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An Adventure Awaits
Acts 10:1-48

This morning take your Bibles and turn to Acts 10.

They are known as Halflings, little people of insignificant stature.  Hobbits, as they were known to be called in Middle Earth, were an ordinary people with ordinary tastes.  They tend to be a little fat in the stomach, have good natured faces and laugh deep fruity laughs.  Indulge me for a few moments if you will, to read an excerpt from the J.R.R. Tolkein’s classic masterpiece The Hobbit.  

“This Hobbit was a very well-to-do hobbit, and his name was Baggins.  The Bagginess had lived in the neighborhood of The Hill for time out of mind, and people considered them very respectable, not only because most of them were rich, but also because they never had any adventures or did anything unexpected: you could tell what a Baggins would say on any question without the bother of asking him.  This is a story of how a Baggins had an adventure, and found himself doing and saying things altogether unexpected.  
Gandalf came by.  Gandalf!  If you had heard only a quarter of what I have heard about him, and I have only heard very little of all there is to hear, you would be prepared for any sort of remarkable tale.  Tales and adventures sprouted up all over the place wherever he went, in the most extraordinary fashion…All that the unsuspecting Bilbo saw that morning was an old man with a staff…I have chosen Mr. Baggins and that ought to be enough for all of you.  There is a lot more in him than you guess, and a deal more than he has any idea of himself.”

And so begins the epic tale of the adventures of Bilbo Baggins.  I hope you didn’t miss the end.  “There is a lot more in him than you guess, and a deal more than he has any idea of himself.”  I would dare say that’s you and me, especially when it comes to something like what we will find in chapter 10 of Acts in this adventure of Peter.

To recap where we are in our study of Acts, we began with a commission given by the resurrected Jesus commanding His followers to be empowered by the Holy Spirit in order to take the good news of salvation by faith in Him to all peoples in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the entire world.

Just as was promised by Jesus, the apostles praying in an upper room somewhere in Jerusalem were all spontaneously filled with the Holy Spirit, the result of which brought about a sermon by Peter in witness of what was occurring and the salvation of three thousand souls.  So began a tremendous work of God’s Spirit among the Jews in Jerusalem.  Thousands more were added as daily men and women, boys and girls, young and old, rich and poor were saved.  God mightily moved in His chosen people to bring many to salvation.  

The religious leaders were up in arms about what was happening and through persecution at the hands of Saul tried to obliterate this fast growing faith and dispel the notion of a living Jesus whom they had crucified, many who had witnessed His death.

Persecution spread the church to the surrounding regions.  Instead of depleting the numbers of Jesus followers as they had hoped would occur through persecution, their numbers continued to soar.  Persecution had led Philip to travel to the city of Samaria, that once capital of the Northern Israelite tribes before their dispersion at the hands of Assyria.  
Philip the evangelist preached the gospel there and Samaritans responded to the hope of salvation through Christ.  Hearing that Samaritans had turned to Christ Peter and John traveled to verify the news and upon the laying on of hands, they all received the Holy Spirit.  This substantiated that salvation had also been extended to those who comprised Jews who intermarried with Gentiles – a once despised group of people to the Jews.  They had mixed the Jewish race.  They didn’t worship in Jerusalem.  They didn’t strictly follow the Law of Moses.  They were different, but it couldn’t be denied that God also brought about the work of salvation in them through faith, witnessed by the Holy Spirit’s coming on them as well.  That day was in every real sense their Pentecost.  Peter and John left Samaria and Scripture states that they went from town to town preaching in the region.  The Great Commission was expanding.
At the same time persecution continued in Jerusalem.  Saul got on his religious high horse and with papers in hand headed north to Damascus, a city whose trade routes led deep into the east and north.  His intent was to keep the Way from spreading into those regions along the major routes.  

Nearing the city he had an encounter with the living Jesus where his once spiritually darkened eyes were opened and literally he saw the light of the gospel.  Everything he had hoped for through his Old Testament framework regarding the Messiah had now become clear.  Then and there on that dusty road with the city in his sight, armed with authority from the chief priest to arrest any who were Jesus followers, he made a conscious decision to surrender to the Christ he had for so long fought against.  He became a Jesus follower Himself.
Once his physical sight had returned to him he began immediately to preach the gospel to the amazement of everyone in Damascus and the church continued to grow because the truth of Jesus was being shared and they believed.  

An important event is about to take place in the life of Peter.  Last week we saw Peter traveling around the coastal area where in a stopover at Lydda, performed a miracle very similar to that of Jesus in healing a paralytic.  All who saw the healed man were saved.  Jesus followers in the next town over called Joppa heard about the miracle and sent for Peter.  A dear saint named Dorcas had died.  Many of the widows were grief stricken because without her they would have nothing.  Again, similar to the miracle Jesus performed in raising Jairus’s daughter from the dead, Peter also, after praying and in Jesus’ name and by the power of God, raised Dorcas back to life.  The same results transpired in Joppa as in Lydda and many were saved there also.  Peter settled down among the Joppanese people.
Just as a way of reminder in both towns and in both miracles, we saw that only God can transform the heart through salvation and only God can transform the hands for service.  As a parenthetical note, Luke concluded the chapter with just a little after thought about Peter.  He stayed in Joppa with another man named Simon, and oh, by the way, he was a tanner.

We are now at a point of transition in Acts.  It’s a pivotal point on which much of the rest of the book hangs and indeed we might say the rest of the New Testament.  Some scholars note that between eight and ten years have transpired since Pentecost.  Peter had settled into life along the sea shore of Joppa.  We can only assume that he spent time with the church there teaching and building them up in the faith.  
Maybe staying near the sea was a way to reminisce about the old days out in his fishing boat.  The smell of sea salt hung richly in the air, the spray of sea water on his face was refreshing, the endless drone of the tide washing up on shore I’m sure brought back fond memories for him.  Maybe it reminded him of the last meal he had with Jesus where they shared a warm fire and some broiled fish.  That may have started him thinking about those pointed and deliberate words of Jesus who asked him those three times “Peter, do you love Me?”  It would have also conjured up the urging of Jesus to spend his remaining time on earth feeding Jesus’ sheep at which he may have thought of the believers in Jerusalem and then in Joppa.  
Ah the sea.  Peter would have been content there.  Maybe you know something of what Peter is experiencing.  You have found contentment where you are at.  At the same time God is working in you He is also working in other places.  Peter didn’t know it but God was working in another town about 30 miles to the north.  It was a place that would begin a new adventure for the Apostle.  It’s the town of Caesarea.  Built by Herod the Great just before the birth of Jesus the town served as the Roman headquarters for the Galilean region.  Pilate had his home there.  It was also home to some 600 Roman soldiers.  The town was crawling with constant reminders of Roman occupation.  

Among this group of soldiers, all Gentile, we are brought face to face with the brief story of a man named Cornelius.  He’s a man of some importance as he is in charge of 100 men.  He had status as a ranking officer and our passage indicates that not only was he respected among his own people, but also among the Jews as well.  He was a man of some influence.  Notice verse 2 that “he and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly.”  

Among the Jews he would have been considered a gate dweller.  As a Gentile he could not enter the synagogue because of the strict laws the Jews had.  He was not a full fledged Jewish proselyte but he could hang around the gate during services and listen in on the teaching.  

In verses 1-7 notice there is a divine experience.
I. THERE IS A DIVINE EXPERIENCE – 

v. 1-7

In verses 1 and 2 we see that he was a committed man.

A. He Was a Committed Man – v. 1-2

Somewhere along the way Cornelius had become disillusioned with his own religious worship of the many gods in Roman culture.  They had promised peace and fulfillment but they left him empty, hollow, wondering what else there was.  Something about the monotheistic worship of the Jews drew him to their teachings and promise of hope.  

Being devout speaks of worship that is rightly directed.  He recognized a dependence on God and feared God, had respect for God,  and prayed to God out of desire to know Him.  He genuinely sought God through worship, through his generosity and through his service to the Jewish community.
He believed in one God and followed the moral and ethical teachings of Judaism.  He was a good man and lived a life trying to please God.  Yet he lacked one thing.  In many respects he was just like Saul before that trip to Damascus, religious, God-fearing, all the while trying to get to heaven on his own merits.  There are millions if not billions of Cornelius’s today around the world.  They think they are well on their way to eternal bliss through the merits of good works and religious observances, but will find that they missed the one thing, the only thing that will guarantee eternal life.  Cornelius hadn’t found that yet.  He had not heard he needed Christ as Savior.   

Maybe in one of the services at the synagogue he heard these words from the priest reading Deuteronomy 4:29 “But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find Him if you look for Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”  Maybe he sat there pondering those words thinking to himself that he was that seeker.
Or perhaps from II Chronicles 15:2 “He went out to meet Asa and said to him, "Listen to me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin. The LORD is with you when you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you, but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.”
In their many songs Cornelius may have heard these from the Psalms.  Psalm 14:2  “The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God.”
Psalm 27:4 “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in His temple.”
Psalm 40:16 “Let all those that seek You rejoice and be glad in You: let such as love Your salvation say continually, The LORD be magnified.
Psalm 63:1 “O God, You are my God; early will I seek You: my soul thirsts for You, my flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land, where there is no water.”
Psalm 105:3 “Glory in His holy name: let the heart of them rejoice who seek the LORD.”
Psalm 119:2 “Blessed are they that keep His testimonies, and that seek Him with the whole heart.”
The prophet Isaiah adds (Isaiah 55:6) “Seek the LORD while He may be found, call on Him while He is near.”
Finally from Jeremiah 29:13 we note “And you will seek Me, and find Me, when you will search for Me with all your heart.”
Cornelius said that’s me.  I’m a seeker wanting to know God.  I’m here in this place of worship to know God.  What else is there?  He was doing all he knew to find God, but there was still something missing and he knew it, but didn’t know what it was, something he hadn’t yet heard, but needed to hear to be able to put all the pieces together so that his eternal soul could find rest and be satisfied.  He was a committed man in his desire to seek God.
He was also a compliant man, by that I mean he was obedient.

B. He Was a Compliant Man - v. 3-8
On one of those days of seeking God he was praying and the strangest thing happened.  He had a vision.  Before him was an angel.  He wasn’t napping and having a dream.  This was something visible to him, that he could see with his eyes.  This was a divine experience and the angel encouraged him that the answers he sought about spiritual matters was close.  
Do you find it interesting that the angel didn’t reveal the truth that Cornelius sought?  Angels have not experienced the grace of God that you and I have.  They know nothing of the salvation we experience because Jesus did not die for them, he died for us.  They long to understand it and even rejoice when someone is saved, but they have not and will not experience the saving grace we receive from God when by faith we trust Christ for salvation.  God uses us as His instruments to tell about His saving grace, because we have experienced it firsthand.  I Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”
You and I are the messengers of the hope of eternal life in Jesus Christ.
I’m not sure why, but the angel told him to send men to Joppa to get this guy Peter and told him where he could be found.  Why not have Cornelius go himself?  Probably because as we will see, his whole house was going to have a divine encounter.
Our text tells us that Cornelius got up from praying, told the whole story to a couple of his servants and a trusted soldier and sent them to Joppa.  They were men who would not have thought he had gone off his rocker or had a bad dish of chili.  

Cornelius had a divine experience meeting an angel of God.  He was a seeker, someone who longed to know God.  Is that you?  Are you a Cornelius today doing a lot of religious things, but all the while missing the most important piece to the whole puzzle?  Do you know any Cornelius’s?  

There is a shift back to Joppa.  Here we see in verses 9-23a that there is a divine encounter.
II. THERE IS A DIVINE ENCOUNTER – 

v. 9-23a

In verses 9-16 prejudices are revealed.

A. Prejudices Are Revealed – v. 9-16

At the noon hour when Peter was growing hungry and lunch not quite ready, he decided to spend his noon prayer time up on the roof of the house.  Without microwaves and ready to eat lunchables, meals took longer to make.  I suppose peanut butter and jelly took longer.  While it was being prepared Peter went to the roof to pray.  Homes typically didn’t have a pitched roof but were flat.  There was a staircase on the exterior of the house that took them to the roof.  Some homes had an awning that stretched over a portion of the roof supported by posts at each corner.  Given the rumbling of his stomach and the awning could very well have set the stage for the scene that was about to unfold.  God put Peter in a trance and in this state of mind Peter saw a large sheet descend from heaven with all sorts of animals, reptiles and birds.  I believe that what Peter saw were only creatures that according to the Mosaic Law would have been forbidden under the dietary commands.  If it were mixed with creatures that he could eat he would have had a different response.  In this trance God specifically told Peter to get up and eat from what was offered on the sheet.  Politely Peter declined.  Peter was not being defiant to the Lord, he was just merely declining based on Jewish dietary regulations.  Many of you have offered me a cup of coffee and I have politely declined.  If I were in the same sandals as Peter that day and God brought me a cup of coffee and said here drink, I’d decline based not on religious observation, but personal preference.  This happened to Peter three times and each time the Lord told Peter not to consider unclean what God has deemed to be clean.  
These verses reveal a prejudice Peter had.  In verses 17-23 we see that the prejudices are removed.

B. Prejudices Are Removed – v. 17-23a

It was a great day around the world and especially in Germany when the Berlin Wall fell on November 9, 1989.  Since 1961 the Wall had stood as a barrier between two people groups, two ideologies.  Following the speech of then President Ronald Reagan who challenged Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to “tear down those walls” talks and demonstrations eventually brought down the wall.

Peter’s dietary prejudice was based on his understanding of the Old Testament and God was telling him to remove that prejudice.  I’m sure that rocked Peter quite a bit.  Why would God tell him to do something that was seemingly contrary to what was in the law?  Before he could get that answered verse 19 says that while he was still scratching his head in wonder over the meaning of what he saw the Spirit told him three men were coming to the door and he was to go meet them.  

Century after century, invisible bricks had been erected between the Jewish people and the rest of the world.  They had taken the command of God to come out from among them and be separate to mean that they were to have nothing to do with anyone who was not a Jew.  God had wanted them to be a light in the darkness of paganism and point men to the Messiah.  Instead they buried their light.

Peter had deep seated prejudices that were ingrained by his religion and little by little, brick by brick God was dismantling them.  

God removed the brick of nationalism so that he could see that Jesus was the Messiah who would provide spiritual deliverance from sin, not physical deliverance from political oppression.
God removed the brick of prejudice against the Samaritans when Peter saw that the Spirit who confirms and seals a believer for salvation was poured out on them too.

God removed the brick of regulatory laws that otherwise isolated him from people like Simon the tanner, who because of his occupation were considered unclean and to be avoided.

God was now removing one last brick.  Peter could have argued with God but chose not to about what God was now asking of him.  Since that day on the beach with Jesus, Peter had become a new man – a man with a vision, a man with a mission, a man with a purpose.  He was no longer the self driven man he had been, impetuous and rough.  Humility now graced this once tough sailor.  Yet, we see that in his humility, he had a boldness that could only be explained by yielding to the empowering Spirit who now controlled him.  On this afternoon, he had another decision to make, a decision to once again yield to the Spirit or go his own way.  He bent to the will of the one for whom he said he would die for.  

Peter went down and in opening the door found three Gentiles waiting on the steps.  They shared the mission that their master had given them and in so doing revealed just who he was – a man, a Gentile man seeking to know God and it had been revealed that Peter could help him find God.
Peter did the unthinkable for an orthodox Jew.  He invited them in and invited them to spend the night.  He didn’t send them on their way to the local inn down the street.  He didn’t pitch a tent on the beach and tell them to get a good night’s rest out under the stars.  He invited them in and told them to make themselves comfortable.  Another brick of prejudice was being hammered into pieces.  Only an encounter with the divine, living God can do that.

Does prejudice reside deep in your bones?  Are there those to whom you won’t speak because they’re different?  Have an encounter with the divine, with God and allow Him through the Holy Spirit to begin knocking down the wall of discrimination.  Who knows but which our prejudice will keep someone out of heaven because we’re afraid to go tell them about Christ, even though they are seeking for Him?  
Think of the Nivevites who would be eternally lost if Jonah had stood on his prejudice and never went to warn them of God’s punishment if they didn’t repent?  Just read Jonah 3 and 4 and see the deep seated prejudice he had for those people. 

How many Cornelius’s are waiting for a Peter to have their wall of prejudice broken down so they’ll go and proclaim the truth to hearts that are yearning to know the peace of God and to experience peace with God?

I can’t go talk to that person; they’ve never said anything kind about me.
I can’t go talk to that person; they’ve never been religious or wanted anything to do with God.

I can’t go talk to that person; they’re not even from this planet.

I can’t go talk to that person; they’re smarter than me or they aren’t from the same social class or we have such different tastes.

I can’t go talk to that person; they’re already active in a church.

The face of Christendom would be different if John Wesley had not gotten saved.  You might say that seems rather obvious since he started the Methodist movement.  But did you know that Wesley was already active as a preacher; had served as a missionary, belonged to the religious club of Oxford before he had a true encounter with the living Savior?  Someone was faithful in preaching the truth of God’s Word and it pricked the heart of Wesley and he was born again.
Only a divine encounter with the living God can break down the barriers of prejudice and Peter’s wall was crumbling fast.

Verses 23b-48 reveal to us divine enablement.

III. THERE IS A DIVINE ENABLEMENT – 

v. 23b-48

After a night of rest Peter, his three new Gentile friends and some of the Jewish Christians from Joppa began their two day trip to Caesarea.  In expectation of their arrival, Cornelius had filled the house with family and friends.  They were all eager to hear what this man from God would tell them.  I ask you, where is that passion to know God today?  Where is the passion to eagerly meet with others to hear a Word from God?  
I imagine there was an anxious air about the group not knowing what to expect.  Nervous chatter probably filled the room as they waited.  Minutes may have seemed like hours.  Hours may have felt like days.  Verse 25 is an important verse and a significant one in the life of Peter.  As a devout Jew he had probably never entered into the home of a Gentile.  Cornelius felt honored to have Peter’s presence and showed obeisance by bowing down in a manner of worship.  Peter was unworthy of such praise and assured him he was just an ordinary man as well, that all praise belongs to God.  Peter went inside and I’m sure was a taken aback as he saw a large crowd.  It’s sort of like being caught off guard at a surprise birthday party in your honor.  

Peter began in the most unusual manner.  Instead of welcoming them and putting everyone at ease, he began in what may be considered a very rude manner.  “You realize that as a Jew, I shouldn’t even be here.  You all are considered unclean in my book and I’m not supposed to have anything to do with you.”  That was not a way to win friends and influence people.
It would be like you inviting me into your home and right away I start commenting on how dusty the place is or mentioning the mismatched furniture or the clutter.  As Hospice chaplain I went into some very unique homes.  Some were pristine and the epitome of Home and Garden or the cover of some interior decorating magazine.  At times I went into homes where the stench of 17 cats was as thick as their fur.  A few homes were cluttered with weeks of newspapers.  One home hadn’t been vacuumed in what may have been months as food crumbs crunched under my feet.  In one home you had to watch where you put your elbow on the sofa because the person stuck his used toothpicks in the fabric of the arm.  In one home I visited, nurses spoke of having to rubber band the cuffs on their legs of pants and shirts so that cock roaches wouldn’t climb up.
Peter was going into a home that to him was unclean.  Notice his next words and chew them over for a bit.  “But God has shown me…”

Those are important words because only God can knock down the walls of prejudice.

A blight that will forever remain on the pages of our history books are the years of slavery and subsequent segregation that followed on the heels of the Emancipation Proclamation.  Segregation is the separation of different kinds of humans into racial groups in daily life.  It applies to activities such as eating at a restaurant, drinking from a water fountain, using a bathroom, attending school, going to a movie theater, swimming in a pool or even renting a home.  Though outlawed, discrimination unfortunately still exists.
The brick of personal prejudice based on race was knocked out and in verses 23b-43 we see that he was divinely enabled to proclaim the truth. 
A. He Was Enabled to Proclaim the Truth – v. 23b-43

With the empowering of the indwelling Spirit Peter began to relate a brief history of the ministry and mission of Jesus who came to seek and save the lost.  He explained that Jesus had to come and then die for mankind because of sin and He did so at the hands of jealous Jewish leaders by means of the cruelty of the cross Cornelius would have been very familiar with as a Roman soldier.  It’s likely he had even witnessed this form of torturous death.  
In 1 Corinthians 1:18 Paul would exclaim that “the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”

Folks, the cross was necessary.  I want to read a quote about a very disturbing trend that is occurring today in churches all across America.  Pastor Steven Lawson writes “In a strange twist, the preaching of the cross is now foolishness, not only to the world but also the contemporary church.”  
Without the cross the church will merely be adrift on the sea of philosophy reducing our faith to that of any other religion in the world.  Chuck Swindoll in his latest book The Awakening Church adds this very poignant statement: “The contemporary church offers very little by way of nourishment to hungry worshippers.  So it should be no surprise that there is a famine in the land…Pressure to produce bottom line results has led many ministries to sacrifice the centrality of biblical preaching on the altar of man-centered pragmatism…Exposition is being replaced with entertainment, preaching with performances, doctrine with drama, and theology with theatrics…One of the most devastating causes of erosion in the church has been the drift of pastors from the bold proclamation of God’s Word.”
Cornelius may have never found the truth about God he sought if he attended a service in many postmodern churches today.  Peter asked why they had called him.  The answer was to hear from him what God had put on his heart.  They were hungry to know God, not some pop psychology that would help them feel good because they did good deeds.  They didn’t want to hear that their religious efforts were commendable; they needed to hear that they were sinners and would die in sin forever separated from God if they didn’t repent and trust Christ for salvation.

Dear friends, how dare I deviate from the Scriptures and dilute the message of the cross and the hope of the resurrection.  What good is it if you go away feeling good about yourself from a message that has glossed over the obvious, but your soul is still lost and bound for hell?  Peter gave them what they needed to hear, not what he wanted them to hear.  He wasn’t concerned about marketing methods or statistics that said if you want to draw big crowds tone down the message.  He got to the heart of the matter.  He didn’t allow his earlier prejudice to alter the message.  They needed to hear they were sinners and needed a Savior.  They needed to hear about the cross and the resurrection.  In essence he was telling them that the way to God was the same for them as it was for him: “everyone who believes in Him (Christ) receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” (v. 43)
Acts 4:12 “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
John 3:17 “God didn’t send His Son into the world to condemn the world but that the world through Him might be saved.”

Acts 2:21 “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Peter had divine enablement to proclaim the truth.

Peter had divine enablement to perceive the truth.

B. He Was Enabled to Perceive the Truth – 

v. 44-48

Right in the middle of his delivery, there was a real sermon stopper.  Not babies crying or cell phones ringing.  No fire erupted causing people to flee the building.  Scripture simply states that right in the middle of the message they had all believed what Peter was preaching and the Holy Spirit came on them.  It was an effective end to the sermon.  
Peter could not deny that God was working in the lives of Gentiles as evidenced by their receiving the Holy Spirit just as he had, just as the believers did on the day of Pentecost, just as the Samaritans did.  He could now more clearly understand the vision he had earlier.  This was the day of Pentecost for the Gentiles and Peter had willingly been used by God to help open up that door.  They didn’t need to wait for the end of the message and the closing prayer.  They believed and as an outward demonstration they were baptized.  Right now if for the first time your spiritual eyes are open to see Jesus as the only way for eternal life and you believe in your heart and confess that God is right about your sin, you’ll be saved.  Don’t wait to trust Christ for salvation.  
If you’re a Cornelius hungering to know God personally place your faith in Christ today.  Today you can have a personal experience with the living Savior.
If you are a Peter be empowered and enabled by the indwelling Spirit of God to get up and go to those like Cornelius who are hungry to know Him.  Don’t let your personal prejudices keep you from proclaiming the truth that will otherwise keep someone from being eternally separated from God.  

Peter would understand what Paul would write later that “all things work together for good to them who love God and are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)
Peter was a man willing to take an adventure.  Leaving the comforts of what he knew he followed God and great things are about to be unleashed in the church because he did.

There was a divine experience.

There was a divine encounter.

There was a divine enablement.

There is a great adventure waiting outside your door when you follow the Lord.  Like Peter, will you go?  
Like Cornelius, will you believe?

