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The Sayings of Jesus from the Cross

I Corinthians 15:3-4, 17
A survey of 1,005 people from diverse backgrounds was conducted several weeks ago by the Barna research group.  They noted the obvious that  America is becoming more religiously diverse.  This particular survey explored American’s definition of the Easter holiday both in describing Easter and what it means to them personally.  The good news is that most Americans surveyed consider Easter to be a religious holiday.  The bad news is that fewer identify it with the resurrection of Jesus.  

Two out of three people indicate that Easter has some type of theistic religious element.  Common responses included such things as considering it a Christian holiday, a celebration of God or Jesus, a celebration of Passover, a holy day, or a special time for church or worship attendance.

With that said, only 42% stated that Easter was about the resurrection of Christ.  Only 1 out of 50 adults claim Easter to be the most important holiday of the Christian faith.
2% claim Easter to be the birth of Christ

2% indicate it is the rebirth of Jesus.

1% state it is about the second coming of Jesus

3% describe Easter as a celebration of spring or a pagan holiday

On the non-religious side

13% weren’t sure how to describe Easter

8% said the holiday meant nothing to them and don’t celebrate the occasion

4% noted it as a time to get together with friends

3% celebrate it as spring break

2% believe it is a symbol of new beginnings, rebirth and renewal

2% believe it is a time to color eggs

2% state it is an event for children to have fun

1% say it’s about the Easter Bunny

1% believe it’s an over commercialized event

1% claim it to be an opportunity to enjoy food and candy

If you were asked those questions about your beliefs around Easter what would your responses be?  What does Easter mean to you?
There is a lot of confusion to be sure regarding the celebration of Easter, even among those who claim to be born again Christians.  Listen to what Scripture has to say about why Easter and the resurrection of Christ is the most important day for Christians.  Paul writes this summary of the gospel, “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures…And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.”  (I Corinthians 15:3-4, 17)
Let’s take a journey back to the events of the day Jesus was crucified and specifically look at the words Jesus uttered on the cross that day almost 2,000 years ago.  
The world has been steeped in sin.  Spiritual darkness has blinded the eyes of humanity with only a handful of people seeing the light of salvation appearing to break them free from the bondage of sin.  Human depravity and demonic activity have mingled for centuries burdening the heart with guilt and hopelessness.  An unseen spiritual warfare has been ensuing between heavenly forces and hell’s fury.  It’s a battle for the very soul of humanity.  Onto the canvas of time walks the creator, taking on the flesh and humanity of man.  Taking on in every respect humanity, with one exception – He is sinless.  Still God, but very much man, He is the God-Man, Jesus Christ.  Luke 19:10 reveals the purpose for His coming.  It is to “seek and save the lost.”  The Old Testament spoke about the coming of a promised one, a Redeemer, a Messiah who would deliver man not only from the guilt of sin, but the very power of sin.  His coming was not only foretold by various writers from the Psalms to the Prophets, but it was also captured in the very sacrificial system enacted by God for His people to observe.  These sacrifices had to be pure, symbolizing the purity and sinlessness of the One who would come and take on the sin of all of us.  Jesus was the One Peter spoke of who was the blameless, sinless lamb who shed His blood that bought us from sin’s slave market.
His death reveals a divine compassion that we otherwise would never know as well as a divine wrath that we will never experience for our faith.  Had Jesus not come and died we would never have known how much God loved us.  Had He not died we have all known His wrath for the sins we have committed.  The feeling or expression or emotion of love felt by one for another must in some way be demonstrated, revealed, acted on.  God showed us how much He loved us by sending His Son to die in our place.  He took the penalty we deserved and so gave to us the gift we don’t deserve.

Think for a moment about the One whose words brought life to the world.  He spoke and the worlds were created.  He would speak again and breathe new life for those who would believe by faith in Him and what He did on the cross.  What did Jesus say on the cross that could bring us comfort.
I. THERE IS A WORD OF FORGIVENESS

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  Luke 23:34
Whether there is anyone else around Him who hears these words is inconsequential.  What is important is that the Father hears them.  But these words were intended for the soldiers.  The soldiers were used to their victims crying out in pain because of all the torture leading up to the crucifixion.  They had heard profanity ooze out freely from the lips of the crucified.  I’m sure to the last moment they were lashed to the beams, their victims writhed in anger hoping in some way to free themselves from the grip of death just a little longer and so they probably struggled.  Perhaps in a last attempt at expressing their contempt for the soldiers the criminals would spit in the face of the soldiers – defiant to the last.  Pain only exacerbated their anger.  Maybe the soldiers only half heard these words because they had learned to tune it all out.  To them it was just another  job.
These hardened soldiers had heard a lot during the death ritual of crucifixion, but never had they witnessed anything like this third accused victim.  His actions were not antagonistic.  His words were not vulgar or filled with anger or contempt.  They were words of love, affirmation, forgiveness, grace.  You wonder if His demeanor gave them pause to consider why He should be condemned.  There was something unique not only about this person, but about what He said.  “Father, forgive them because they don’t know what they are doing.”  
I’m sure these soldiers had never heard that before from any condemned criminal.
He didn’t mean that they were inexperienced at the job and were bungling it up.  That’s not what Jesus meant in this request for forgiveness.

Have you ever been the victim of a ruthless attack?  How about the victim of someone at work whose sole purpose is to derail you, to antagonize you, to discredit you?

There’s Stephen in the book of Acts being pelted with rocks by an angry mob.  Before being rendered unconscious and then breathing his last he spoke, “Lord, don’t hold this sin against them.”

Sound familiar?
“Forgive them, Father, they don’t know what they’re doing.”  His forgiveness extended even to those who beat Him so mercilessly.  His was a prayer to the only one who can extend forgiveness.  His was a prayer to the only one who could remove our sins as far as the east is from the west.  His was a prayer to the only one who remembers our sins no more.  His was a prayer that was all inclusive.  Yes, it was for the soldiers but it was for us as well,  Any one of us could have worn the uniform.  All have sinned but all have the opportunity to experience the rich forgiveness of God on account of Christ.
To these as He does for all, He offers forgiveness.  Forgiveness is a word that denotes a dismissal or release from actions done by another.  Now along with forgiveness there must also be repentance.  We are just as equally guilty of divine judgment by the Father, and yet Jesus’ words penetrate throughout all history – “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.”  In order for us to experience the full benefit of God’s forgiveness, we must repent.  It should be comforting to know that Jesus’ words offer us the opportunity of forgiveness.  It is an intercessory prayer for us who stand guilty that if we repent God would forgive us our sins also.  John makes it very clear that if we repent of our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive us of our sin and cleanse us from all evil.  It doesn’t matter what we have done.  It will be forgiven.
We are all in need of forgiveness.  Jesus asked and the Father will.  As an example of forgiveness granted, we see next that Jesus offers a word of hope, a word of salvation.

II. THERE IS A WORD OF HOPE

“I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in paradise.”  Luke 23:43
Here is a review of the scene.  Two other criminals, thieves, were being crucified along with Jesus.  Matthew records that along with the crowd, they too were hurling insults at Jesus as they hung there together.  It’s like picking up a rock and throwing it just as hard as you can.  With it, you hope to inflict as much damage as possible.  At some point in the dying process, one of the men began to take a good hard look at his life and the prospect of where he was about to spend eternity.  He began to listen to the insults of the others and couldn’t put 2 and 2 together.  They didn’t add up with how this person appeared to them.  Something wasn’t right.  This other accused person was so much different than anyone He had known and even now hanging there He was different.  Maybe what they were mocking Him for was actually true.  Could He really be the Son of God?  God was working in his heart.
Even in death Jesus had the power to forgive sins.  Maybe you remember that on one occasion (Mark 2:1-12) when Jesus was visiting Capernaum a crowd had gathered around the home where He was staying.  So many people had gathered there was no room inside the house.  There wasn’t even any room around the door to get in.  During His time of teaching some men came up the walk to the house carrying a stretcher.  There was such a large crowd they couldn’t even get in to see Jesus.  
Creatively they climbed up on the roof, which would have been flat in that time period and began chopping a hole in the roof.  When the hole was big enough, they lowered the paralyzed man on his mat down in front of Jesus.  When He saw their faith He told the man that his sins had been forgiven him.  The religious leaders became indignant and retorted that only God can forgive sins.  In a sense they were saying who does this guy think He is that He can forgive sins?  Only God can do that and this guy is not God.  He knew their spirit and asked if it was easier to tell this man his sins were forgiven or tell him to get up and walk?  To show them that He had authority to forgive sins and that He had power over the physical He told the man to get up and walk.
The man who hung next to Jesus on the cross realized that Jesus was his only hope beyond this world.  His word of repentance was “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.”  He was saying he believed Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah.  
This was a time of conviction and a time of confession for the robber.  Jesus had made quite an impression on this criminal and he wanted forgiveness.  No, he needed forgiveness.  That day this man’s simple faith saved him.  He believed Jesus to be the Messiah and wanted to be a part of His heavenly kingdom.

The man asked Jesus to remember him in the hopes that someday he would be given a place in this coming kingdom.  Jesus’ response in effect said he wouldn’t have to wait for someday, he would be with Jesus that day.  To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.  The Greek structure makes it a done deal, as if it’s already happened.

The newly converted man wasn’t going to have to wait.  He wasn’t going to have to wonder.  Just as Jesus could guarantee that the man’s sins would be forgiven, He could guarantee a home in heaven.  The promise is that if you have the Son, you have life, and if you don’t have the Son, you don’t have life.  Those verses in I John 5:11-13 are depicted in this scene on Calvary’s hill.  One man chose life because he chose the Son.  Though given the same opportunity, the other man did not choose life.  To his very last breath he chose to ignore the free gift of salvation offered to him that day.

One chose to repent.  One chose to resist.

One chose hope.  One chose hopelessness.

One chose to be saved.  One chose to sneer.

One chose heaven.  One chose hell.

One chose Christ.  One chose condemnation.

One chose eternal life.  One chose eternal loss.

Where are you today?  Jesus is offering you the opportunity to choose life if you have not.  The offer isn’t available after you take your last breath.  In Jesus’ words there is forgiveness, there is hope.
Jesus next offers a word of affection.  

III. THERE IS A WORD OF AFFECTION

David will often be talking and he’ll say “Um, Dad, I have a question.”  “What is it David?”  “I love you.”

“Near the cross of Jesus stood His mother, His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw His mother there, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, ‘Dear woman, here is your son,’ and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’  From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.” John 19:25-27

Jesus went through intense and excruciating pain as He suffered on the cross, yet His thoughts were about others.  We saw this in His intercession for those who put Him on the cross.  We saw it as He offered the hope of eternal life to one of the thieves being crucified with Him.  Here His attention is toward His mother.  At this point Mary is the only one of the family we know of who had faith in Jesus as the Messiah.  His other brothers and sisters did not yet believe.  We aren’t even sure if they are in Jerusalem for the Passover.  Maybe they were.  

Except for some other women and John, she is alone.  The others are no doubt attempting to console her for the grief she must have felt for her Son, condemned to die a criminal’s death.  How her heart must have ached for her Son, longing perhaps to touch Him and to care for His wounds, to ease His pain.  We can only surmise that the guards were ordered to keep any observers from approaching the tool of torture, of getting too close to the condemned.       It must have been an emotionally depressing time – to stand there feeling helpless and alone.

In His agony Jesus looked down at those who were near Him to the end.  Taking a look at His mother, the one on whose knee He played growing up, the one who sang Him lullaby’s, the one on this earth to whom He submitted and honored and obeyed.  His concern was for her well being.  Oh, His brothers could take care of her for sure, but I think Jesus had more in mind in asking John to care for her.  I think Jesus was also concerned about her spiritual care.  Jesus, referring to John, told his mother – this is your son, he’ll watch after you now.  To John, Jesus spoke of Mary as his mother.  From that point on John took full responsibility for her care.  Tradition even suggests that when John was banished to the Isle of Patmos that Mary was there with him.
Jesus loved His mother and knew in John He would have one who would take seriously the responsibility of her well being.

Jesus loves each of us.  Jesus was always about looking out for others.  That’s why He went to the cross, because He’s concerned about your eternal wellbeing.  As believers He has not left us alone but has given us the Holy Spirit to care for us, to be alongside us.  

Jesus has such affection for you.  

Next, Jesus would speak a word of judgment.

IV. THERE IS A WORD OF JUDGMENT

“About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani?’ – which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” Matthew 27:46

His words depict the agony of His soul as He now experiences something He never before experienced – abandonment, rejection, separation from the One with whom He had shared intimate fellowship.  It was not a cry of confusion, but rather a cry of one who had from eternity past to this point in His existence had been sinless.  Now He knew sin because He became sin for us.  He took on Himself our sin.  Because of taking on our sin, His Father had to turn away.

To forsake literally means to leave.  This does not imply in any way that Jesus for one minute ceased to be God while all the sins of the world were piled on Him.  He was still in nature and character God, but the Father had to turn His back on the Son because He took on all of the world’s sins and Jesus was in anguish over it.  
Psalm 32:1-7

In essence the Psalmist is indicating that when a man knows his sins are forgiven he’s a happy camper.  He feels good all over, inside and out.  But, when sins are unconfessed they weigh heavily on that soul, and strength is sapped, you feel lousy.
Think about the weight of the burden of all sin that Jesus took on Himself.  Isaiah says He has taken on the sins of all of us – every last person, every last sin.  He never said I’ll take that one and that one and that one, but not that one or that one and definitely not that one.  Jesus never said He wouldn’t forgive some but not others.  He took them all and He felt the emptiness of separation from the Father as God’s wrath was poured out on His Son for all sin.  Those who have placed their faith in Christ for salvation in taking away our sin on the cross never have to feel or fear separation from God, because Jesus did it for us.  Jesus took the judgment for our sin.  If you’re saved and you know it say AMEN.

V. THERE IS A WORD OF LONGING
 “Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, ‘I am thirsty.’ John 19:28
It was a simple request.  It fulfilled the Scriptures of Psalm 22:15 and 69:21.  Jesus was human.  He was in pain.  He was thirsty.  The one who at creation separated the waters above from the waters below, who made the seas to be separate from the land, who took pitchers of ordinary water and turned them to wine for a wedding banquet was now speaking about His own thirst.
I get done with a run, I’m thirsty.

I eat potato chips and I’m thirsty.

I finish mowing and I’m thirsty.

I talk too much and I’m thirsty.

We all experience it and Jesus was no different.

Mixed with water, they offer Him a little vinegar to clear His throat.  It must have been bitter tasting, but then, so was the cross, so were His beatings, so was the sin He bore, so was the separation from the Father.  He had a word of longing, a word expressing need, a word describing His humanity – “I thirst.”  Do you thirst for God to fill you?
Bu then there is a word of victory.

VI. THERE IS A WORD OF VICTORY

“When He had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’”  John 19:30
It’s a word indicating that something has come to an end, to completion.  Nothing else with respect to that thing needs to be done.  Nothing else needs to be added.  It is complete. 
Jesus’ words are a shout of triumph.  This weekend March Madness will end.  A new college basketball champion will be crowned.  The season will end at the sound of the final buzzer and the winner will not have to play another game, shoot another basket.  It will be done, over, finished, complete.

He wasn’t saying to the guard who hoisted up the sponge filled with vinegar that He was done, thank you very much, but that His work of bearing the sins of the world was ended.  Nothing else would be necessary.  He did His part, now it was up to the Father to do His part to accept His sacrifice.
From the very first sacrifice with Adam and Eve countless animals had been offered, but now it was finished.  Those other offerings were never sufficient enough, there always had to be one more.  If they were enough, only one would have been necessary, they wouldn’t have had to come back year after year.  If they were sufficient then Jesus died for nothing.  He went to the cross needlessly.  But it was for that very reason, because animal sacrifices weren’t enough that Jesus came and died for our sin.  Now it was complete.  He finished the work the Father had sent Him to do.  He was obedient to His very last breath.  He loved His Father, and He loved you and me.  He died for us.
In these final words it shows us that salvation is entirely up to God.  There is nothing we can do to add to it.  It is by grace we are saved through faith.  It was a word of victory for Him, but it is also a word of victory for us, for in His death, He bought for us what we could not obtain any other way.  His achievement on the cross means forgiveness for us and we can shout with Him a word of victory – “It is finished.”
There is one final word.  It’s a word of rest.

VII.THERE IS A WORD OF REST

“Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’  When He had said this, He breathed His last.”  Luke 23:46
He had completed all that He was sent to do.  He was obedient to the very last and now voluntarily, willingly, He drew His last breath.  All the physical suffering was done.  All the suffering for sin was completed.  He was ready to commit Himself into the care of the Father.  He rests in the prophecy and the plan and the power of the Father that in three days there will be a resurrection – His resurrection.  He will be restored to life in three days.  That day is today.  His resurrection guarantees that every reprobate sinner who believes on Him for salvation will indeed be saved.  Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  Like the repentant thief, you too have the words of promise “this day you will be with Me in paradise.”  

Jesus found rest and contentment knowing He could commit Himself into the hands of the Father, that the Father would faithfully keep His word and was able to do all things.  Jesus had no fear in drawing His last breath, for He knew the promise of the resurrection.  His resurrection is guarantee that we too will experience a resurrection.  If you believe in the resurrected Christ you should have no fear to draw your last breath for the one who kept His word to the Son will keep His word to you.  Eternal life is yours through the faith you have in Jesus who rose from the power of death and the grave on this day we call resurrection Sunday, Easter Sunday.  People have a lot of different views about what this day is all about and why they celebrate it, but make no mistake about it, there is only one true reason we celebrate Easter and that is because Jesus rose again.  Do you believe it?
To all those who follow empty pursuits and vain teachings the words of the angel at the tomb on Sunday morning after Jesus rose again is this: “why do you seek the living among the dead?”

Today is a day of celebration.

Today is a day of victory.

Today is a day of triumph.

Thank God that Jesus rose again.

Thank God that through the death, burial, and resurrection we can have eternal life through faith in what Jesus did for us on the cross and at the tomb.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.

We’re going to take communion as a time of celebration for what Jesus has done.  If the message of salvation is new to you and today you would put your faith in Him believing that He died for your sins, take communion with us, it’s a picture of His work of paying our debt and securing for us a future home in heaven.
