2
Fellowship Bible Church 5/9/2010 Pastor Howie Wideman

A Mother’s Defiance, A Nation’s Deliverance
Exodus 2:1-10

How would you describe your Mother?  How would you say she has shaped you?  What kind of wisdom has she given?  Have you ever sometimes wondered if Mom came from another planet of superheroes?  I could be wrong but I think that they have super human hearing to hear the quietest conversation and x-ray vision to see us trying to sneak around.  They’re three rooms away and you’re trying to sneak something out of the refrigerator just before dinner.  “Don’t you eat that, you’ll spoil your dinner.”

And they seem to know when you make a face behind their back and they’ll say something like “wipe that look off your face or I’ll wipe it off for you.”  Or, “keep doing that and your face will freeze.”  Or, “I brought you into the world, and I can take you out.”
I think Mother’s are also endowed with supersonic speed.  Last year when we were flying home from our trip to Texas, in an effort to get the wiggles out before the long flight David was running around the all but vacant airport terminal in Lubbock when he headed to the exit door that would have taken him out past the security entrance.  Robyn caught him by the coat collar as the door was closing.
What mother isn’t adventurous?  They enter into worlds of make believe castles and pirate ships, sip dainty cups of tea, and scour the back yard looking for worms.  They brave untold perilous journeys.
Some may climb Mt. Everest, 

In search of thrills galore,

But I scale peaks that rival it, 

Just past the laundry door;

Slopes of socks and underwear,

Sheer cliffs of shirts and pants,
Oh, yes, I live in mortal fear of a laundry avalanche.

No one can deny the wisdom of Mothers.

Maybe you have heard some of these pithy remarks coming from the lips and quips of the one we affectionately call mother. 
“Don’t get smart with me!”

“Just wait until your father gets home.”  

“If you break your leg, don’t come running to me.”
“You ARE going to have fun.”
“Where’s my change?”
“That’s the last time I’m going to tell you.”

“Be careful or you’ll put your eye out.”

“What if everyone jumped off a cliff?  Would you do it, too?”

“You have enough dirt behind those ears to grow potatoes.”

“Close that door!  Were you born in a barn?”

“Don’t put that in your mouth; you don’t know where it’s been!”

“If you don’t eat those, you’ll stunt your growth.”

“It doesn’t matter what you accomplish, I’ll always be proud of you.”

“This is why we can’t have nice things.”

“Yes, I ‘AM’ the boss of you.”

“I slave for hours over a hot stove and this is the thanks I get?!”

“Bored!  How can you be bored?  I was never bored at your age.”  (Recently David told Robyn he was bored.  She asked him what that meant and he said it’s when you’re realllllllyyy tired.)

And the classic…“Because I’m your mother, that’s why.”

In her wisdom here are some things you will never probably hear your Mother say.

“How on earth can you see the TV sitting so far back?”

“Yeah, I used to skip school a lot, too.”
“Just leave all the lights on…it makes the house look more cheery.”

“Let me smell that shirt – Yeah, it’s good for another week.”

“Go ahead and keep the stray dog, honey.  I’ll be glad to feed and walk him every day for you.”

“Well, if Johnny’s mom says it’s OK, then that’s good enough for me.”
“The curfew is just a general time to shoot for.  It’s not like I’m running a prison around here.”

“I don’t have a tissue with me, just use your sleeve.”

“Don’t bother wearing a jacket, the wind-chill is bound to improve.”

Two little boys, ages 4 and 6, proudly presented their mother with a houseplant on Mother’s day.  She was deeply touched that they had spent their own money to purchase the gift.  The older of the two, though, had somewhat of a sad face when he explained that there was another pretty bouquet they wanted to get but was too expensive.  They thought it would be perfect for her since she was always asking for a little peace and quiet.  The ribbon said “rest in peace.”

Well, what memories do you have of your mother both in wisdom given and adventures shared?  Proverbs encourages us to rise up and bless her for all that she has done for us: ironing pants, washing our favorite shirt, fixing our favorite meal, learning the rules of sporting events, playing the other Wii remote control when defeating the bad guys in a video game, doing chores later to push the swing, always praising the littlest achievements.
She wholly embodies the fruit of the Spirit, sometimes more than others, but she always seems to display love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

She forgives easily and readily pours out equal measures of grace and mercy.  

In thinking about Mother’s and this special day that we set aside annually to honor them, I was drawn to a rather obscure mother found in the Old Testament.  We know her son well.  It seems to me that many a mother chooses to elevate those of her family above herself as she remains in the shadows of obscurity, away from the spotlight of prestige.  That is the case with the subject of our passage today.  Please turn with me in your Bibles to the book of Exodus, chapter 2.

If you have grown up in the church, regardless of denomination you have more than likely heard this story, and if you’ve heard it once you’ve heard it a dozen times.  It’s the familiar story of the birth of Moses.  Often our focus is on that key figure in the story of Israel’s miraculous deliverance to the neglect of his parents.
Someone has correctly stated that behind every good man is a good woman and that certainly is the case here.  Moses is the central human figure in the liberation of the Israelites from Egyptian oppression.  After fleeing from Egypt for murdering an Egyptian for doing harm to an Israelite he sought to begin a new life and a fresh start somewhere away from the land he had known for years.  He was content with a quiet patch of pasture land raising a family in the region of Midian.  For 40 years he had lived in the lap of luxury, having every whim met by others who were trained to attend to his every need.  He was educated by the finest tutors and groomed to be the next Pharaoh should the reigning Pharaoh not have any sons.  All that came to a sudden halt when he fled the land for his murderous act.  He would spend another 40 years living an entirely different life, a life of relative obscurity, away from the lime light, having to eke out his own existence.  He had moved from the pleasures of the palace to the peace and quiet of pasture land.  But everything that Moses was, had been shaped by his mother.  She isn’t even mentioned by name in this passage but we come to find out later in Scripture that her name is Jochabed.
This passage reveals to us three things about mothers seen in Jochabed.

A mother builds on a solid foundation

A mother bears a strong family

A mother believes in saving faith

I. A MOTHER BUILDS ON A SOLID FOUNDATION – v. 1

Webster’s dictionary defines a foundation as the base on which something rests; it also describes it as the fundamental principle on which something is founded.  Jochabed had both: a strong family history and sound principles of faith that guided her. The right materials must be used to build the right foundation when erecting a building.  Skimp on the foundation and the rest of the building will be affected.  Cheap materials weaken the entire structure and eventually result in collapse.   So it is in life.  
The foundation of our country is the Constitution.  It is the document we go back to time and again in order to stay rooted and grounded in the intent of our founding fathers.  The Bible is that document we as Christians use as our foundation.

Notice the kind of solid foundation that was laid for her on which she built her family.  “Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman.”

When we next see Moses again as he prepares to be God’s deliverer, he was the man he was because of the foundation that was laid for him.  It began with his mother, but then, it came from her mother and her mother before her and so on.

Some 400 years earlier a band of 70 family members was led to Egypt.  A lengthy famine had brought this family to seek assistance from the director of the land where they had heard there was food.  You may remember how a son of Jacob had ended up in Egypt due to the scheming jealousy of his other brothers.  Unbeknown to them and his father Joseph had been elevated to a position of authority in Egypt.  After disclosing himself to them and assuring their safety Joseph invited them to live in Egypt where their needs would be met.  The entire family of 70 traveled there to live.  

Joseph’s great grandfather, Abraham, had passed on a very special promise God had made that from him a great nation would spring up and that they would be given a land of their own to someday possess.  He passed on that promise to Isaac and then to Jacob.  Jacob passed it on to his 12 sons of whom Joseph was one  and then to their children and their children’s children.  This is the legacy or promise that the people of Israel had been taught for 400 years.  They were taught to believe God to keep His promises no matter what.  
Each test was greater than the previous one.  Here they were 400 years later in bondage.  By all accounts, they had become a great people in number, would they believe God that they would become a great nation or were they convinced they would remain in subjection?
I’m convinced Moses’ mother believed in God’s promise because she had been taught to trust God.  

The foundation you lay is the foundation on which your children will build on as they embark out into their own journey.  On what kind of foundation are you building for them?  

Teach them by your example to trust God no matter what.  Give them evidence from your own life of examples where you trusted God and He answered in a mighty way.

Teach them by your example to give thanks in all circumstances even when logically the circumstance makes no sense.  
Teach them by your example the importance of building a foundation on the principles of God’s Word and how by obediently adhering to its teachings will always be the right decision.  Teach them that the more they follow the principles of God’s Word the fewer things they will have to regret at the end of life, that they won’t have to live with the consequences of wrong decisions.

Teach them by your example to pray fervently to a God who loves them and wants them to understand He has their very best interest at heart.

Teach them by your example of building the character or nature of God into their life.

Lay a solid foundation with the right kind of spiritual materials so that their lives will stand when the storms of life attempt to dash them to pieces.
“Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman.”

I want to mention something else about the kind of foundation that was laid for her and by her.  She married within the faith.  She was a Levite woman who married a Levite man.  We don’t know what kind of temptations there were around her to potentially marry outside the nation or people of Israel, but I have to believe it existed.  She chose to remain faithful to her foundation and to marry a man who had the same faith background as she did.

Mother’s who still have children at home, teach them how important it is to marry someone who also has the same faith in the Lord as they hold to.  It’s not only important the Bible tells us not to be unequally yoked with a non-believer.  A Christian is not to marry a non-Christian.  Scripture will ask this rhetorical question.  “What does light and darkness have in common?”   
Teach them from the example of a solid foundation.  Some of you are first generation believers.  You are building an important foundation for your children.  Use the right materials.
Notice secondly in verse 2a that a mother bears a strong family.
II. A MOTHER BEARS A STRONG FAMILY – v. 2a

“and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son.”

In just a few verses we will see that Moses had an older sister.  We find out in Numbers 26:59 that Jochabed had three children – Miriam, Aaron and Moses.
For a moment think about the kind of legacy Jochabed left not just within her own tribe of people but for the whole nation of Israel as they embarked on a new journey in the early development of their young nation as it was birthed from the pains of subjection in Egypt.  Again keep in mind the relative obscurity of their parents who aren’t even named in this passage, yet think about the leaders their children became because of their godly mother
Haley’s Bible Handbook has this to say about Moses: “What a mother!  She so thoroughly instilled the traditions of his (Moses’) people in him in childhood that all the splendor and temptations of the heathen palace never eradicated those early impressions.  He had the finest education Egypt could offer, but it did not turn his head or cause him to lose his childhood faith.”

He has been described as the greatest Hebrew leader born at a time when the king of Egypt sought to eradicate the Israel population through infanticide of any male child born.  He was a historian, orator, leader, statesman, legislator and patriot.  His greatest accomplishment is in being deemed the friend of God.  It’s greater than being the wealthiest man ever, greater than being the most gifted leader, greater than being the strongest or most eloquent.  He was the friend of God.  He learned early on to love and follow God from a godly mother.

She knew she only had a few short years to instill a heart to know God and to trust Him with all his heart.  I imagine that every waking minute she had with him, she taught him through her words and through her example what it was to trust in the God of their fathers – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and to believe in the promises of God for a better land.  In his first 40 years he thought he was somebody.  In the next 40 years he thought he was nobody.  But in the last 40 years he learned that God can take a nobody and make him into a somebody for the glory of God.  But he had to learn to trust God.  Because of what he learned early on through his mother, he became the man whom God could speak to face to face.
Hebrews 11 speaks of the kind of man he became when he broke from the world to follow wholly after God.  He turned his back on the enticement of the world and all that it could offer to be identified with God and His people.  It became for him a mark of faith.

The legacy of Jochabed, that unsung mother of antiquity, did not rest solely in Moses, because we also note from Scripture the kind of people Miriam and Aaron became as well.

Aaron we would meet in chapter 4.  He would become spokesman with Moses on behalf of the Israelites.  Aaron would be granted the position of becoming the first High Priest and thereafter his descendents were given that position.  He was an eloquent speaker, chosen by God to be the spokesman and prophet for Moses.  It would be his role and the role of those who followed in his footsteps to lead the people of Israel in worship of the one true God.  As Moses was a type of Christ in deliverance of the people from bondage, so Aaron would be a type of Christ through the priesthood.
We know so little of their upbringing but how their mother must have taught them to worship the unseen God of heaven and earth.

Are you instilling in your family a wholesome worship of the living God?  Are you preparing your family to meet with God?

Miriam, the oldest sibling, would be called a prophetess and after the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea would lead the women in a song of jubilation about the power and faithfulness of God.
Theirs was a strong family born on the legacy of a godly mother who taught them about the character of God.  She taught them the difference between character and credentials.  It’s not in who you are by your own power or prestige or position, but who you are through your character that matters.
All they became as leaders in Israel was due to the instructions of their mother who encouraged the development of their character over credentials.  Exalt yourself and you will become humbled.  Humble yourself and God will exalt you.  

Credentials may be the talk of the town in terms of where you’ve been and what you’ve done, but they will quickly be forgotten.  Credentials cannot be passed on.  I can hope that David enjoys sports as much as I did, but I can’t pass on the credentials of High School MVP in cross country or holding the school record in the Distance Medley relay or an MA in management.  He has to earn them himself.

But I can pass on the qualities of character.
Character is transferrable.  It is the legacy you leave with your children to pass on to their children because you got it from those who came before you.  Character is your reflection of God’s traits in you that says something about Him to others that you want them to emulate.  Joe Stowell notes that “character is magnetic and motivating.”  Credentials won’t get you through a crisis, but character will.  Credentials won’t matter on the day you stand before God, but character will.

What kind of character are you instilling in your family?  Are you a credible influencer?

Jochabed taught her family well what it was to worship and follow God.  She built a strong family on faith in God.  They in turn modeled it to a whole nation and became leaders, chosen by God.  You never know where your children will go in life, are you preparing them to meet whatever challenges come their way?
A mother builds on a solid foundation.

A mother bears a strong family.

A mother believes in a saving faith.

III. A MOTHER BELIEVES IN A SAVING FAITH – v. 2b-10

There are those that suggest that God gave a special vision to Jochabed so that she became aware Moses would be some special leader.  We don’t read any of that in Scripture.  I believe though that God placed something beyond the special love of a mother for her child so that she would first and foremost obey God.  Remember that in chapter one, Pharaoh had given an edict that all the baby boys born were to be killed.  I wonder when the news was announced that she had a son and knowing the kings edict if she was initially gripped with fear or did she automatically have faith in God?  

Jochabed defied that edict and kept her baby alive.  We aren’t told if any other new mothers obeyed the law of the land out of fear for their own lives and tossed their child in the Nile River, but we know of one who did not.  Agreeing with the decision was her husband.  They consulted and consented to the plan – hide the baby as long as possible.  After three months it became impossible so they devised another plan – make a little basket out of reeds, seal it tight so it floats and then take him down to the river.  Seems like a rather absurd and bazaar plan.  
Let me remind you of a chorus we sing that speaks of her faith to trust God.
God will make a way where there seems to be no way.

He works in ways we cannot see;

He will make a way for me.

He will be my guide,

Hold me closely to His side.

With love and strength for each new day;

He will make a way,

He will make a way.

When you walk by faith and you are trusting God trust that God will make a way when no other way seems possible.  Even when God’s way seems impossible or even a little crazy, trust Him.  That’s what Jochabed did.  She made a little basket, put the baby in it and put it down in the river.

Now I want you to notice the things she had to trust God for in order to save the life of her baby.  

She had to trust God when she hid the baby that he wouldn’t be found out.

She had to trust God that the basket would float.

She had to trust God that crocodiles wouldn’t snag it thinking it was a picnic basket ready to be pilfered or that Moses might somehow tip the basket over and drown.

She had to trust God that someone, and someone important would find the basket.

She had to trust God that when someone found the basket they wouldn’t just tip the basket over and kill the baby.

She had to trust God that it wouldn’t be reported to Pharaoh.

She had to trust God that the person who found the baby would adopt him.
Maybe they knew that at a certain time and a certain spot the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash.  I think Jochabed was a rather clever and resourceful person, not someone given to chance.  She probably knew as tradition holds that Pharaoh’s daughter was childless and she certainly knew that if the child was to have a chance at staying alive who better to do that than the kings own daughter.  Any other resident of Egypt would certainly be forced to give up the child in obedience to the king’s edict.

Four women defied Pharaoh’s edict: 2 midwives, Jochabed and Pharaoh’s own daughter.

Miracle of miracles Jochabed’s faith was rewarded.  How do we know she had saving faith?  Hebrews 11:1 tells us that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses who journeyed this life by faith in God for a salvation that would save them through the coming Messiah.  We see among that great cloud of witnesses in verse 23 the parents of Moses listed indicating that their faith put them in the list of faith’s hall of fame.  Verse 6 makes a very important point about faith.  “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he that comes to God must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who diligently seek Him.”

For Jochabed’s faith to be rewarded as it was she had to believe in God, she had to seek Him. Mother’s, what kind of saving faith are you passing on to your family?  Is it a faith in God for the unknown and unseen events?  Are you teaching through your example that God exists and He rewards faith, saving faith?  Jochabed believed that God could protect her child not just in the immediate but for the future as well.  

Pharaoh’s daughter found the basket and was instantly moved from curiosity to compassion.  She bonded with the baby and offered to pay for his care until he was old enough to join her in the palace. 

But there is one more thing we see that Jochabed had to trust God for, had to have faith in.  She had to trust God that once Moses left her care for the courts of Pharaoh he would remain faithful in what she had taught him.  He would be going into a pagan society surrounded by all the pleasures of man.  He would be taught about the pagan deities they served.  Would he remain faithful?  From the wisdom of King Solomon in Proverbs 22:6 we read that we should “train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”  Jochabed had faithfully raised him.
It seems like we have our children for only a few fleeting years and then they are off to tackle the world.  How well have we trained them?  We trust God that what we have taught them will keep them through the years of secular college that so often blatantly opposes and ridicules our faith, so often teaches our children to trust themselves rather than to trust in God.  They find work and live in a culture that teaches them to depend on themselves, look out for number one, to get ahead you have to knock a few heads along the way.  They live in a culture that increasingly is advocating many ways to heaven, many ways to find God.  Don’t fail to teach them about trusting God, about faith in God.  Teach them that there is only one way to God and that is through Jesus Christ.  We never know how much time we will have so make every minute count.
Mothers, though often times you may appear to be obscure, know how very important your life is in building on a solid foundation, bearing a strong family, and believing in a saving faith.  Set an example for your family to follow.  See to it that they are taught about God from the source of truth about God – the Bible.  The Gaither Vocal Band sings about passin’ the faith along to another.  My prayer is that your desire is to pass your faith on.
You don’t have to be a mother to build on a solid foundation or to bear a strong family or to believe in a saving faith.  I hope and pray that each of us will consider the lessons from the life of one of the great heroes of faith.  Jochabed is an example for all of us to follow.  She started with a faith that had been passed on to her and built on that and then passed it on to her family.  Do you have that kind of faith?  Would you like to be a Jochabed?  Will you commit to building your family as a family of faith?

An 11 year old girl was asked about the best advice she had received from her Mother.  She said her mother told her not to worry about boys until she finished her education and she should put God first in everything she did.  That’s good advice.  
The defiance of Jochabed to ignore the edict of a king led to the deliverance of a nation.  Who knows what your children will grow up to become?  Give them the right foundation of faith and watch God use them mightily.  Go ahead and pass it on.  In the eyes of God their character will take them much further than any credentials.
