curse of the soil.   

 

Their half-brother, Tubal-Cain, was the inventor of 

forged tools made of iron and bronze.  That phrase 

in the NIV “out of” refers to someone who 

instructed in the work of metal.  The word implies 

that he also had a corner on the market in farm tools 

and some suggest even weapons.  That he instructed 

others also implies that he kept his trade a secret so 

that anyone who wanted iron tools would have to 

come to him. 

 

Again, while we have benefitted immensely from 

the ingenuity and creativity of these skills, the 

suggestion embedded here is that these were 

developed to give them greater independence from 

their Creator.  Who needs God?  Cain and his 

lineage did not want God, had become indifferent 

toward God and defied God.  In the world they were 

creating they wanted to live in the lap of luxury, to 

be as comfortable as possible.  Each in their own 

way was an attempt to thwart God’s commands. 

 

Harold Stigers writes that “Sin, when left to itself, 

turns to materialism to ease the burden of the divine  

curse, but it progresses therein to destruction.” 

 

It reminds of what Paul said about Demas who had 

left him because he loved this present world. The 

seed of Cain had no thought of any future life so 

they tried to create comfort for the present. 

 

It’s not wrong to have a little comfort today unless 

it’s being used to take your mind off God or to 

make you independent from God. We were given 

the capacity by God to subdue the earth but not at 

the expense of being independent of our Creator, 

but that’s the world the Cainites were creating.  

They were trying to fill their void of God with 

things that cannot nor will not satisfy an eternal 

soul.  They were defying God in their labor. 

 

Our passage shows one more way in which they 

defied God.  We return in verses 23-24 to Lamech. 

 

D. Defying God in Murder – vs. 23-24 

 

Lamech killed a man and bragged about to his 

wives.  It is apparent from our verses that this other 

person was younger and had instigated the event 

that led to his death because Lamech retaliated.  We 

don’t know if this other person accidentally injured 

Lamech or if it was intentional.  Lamech was 

wounded by this person so in revenge he lashed 

back and killed the man.  Here is the first song 

recorded in Scripture.   

 

It is a song of arrogance, a song that insights 

intolerance when there is a personal attack or injury.  

He was unconcerned about taking a life showing no 

remorse in what he did.  Instead of offering 

forgiveness he took revenge.  Like Lamech, people 

today feel justified in their actions because, after all, 

they started it. 

 

There’s a little word tucked neatly in the song that 

explains his attitude.  It’s found in verse 23 where it 

says “I have killed a man FOR wounding me.” 

It’s the word “for” and refers to being casual about 
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what he had done.  He doesn’t even care that he 

took a life.  His violent actions proclaimed complete 

independence of God.  He was the master of his 

destiny and with all he and his sons had 

accomplished concluded that they could lift the 

curse of God placed on Cain’s line. 

 

We see his vanity in the song he sings claiming that 

if God put a curse on anyone who took the life of 

Cain, the curse on anyone who might take his life 

was 10 times worse.  He bragged that what he did 

was of greater in significance and deserved greater 

justice than Cain.  If you want a lesson in musical 

anarchy that glorifies violence google that and 

you’ll get an education that will make your hair 

stand on end.  It all started with Lamech’s song.  It 

is called the song of the sword and glorified 

vengeance, power, and independence. 

In the New Testament Jesus taught that instead of 

seeking vengeance we should be forgiving.  He said 

if someone offends you, don’t retaliate, forgive. 

 

Defying God is evident in the line of Cain.  But all 

is not lost in the post paradise world.  Yes we see a 

blatant effort to become totally independent of God 

by defying Him in every way.  Yet, God always has 

a remnant, a people who will follow Him in 

obedience.  Closing out chapter 4 and then on into 

chapter 5 we see the line of Seth, the antithesis of 

the line of Cain.  It’s the story of making a choice 

between two paths, a choice that is up to you. You 

can choose your own path or God’s.  Where one 

line defied God in their actions, the other desired 

God in their attitudes.   

 

II. DESIRING GOD IN ATTITUDE – vs. 25-26 

 

I’m not going to spend much time here because we 

will develop this idea more in chapter 5.  Let me 

start though, by pointing out that Adam and Eve had 

another son.  What Eve says is an indication that 

this child is a gift from God because Cain had killed 

Abel.  Cain had alienated himself from Adam and 

Eve because of his murderous actions.  Here again 

we see the grace of God in the birth Seth who was 

born to carry on the family line.  His name means 

appointed, compensated, or substituted.  It can also 

mean foundation.  It would be through Seth that the 

foundation of the seed of the woman would be set 

through whom would come the Redeemer promised 

in 3:15.  Cain’s actions showed Eve that he was 

neither the promise nor the one through whom the 

promised redeemer would come.  Seth’s birth shows 

us that God intended to inhabit the world with a 

godly line.   

 

When reading the line of Seth it’s interesting to note 

that each name is listed twice – when they were 

born and when they died.  Cain’s line is only listed 

once, when they were born.  It goes to show you 

that the lie of Satan to Eve that they would not die 

was false.   

 

We read that Seth has a son named Enos.  It means 

frailty.  Seth’s lineage is learning that life is fragile 

and that we must depend on God and in that 

dependence to desire God. We read in verse 26 that 

they began to call on God.  The tense in the Hebrew 

indicates that it was continuous.  They kept it up. 

 

Man begins to see that he cannot be independent 

from God but must rely on God so they call to Him.  

Maybe they looked at their cousins and saw in their 

total disregard for God an emptiness that revealed 

there must be something more, something better, 

that following God in the harshness and struggles of 

life is necessary to help them through it.  So he calls 

on God.  It’s a term that refers to a message given to 

a specific person with the intention of causing a 

specific response.  Think of when your child is sick 

in the middle of the night and they call out your 

name – usually it’s mom.  They are calling out to 

you in their time of need in order for you to respond 

with the specific help they are in need of.   

The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 

says it this way: “After Cain killed Abel, man 

realized the full effects of the curse and began to 

call on God’s name…The godly recognized the 
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presence of original sin by their continual calling on 

God.” 

And this is what I want to close with today.  God 

responds to those who call on Him. Genesis 12:8 

and 13:4 tell us that as Abraham followed God in 

faith, he built an altar and called on the name of 

God. 

 

The Psalmist recognized the importance of calling 

on God when he wrote “I love the Lord, for He 

heard my voice; He heard my cry for mercy.  

Because He turned His ear to me, I will call on 

Him as long as I live.” (Psalm 116:2) 

 

If you are in a tough spot today and you’re not sure 

where to turn consider the words of Psalm 145:18-

19 “The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to 

all who call on Him in truth.  He fulfills the 

desires of those who fear Him; He hears their cry 

and saves them.” 

 

Psalm 34:4-7 “I sought the Lord, and He 

answered me; He delivered me from all my fears. 

Those who look to Him are radiant; their faces 

ae never covered with shame.  This poor man 

called, and the Lord heard him; He saved him 

out of all his troubles.  The angel of the Lord 

encamps around those who fear Him, and He 

delivers them.  Taste and see that the Lord is 

good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in 

Him.” 

  

And if you are here today and have never trusted 

Christ as your Savior there is the promise that “all 

who call upon the name of the Lord will be 

saved” (Romans 10:13). 

 

But be warned because those who refuse to call on 

God will experience His wrath. 

Psalm 79:6 “Pour out Your wrath on the nations 

that do not acknowledge You, on the kingdoms 

that do not call on Your name.” 

Isaiah 65:12 “I will destine you for the sword, 

and you will all bend down for the slaughter; for 

I called but you did not answer, I spoke but you 

did not listen.  You did evil in my sight and chose  

what displeases me.” 

 

There you have it – two ways, two paths, two 

destinies. 

 

God’s instructions for the Israelites ring true for 

anyone today. “If from there you seek the Lord 

your God, you will find Him if you look for Him 

with all your heart and will all your soul 

(Deuteronomy 4:29).” 

 

It began in the garden and continues today.  God 

will respond to those who call on Him. Cain’s line 

didn’t want God. They wanted to be their own gods.  

Seth’s line began to call on God.  We’ll follow that 

line on down to Noah where we see that the line of 

Cain had plummeted to such a degree of wickedness 

that only Noah was found to be righteous.  Our 

world today is filled with people who are bent on 

defying God.  But even in the middle of such 

depravity many have chosen to call on God.  The 

choice is yours and yours alone.  Which docking 

bay will choose to back up to?  There is only one 

that is right. 

 

As we come to the Communion table today, it is a 

time to call on the name of God.   

Call on Him today if you need salvation. 

Call on Him today if you need forgiveness. 

Call on Him today if you want to thank Him for His 

ever present help in time of trouble. 

 

 


