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Trust and Obey
Acts 13:4-12

That I can recall I only almost got lost once.  Riding trails out in National forest next to Camp I made so many turns I got turned around but eventually got back on track to get home.  It may have helped if I had a compass.  Now you just need GPS.

Skills in using map and compass are giving way to modern technology.  Maybe you are familiar with the sport of Orienteering.  Orienteering began in Sweden in the 19th century.  First used in 1886, it meant the crossing of unknown land with the aid of a map and compass.  It began as an exercise in land navigation for training military officers and quickly developed as a sport for civilians.  The sport evolved to include a race against time as well as locating check points.  Participants navigate from one check point to another over diverse and usually unfamiliar terrain using a topographical map and a compass over locations selected for their beauty, either natural or manmade.

Last week we began a new section in the book of Acts with a moving worship service involving the leaders at the church in Antioch.  Saul and Barnabas were a part of that group seeking direction from the Lord.  Given the historical nature of the remainder of the book of Acts we can assume that what they were praying and fasting about how they could affect the rest of the world with the gospel.  They had a passion for the Lord seen in their worship, prayer, and fasting AND they had a passion for the lost.  It was during one of these times of worship that the Lord through the Spirit spoke to them.  “Set apart Barnabas and Saul. I have work for them to do.”

And they were sent on their way.  For direction on this mission they did not use compass and map but rather a unique method of finding their way.  And like the sport of Orienteering there was a race against time.  They didn’t know when the Lord was returning so they were out to tell as many people as possible that Jesus saves and they should do it today
Turn to Acts 13:4-12.

I. AN OBEDIENT WALK – v. 4-5

There is an important truth that begins this section and will be important throughout the book of Acts.  We have spoken of it before and it bears repeating again.  “The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit.”

Here’s an important principle: If you want to do the will of the Lord, you must walk in the way of the Lord.  You must be obedient to Him.  Walking in the will of the Lord requires that we keep His Word.  If we want the Holy Spirit to lead us, we need to be digging in the Book He authored.  The Holy Spirit is our compass and the Word of God is our map.
John 14:21 “He that hath My commandments, and keeps them, he it is that loveth Me…”

There is a direct correlation between knowing God’s Word and knowing/doing God’s will.
Saul and Barnabas sought to do the will of God.  To do the will of God (that means obeying God), they had to be in His Word.

Maybe you know this hymn:

When we walk with the Lord

In the light of His Word,

What a glory He sheds on our way!

While we do His good will,

He abides with us still,

And with all who will trust and obey.

God reveals His will, His path when we walk after Him by obeying His Word.  

Saul and Barnabas sought the will of the Lord.  Even back then the world was a pretty big place.  Where should they start out?  How did they know where God wanted them to go?  I think they did the same things they had been doing in verses 2 and 3 – worshipping, praying, and fasting.  They wanted to have an obedient walk.  

Looking back in the Old Testament we can see something very similar in the calling of Abraham.  It’s found in Genesis 12:1.  “Now the Lord had said unto Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.’”  
That place of uncertainty can be a pretty frightening place can’t it.  After all we’ve never been down that road before.  I often hear Psalm 23 read at funerals – I use it too.  It’s a great Psalm of encouragement.  We come to verse 3 which says “even though I walk through the shadows of death I won’t fear a thing, because You are with me…”  I think the Lord wants us to remember that in the scariest place of all, that being death, when we walk with the Lord, there isn’t anything to be afraid of.  If God will walk with us in that place, how much comfort should it be that God will walk with us where ever He leads us?  

Hymn 668 – I’ll Go Where You Want Me To Go
Saul and Barnabas understood the commitment of faith to walk after the Lord in this way His Spirit was leading them.  

They understood the Great Commission of Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8 to go to all the world and preach the gospel teaching them to obey God’s commands.  That commission leaves no leniency to consider whether or not we’ll do it.  It is a command to go.  With that commission comes the authority of God Himself who gave it.
They understood the Great Commandment to love God and neighbor the same.  Matthew 22:36-40
I want to propose a third idea that combines the Great Commission and the Great Commandment.  It is what I call the Great Commitment.  By that I mean my willingness to obey and follow Christ every day in every way and by so doing I fulfill both the Great Commission and the Great Commandment.
Paul and Barnabas needed a Great Commitment to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit to places of uncertainty, places of persecution, but places of possibility.  The Great Commitment is a walk of faith.

It wasn’t that way for the Israelites leaving Egypt.  Yes there was faith involved, but they had that pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night to follow.  They walked by sight and not by faith.  It was a visible sign of God’s direction.
Hebrews 11:6 reminds us that if we want to please God we must walk by faith.  Faith requires obedience.  Obedience requires faith.

Paul stressed to the Corinthians that we are to walk by faith and not by sight.  (II Corinthians 5:7)

It sounds familiar to Acts 13:4.  The Lord was sending Saul and Barnabas on a mission that was to be by faith.  The Holy Spirit sent them on their way.  He would be leading them.  

The Lord was saying to these two men that if you trust Me, I’ll take you where I want you to go.  Paul will later write to the Ephesians that God has preordained good works for us to do if we will but obediently follow Him.  (Ephesians 2:10)
When it comes to choosing a job or a spouse or a move or where to go to college - are you willing to be led by the Spirit in every area of life?  Don’t think for a moment that God isn’t interested in those things, that He leaves those secular decisions up to you and is only interested in the spiritual side of things like where you go to church and what you do in the church to serve Him.  The will of God and a walk with God includes everything about your daily walk, who you are, what you do and what decisions you make.  

Will you go where He wants you to go?
You and what you do matters to God.  I think we would all agree that people matter to God.  That’s why He sent His Son Jesus, to die for us.  He loves us that much.  People matter so much to God He uses us to share His good news with them.  Maybe His desire to use us as His messengers is a way for us to show God how much we love Him in return and appreciate the eternal gift He has given us.

So, if people matter to God, they ought to matter to us as well.  We need to have the same heart for others that God does.  Saul and Barnabas had that kind of heart.

Notice where it was that the Holy Spirit led them.  They left Antioch and headed to the seaport city of Seleucia on the Mediterranean Sea.  Antioch was a major city that was about 6 miles from the coast.  Located on the Orontes River, you could travel by boat to Seleucia on the coast.  From there we read that they headed to the island of Cyprus.  Where have we read about that?  Remember that this Island is the home of Barnabas.  I think the Holy Spirit led them there for a couple reasons.  
It was only a couple days’ journey back to Antioch.  

It was familiar to Barnabas.

It had a large Jewish population.

The Holy Spirit had led them to an ideal spot to begin their missionary work.
They landed on the east coast at the city of Salamis.  This is the largest city on the Island.  Luke tells us that when they arrived they preached the Word of God in the synagogues.  The city had such a large Jewish population it had quite a few synagogues.  Paul would later write to the Romans that he was not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.  It is the power of God for salvation to the Jew first and then to the Gentile  (Romans 1:16).  Paul’s practice was to go the Jews first with the gospel, not to the exclusion of the Gentiles, but in hopes first that those who at least had knowledge of God might be persuaded through their own teachings that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah in whom they should believe for salvation rather than continuing to hold on to the Law as a means of salvation.  This was something Paul was all too familiar with and would have a strong argument against trying to attain eternal life by keeping the Law.

They weren’t tourists on a vacation, they were there to work, to spread the gospel, to preach Christ crucified, risen and coming again.  It is here that they establish the practice of first going to the Jews and speaking in their synagogues.  Not only will they have an audience of people familiar with the Old Testament from which they can teach the prophecies about the Messiah, but they will also have a number of Gentiles who, like Cornelius, were God-fearers.  It was a ready audience.  

Led by the Spirit, they started their ministry in the backyard of Barnabas.  Let’s keep in mind that the Holy Spirit is the authority behind any of the missional work we do.  Acts 1:8 reminds us very clearly that it is the Holy Spirit that empowers us to witness.  Verse 5 says that when they spoke in the synagogues they proclaimed the Word of God.  To proclaim means they had important and official news to share, so pay attention.
They were sent ones from God with a message.

It is very similar in meaning to apostle.  In the term apostle the emphasis is on the person being sent.  The word used here doesn’t speak of the person as one being sent, but rather speaks of the action of being sent with a view to the initiator, the one doing the sending and the message being conveyed.  In this case the initiator is the Holy Spirit and the message is the Word of God, the gospel.  Kittel’s Theological dictionary defines it this way: “It is less a statement concerning the mission than a statement concerning the initiator and his concern, the one who is sent is of interest only to the degree that in some measure the sent one embodies the one who sends him.”

 The concern of God is that the message of His saving grace be shared and He uses us as His instruments to do so.  The message is delivered by those who embody Christ Himself. II Corinthians 5:17 indicates that we are a new creation in Christ.  Because we have taken on His nature we are the right ones to take His message.

Barnabas and Saul bore not only the message of God, they also bore the character of God and were the right vessels to deliver that message to the lost.

Where ever they went in Salamis they proclaimed the message of God.   
Theirs was an obedient walk.

But we find that even when there is obedience there is also opposition.  In verses 6-11 we find an opposing way.
II. AN OPPOSING WAY – v. 6-11
From the east coast at Salamis they traveled through the whole land of Cyprus until they came to Paphos located on the west coast.  It means that they went through the whole land to as many towns and villages as they could and preached the Word of God.  Where the gospel goes there will be opposition.  Someone will stand in the way.
Maybe you aren’t aware that Cyprus is the birthplace of the goddess Venus, also known as Aphrodite.  This island not only had a large Jewish population, but it was home to the worship of Venus.  They believed that Venus was born of sea foam near what became the city of Paphos.  Saul and Barnabas would not only be challenged to defend the gospel before Jews, but also to these people who were worshippers in the idolatrous cult of Venus.  There was tremendous immorality associated with this pagan deity.  It was into this environment that the gospel was going.
Amidst all the possible forms of opposition they might encounter, notice what Luke records for us.  He indicates that opposition came from a Jewish man who was a sorcerer, something the Old Testament forbid.  The word originally meant Magi or wise man and referred to the priestly line of Media.  They were well taught in astrology, astronomy, agriculture, mathematics and history.  Daniel 2:1ff notes they were famous for their ability to interpret dreams.  They were so influential as a group that no Persian ruler could be placed in power without their approval.  But the practice and position of these magicians had in some cases degenerated to those who dabbled in magic and even in occultic practices.   

That’s the kind of guy we see here.  Bar-jesus was his name and he should in no way be associated with the wise men in the account of Jesus’ birth.  This guy was a fraud.  His only motivation was for evil.  Many of these frauds preyed on the minds and hearts of simple people to win a following and cheat them out of their money.  Those who oppose the gospel are just like Bar-Jesus.
Somehow he aligned himself with the governor who Luke describes as an intelligent man.  Yet Bar-jesus had convinced him that he had some magical powers.  The deceitful whisperings of the tongue can, if not carefully guarded against, convince many to follow their lies.  

This should be a warning to us that opposition comes not only from those who blatantly deny the truth of God’s Word, but those who also twist the truth making it appear right only to ensnare those who will follow. Satan did that to Eve
There is a way that seems right to a man, but it ends in death.  Bar-jesus became concerned when the governor showed interest in what Paul and Barnabas were speaking.  As governor it was his responsibility to know what was going on in his territory including things that were being taught.  Here was a new and different teaching about a God who became a man, who died and then came back to life and if you repent of your wrong doings and believe in Him you will be given eternal life.  His interest wasn’t just because it was new.  His interest stemmed from a sincere desire to hear more about the way of salvation and it was of great concern to Bar-jesus.  If the governor embraced this new teaching, his services would no longer be necessary and he would lose a significant source of income, all be it dishonest income.

Our passage states that Bar-jesus opposed Paul and Barnabas and tried to turn the governor from hearing the truth about the gospel.

The teens recently watched a movie titled To Save a Life.  It’s the story of a super popular athlete who is faced with a crisis of belief when an old friend commits suicide in school.  He begins to raise a lot of questions that leads him to church where he becomes born again.  Everything in his world begins to crumble: his parents are getting a divorce, his girlfriend is pregnant, his old friends abandon him because he’s a Christian now, even his girlfriend tries to turn him from his faith.  He’s at a crossroads.  He had many opposing forces.
Sergius Paulus was a man who heard the gospel and had to make a decision.  Is this truth or not and will I believe?  Interestingly enough opposition comes from a man whose name literally means son of Jesus.  Paul confronts him and calls him what he really is – not a son of Jesus, but a son of the devil.  Jesus himself said that the Satan is the father of lies (John 8:44) and Paul is calling it like it is.  But it wasn’t Paul’s assessment. Notice in verse 9 that it was the Holy Spirit who gave Paul insight into this man’s true character.

If we are going to go into the world with the gospel we must know and be prepared for those who will oppose the gospel.  There will always be some form of opposition, some kind of distraction to keep others from either hearing or accepting the truth of God’s Word.  Opposition will come from outside the church and it will unfortunately come from within the church as well.  How committed will we be in continuing to share the gospel and in retaining the truth?

Arnie has a friend we have been praying for to get saved.  They have been friends for 30 years.  He’s an avowed atheist.  He has faithfully been witnessed to for a long time.  Occasionally I’ll get an email forwarded to me where the friend continues to attack Christians and Christianity with all kinds of rhetoric and excuses, but Arnie just keeps plugging away sharing the truth of Christ in the gospel.  I’ll admit that I would have given up on this guy a long time ago thinking he was just a hopeless cause.  It teaches me a lesson that no matter what their response I have an obligation, a privilege to share Christ even if they don’t or won’t respond by placing their faith in the Savior.  It’s possible that if Arnie would were to give up and never share Christ again with this friend that the friend might come back with some retort like “see you’re just like all those other people who say they’re Christians, you just don’t care.  It must not really be the truth you claim it to be.”  

God never gives up on anyone.  He never gave up on me.  He never gave up on you.  Let’s not give up on those who need Christ even when there is opposition, even when they oppose the gospel.
Paul and Barnabas could have walked away and said it wasn’t worth the hassle.  They didn’t need that kind of opposition.  After all there were plenty of people who would listen and respond.  But I think they saw the sincere interest in the governor and met the opposition head on.  The gospel message of Christ is the greatest story we could ever tell, greater than news about our grandkids, greater than getting a job or being promoted, greater than who won the big game, greater than an engagement, greater than that killer recipe.  So why don’t we share it more?  What kind of opposition will keep us from giving out the gospel?  
Will fear be a barrier that keeps us from speaking?

Will fear of failure stop us?

Will fear of rejection stop us?

Will fear of losing friends stop us?

Will fear of not knowing what to say stop us?

Will fear of having to move to another city or country stop us if the Holy Spirit wants to lead somewhere other than here?

Will fear of having to learn a new language stop us?

Will fear of finances stop us?

Will fear of giving up my time or what I want to do stop us?  

What barriers will keep us from following the leading of the Holy Spirit to share the Gospel?

If we are allowing any of these barriers to stand in our way then we aren’t fully trusting in the Lord, we aren’t fully following the Holy Spirit.

Just remember that no matter where you take the gospel, Satan will always be ready to stand in opposition.  But resist the devil and he will flee.
There will even be those like Bar-jesus who claim to be a son of salvation, but really are an enemy of salvation.  They hinder the Word of God from reaching those who need it.  They are wolves in sheep’s clothing doing what they can to hinder others from hearing and receiving God’s grace.  Some willingly, knowingly oppose, some don’t know they stand in opposition.  Beware of them.
Remember that where the truth of the gospel is proclaimed, Satan will have his counterfeit.
Barnabas and Saul were compelled to go by the Spirit.  They were compelled to speak by the Spirit.

They had an obedient walk with the Spirit.

Even thought they were led by the Spirit, they still 
had opposition along the way.  In spite of the opposition they encountered they shared an opportunistic word.

III. AN OPPORTUNISTIC WORD – v. 12

After attempting to oppose the gospel, Paul performed his first sign gift.  He confronted Bar-jesus with the truth about who he really was and cast a blinding mist over him.  He groped around for someone to help him. What he was attempting to do spiritually in keeping others blind to the gospel he now became physically.  His blindness would last only for a time.  We don’t know if he was ever saved.  Some people experience the hand of God and realize the truth about who He is and what He has said and repent.  Saul was that kind of person.  Others experience the hand of God and their hearts are further hardened to the gospel, refusing to see or believe that God offers salvation freely as they repent of sin and believe that Jesus died for them.  
The still small voice of God’s Spirit spoke to Sergius Paulus.  He became convicted of sin and convinced that Jesus is the only way and he believed.  We know all too well from Scripture what would have happened to him had Paul kept silent about the gospel when confronted with opposition.  He would have died forever separated from God who loved him and gave His Son for him, but gladly he believed.  Salvation came through the word spoken not by the miracle performed.  
Paul and Barnabas were men of commitment.
Bar-jesus was a man of contention.

Sergius Paulus became a man of conviction.

Of these three who are you most like?
Do you know a Sergius Paulus with whom you can share the gift of eternal life through Christ?  Who has God put on your heart?
Do we recognize when the Holy Spirit sends us?

Do we realize that the Holy Spirit is with us?

Do we remember that the Holy Spirit empowers us?
