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It’s Amazing

Acts 3:12-26

Not long ago I watched a YouTube video of a guy on a construction site doing some incredible things with his tape measure.

In one scene you see him standing away from a ladder with a coffee cup on the top rung.  He flips the end of the tape measure out and knocks the cup off the ladder.
Okay, so that’s no amazing enough for you.  In another scene he stands about 20 feet away from a light switch whips the end of the tape measure out and flips off the light switch.

Still not amazed?  In another trick, standing again about 20 feet away he catches the ring of his keys and pulls it off a shelf.

Oh, and then one final trick he does is to let fly the tape measure out a window to a stereo about 20 feet away where he changes the channel.

Okay, so it doesn’t take much to amuse me.

Last week we found Peter and John taking an ordinary trip to the Temple to pray.  There they encountered a man who was over 40 years old who was born crippled, unable, and incapable of walking - ever.  Daily someone carried him to the Temple and picked him up at the end of the day.  He couldn’t phone the scooter store or get the hoverround battery operated wheel chair in those days, so they had to carry him there in order for him to beg for money so he could live – every day.  Not much of a life.
On the other hand you have a couple of healthy guys in Peter and John who had a life and could get around quite easily by walking.  They realized they could pray anywhere but they chose routinely to go to the Temple, it was their habit.  On the other hand, it was this crippled guy’s habit to ask entering worshippers if they could spare a dime.  Peter responded that they didn’t have any money, probably not surprising to the beggar who got that response a lot, but would be glad to give him what he had.  
He didn’t have what the man wanted but he did have what he needed: not a sack lunch or a coupon book to the local bagel shop, not a free night’s pass to an exclusive suite at the nearby Jerusalem Inn, but a complete and instantaneous healing.  Rise up and walk.  He had never done it before but we see that he got to his feet and began jumping up and down.  He was overjoyed and he began to praise God.  He didn’t need assistance.  He didn’t need therapy to increase muscle tone and flexibility.  He didn’t need to learn to crawl first.  Just like that he could walk and he didn’t just stop at that.  The text says he was leaping up and down.  He went into the Temple with Peter and John during the time of the afternoon prayer.  Oh, and he was praising God.  Only God could do that.  He deserved all the praise.
It was amazing.

As you can imagine there was quite a stir going on around as people realized the lame beggar could now walk.  They knew it was him, there was no mistaking him.  It wasn’t a hoax.  He wasn’t a charlatan.  That a miracle had been done could not be denied.  People were truly amazed at what had just happened and who wouldn’t be?  It’s way more amazing than some tape measure tricks.  A physical healing of this magnitude defies logic and demands an explanation.  

That’s where we pick up our account in Acts 3.  

Verses 12-16 give the explanation.

Verses 17-26 give the exhortation.

I. PETER’S EXPLANATION – v. 12-16

At over 40 years old he had probably given up long ago any hope that things would be different.  He couldn’t go run the streets with the other boys or decide on a whim to run down to the local pond for a swim.  No baseball or soccer.  Even if he wanted to he couldn’t help his mother bring the clothes in from the line because the rains were coming.  As he grew older he couldn’t work on a farm and run a team of oxen to plow.  He was hopelessly crippled and helplessly dependent on others.

It would take a miracle for him to walk and that’s what happened.  Rise up and walk and he did.  So he was right to go into the Temple with his new best friends and offer God praise.  As they were coming out from their prayer time they were met by a very large crowd.  Remember this is the afternoon prayer time at 3:00 when the evening sacrifice was made so there were lots of people.  Where the crowd intercepted the 3 worshippers was a place called Solomon’s colonnade, inside the Temple walls. It was the outer wall if you will, before you entered back into the streets of Jerusalem.  It’s just inside the Temple gates before crossing the courtyard to enter the Temple itself. 
You will recall that Solomon’s Temple had been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar around 586 B.C. when he overthrew Jerusalem and hauled many Jews back to Babylon.  It sat in ruins for many years before being rebuilt by Nehemiah, cup bearer to King Artaxerxes of the Persian Empire.  That Temple was later added onto by King Herod as a way of gaining favor with the Jews.  He built this magnificent structure that included a huge courtyard, part of which was named after Solomon. This Temple would be destroyed in A.D. 70 when General Titus of Rome would ransack the city.  The Temple was never rebuilt after that but in A.D. 691 the Dome of the Rock would be erected on the site of what was the court of the Gentiles.

This colonnade had rows of 27 foot high stone columns with a roof made out of cedar.  The area alone was about 30 yards wide and 500 yards long or to put it into different dimension it was about the width of a standard football field and five times as long, over a quarter mile long.  You can see by its size that a mass of people could gather inside.  It is in this area that Peter, John and the newly healed man are met by a crowd of people who had either been witness to the miracle, heard about the miracle as word spread throughout the Temple area or they were naturally curious about what was happening because of the very large crowd that had gathered.
When Peter saw the large assembly, and we don’t have any idea how big a crowd it was, and when he saw how astonished they were because of the miracle, he posed two questions to them.  We may assume that someone might have asked how the man was so miraculously healed.  

Question one:  “Men of Israel why does this surprise you?”  This was not the first miracle ever done in history.  We may even assume that some of these had heard or been witness to some of the other miracles done by the apostles as 2:43 indicates many signs and wonders were done by them.  Miracles aren’t things you generally keep quiet about.  Years ago, Christian singer Don Francisco would sing a song titled Gotta Tell Somebody.
We may even assume that some of these had heard about the miraculous resurrection of Jesus from the dead even though they didn’t believe it, but then nobody could disprove it either.  No body was produced to refute the resurrection claims.  
Some may have even been witness to the righteous dead who had come back to life and walked the streets of Jerusalem when the earthquake occurred and graves were opened up and after Jesus’ own resurrection a number of the dead saints came back to life.  You’ll find it in Matthew 27:52-53.
We may even assume that some had been witness to or even heard that Jesus had done miracles before He was crucified.  Miracles weren’t a new thing.
They certainly would have been taught about the miracles done in the Old Testament.

There were the miracles that led to Israel’s deliverance while they were in bondage to Egypt.

There was the miracle of manna in the wilderness wanderings.  

There were the miracles performed by Elijah and Elisha.

Miracles happened, so why should they be surprised when a man born a cripple gets up and walks?  Should they have been amazed?  Yes.  Should they have been surprised?  Peter says no, but they were.

I guess if I were in their sandals, I would have responded just like them.  I’d want to know what was going on.  I’d wonder if this was the time the prophets spoke about regarding the end times and the coming of the Kingdom of God: “the lame will leap like deer and the mute tongue shout for joy.”  Isaiah 35:6

Why were they amazed?
 Question two:  “Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?  The people assumed Peter and John had some kind of special power to do such a miracle.  Peter had to explain that the miracle was not in any power they possessed.  Okay, if they didn’t have the power then they thought that the miracle was done because they were extra pious.  Surely they must be extremely spiritual and close to God to do such a feat as making a lame man walk.  Personal power or spiritual piety, it has to be one of the two they thought.  
A similar situation happened to Paul and Barnabas when they arrived in Lystra.  We’ll get to that account much later in Acts 14.  There was a lame man there, born crippled and after preaching, Paul noticed the man had faith to be healed, so Paul told him to get up and walk.  He did and the people were amazed, but they thought that Paul and Barnabas were a couple of Greek gods.  Paul had to assure them they weren’t.
The two questions posed by Peter propel him into his second sermon that is very similar to his first one.  Let me just interject two things here.  First, remember that Peter, like you and me, has come under the divine influence of the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit, he was a coward, he gave in to the temptations to deny Christ and run for his life.  Now under the influence of the Holy Spirit, he is bold to give witness.  
The second thing is that Peter used opportunities to talk about the Lord, to witness by proclaiming Jesus Christ.  It’s all the Holy Spirit.  Keep that in mind as we continue through our study of Acts.  Acts 1:8 says we shall receive power to witness when the Holy Spirit comes on us. We see that time and again throughout Acts.  Keep your eye open for that.  The same Holy Spirit empowering Peter is the same Holy Spirit indwelling you and desiring to empower you to do great things for God.
Here’s Peters explanation.  We didn’t do it either by our own power, or by being super spiritual.  It was done by the God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Notice how he ties in their mutual heritage.  Notice also in the next several verses as he explains what took place that there are different names of Jesus and as well a series of contrasts.
He first of all speaks about Jesus being glorified.  It essentially means that He was exalted, lifted up, or honored.  This Jesus, whom John points out in his gospel is the Son of God, God Himself, who came down in the flesh, is the one who came to die for the sins of the world, He is now exalted by God.  Because He was obedient to the Father and because His sacrifice for sin was accepted He was honored, exalted by the Father. 

Philippians 2:6-11

Hebrews 1:3-4, 8

1. Servant – v. 13

Again from Philippians we note that Jesus became obedient to the will of the Father even though He is equal to the Father, He still was obedient to the Father.  

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 – He is the suffering servant
Mark 10:45 notes that Jesus came to serve, not to be served.  

John 13 demonstrates in part his being a servant when He washed the feet of the disciples.  He was a servant to the Father, He was a servant to man.  Peter’s reference to Jesus as a servant is a reminder of all that He suffered on account of us.  He did it willingly and voluntarily. He is the suffering servant
2. Jesus – v. 13

This name means the Lord is salvation.  In John 14:6 Jesus said of Himself that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life and that no one can come to the Father but through Him. 
He is the Light of the world – John 1; 8:12

He is the Good Shepherd – John 10:11, 14
He is the Bread of Life – John 6:35, 48
It is at the name of Jesus that every knee will bow and tongue will confess that He is Lord so that God will be glorified.  

It is on His name that we call to be saved.

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!

There’s just something about that name!

Master, Savior, Jesus!

Like the fragrance after the rain.

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!

Let all heaven and earth proclaim:

Kings and kingdoms will all pass away,

But there’s something about that name!
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3. Holy and Righteous One – v. 14

Holy speaks of His being separated to God.  Jesus was holy by nature.  He didn’t acquire it along the way, He was already holy.  And in His holiness He was separated to do the will of God here on earth.

Righteousness speaks of His innocence.  He was and always will be without sin.
II Corinthians 5:21

Hebrews 4:15; 7:26

I Peter 1:19; 3:18

I John 3:5

Jesus was totally without sin and yet for our sins and by our hands He was crucified.

4. Author of Life – v. 15

He is the author of life in two respects.

a. He is the author of life in the sense that we owe our very physical existence to Him.  It was He who spoke and brought into existence the creation of the worlds, even our very being.  It is He who holds everything together.  It is He who co-authored life.
John 1:3 10

Colossians 1:16-17

Hebrews 1:3, 10

Without Jesus we wouldn’t be around.

b. He is the author of life in the sense that we owe our salvation to Him, what we come to know as eternal life.  We have already considered several verses that speak of Him as life, but let me remind you of other verses you already know that assure us that without Jesus we have no hope of eternal life.

John 3:16; 5:24

I John 5:11-13

Romans 6:23

He is the author of life in every respect.  So it is in these names that Peter demonstrates how excellent Jesus is in every respect both in who He is and in what He does.  As we sing His name is wonderful.

Now, let’s go back and look at the several contrasts Peter makes about Jesus.

a. He was a servant of God, but they handed Him over to be killed.  They disowned the very one who came to save them.  The Bible says in John 1:11 that He came to His own people, but they rejected Him.  At His trial even though Pilate sought to release Him on several occasions, they saw to it that He was crucified.  They disowned Him.  That’s a pretty strong statement.  They didn’t want anything to do with Him.  

b. Notice the next contrast.  He was holy and righteous.  The one they chose was not holy, he was a murderer.  They took the one who gives life and chose one who took life.  They gave life to one who deserved death, and they brought death to one who gives life.
In these few verses Peter lays out the essence of the Gospel.  Without these important elements there is no Gospel, indeed without them there is no eternal life for any of us.  Jesus came to save, He was killed, He rose from the dead.  If we don’t have the death, the burial and the resurrection, we don’t have eternal life.  It’s only in Jesus.  It’s only in that Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and then rose again and our faith in what He did for us that we have this hope.  Without His death and resurrection we are still as hopelessly lost as a man who is born a cripple is hopelessly unable to walk again without a miracle.  
“By faith in the name of Jesus, this man who you see and know was made strong.  It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through Him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.”

“For by grace are you saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9
The man couldn’t heal himself. If he could he would have something to brag about.

Peter and John couldn’t heal the man.  If they could they would have something to brag about.

It was only through Jesus that this man was healed.

It is only through Jesus that we are healed of our sin.  Otherwise we would have something to brag about.  Paul says we can only brag about what Jesus has done for us.  Only the power of God can heal a man of physical abnormalities.
Only the power of God can heal a man of sin.

Peter gives an explanation about how this man was healed.  Next he gives an exhortation to the people.

II. PETER’S EXHORTATION – v. 17-26

Still referring to their mutual Jewish heritage, he refers back to what they should have been well aware of from the Old Testament.  He calls them all to task noting that everyone was responsible for the death of Jesus.  But he adds a little caveat.  They did it in ignorance.  Even though the evidence was very clear, they didn’t recognize who Jesus was.  Paul would speak of it as ignorance due to the hardening of the heart.  
Martin Lloyd Jones would note that ignorance in this case has nothing to do with lack of intelligence, they had all the signs and information in front of them, Jones notes that ignorance in this case has everything to do with the heart.  It was a matter of pride.
1. Man is ignorant of God – John 17:25 – facts abound but we choose to ignore them by pride.
2. Man is ignorant of his own sinful condition because of his pride. Luke 19:10 
3. Man is ignorant of the final judgment or believes in pride that a loving God won’t punish
Hebrews 9:27; Luke 12:19
Paul in speaking to the Corinthians refers to it as a veil that covers the heart (II Corinthians 3:17-18) It’s because of pride.  Pride keeps people from wanting to see Jesus for who He is.

Speaking about what they were familiar with Peter made reference to the Old Testament prophets who were very clear about the coming Messiah.  They all spoke about how He would come and would suffer.  In a sense what Peter says is this, because the Messiah did that for you, for your sin, what’s the first word in verse 19?  It’s Peter’s exhortation. REPENT!  TURN TO GOD!  Why?  SO THAT YOUR SINS WILL BE FORGIVEN/WIPED OUT.

Past deeds call for a course of action, a change of some kind to take place.  Stop doing what you are doing and go the other way.  Repentance will result in forgiveness, you have the word of God who cannot lie and will not change His mind.  
I John 1:9

We must admit that what God said is true about sin, that we’re guilty and then change our mind about the Savior.  He confronted their sin and appealed to them to repent.  True repentance always brings a changed life with a changed heart.  The world is the way it is because it does not and will not change its mind about sin.  

We may be the way we are because we have not changed our mind about sin.  We may think that’s it’s okay to have a secret sin in the back pocket that no one else knows about.  It’s not hurting anyone after all.  Every once in a while we pull it out.  Repentance is turning away from sin no matter how little or insignificant it may seem to us and then we turn to God.  Remember that it only takes one sin to condemn a person to hell and the Bible says we are all sinners.  Repentance is getting rid of sin and doing it no more.  We turn from rejecting God and turn instead to obeying God.  
A little girl defined repentance as being sorry enough not to do it again.

Repentance is being brokenhearted over sin.  Maybe we don’t change because we aren’t really broken over sin.  Do we hate sin enough to make a change?  
The 18th century poet and hymn writer William Cowper wrote poetically “I hate the sins that made Thee mourn and drove Thee from my breast.”

Peter’s exhortation is calling the Jews to drive sin from them and turn to God.  When we repent and turn to God we have the assurance of forgiveness, that all our sins will be wiped out.  In Bible days their ink had no acid content so the ink did not bond with the papyrus.  It could be wiped off with a damp sponge.  God will wipe away our sins as if they didn’t even exist.

Psalm 103:12 “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.”
Isaiah 43:25 "I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”
Jeremiah 31:34 “…I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

Psalm 65:3 “When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our transgressions.”
My sins are gone and will not be remembered,

God in mercy tenderly forgives.

He lives within assuring my salvation

Such words of exhortation, encouragement and comfort truly bring about as Peter says “times of refreshing.”  David said that when he kept silent about his sin, his bones wasted away, he was an emotional wreck, but when he confessed his spirit was renewed, refreshed.  It pays to repent.  I believe this refreshing to be the Holy Spirit whom we are told in Titus 3:5 renews us.  Psalm 23 tells us that if we follow the Shepherd our soul will be restored as He guides us along paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.  Doesn’t that sound like the work of the Holy Spirit in you as He refreshes your spirit?
Not only are sins wiped out, but God is patiently waiting for the day when He will send His Son to return and restore everything.  God made a covenant with Abraham that through Him all the people of the world would be blessed (Genesis 12:1-3) This covenant is not just for the Jews but for everyone who calls on the name of the Lord to be saved.  The prophets all spoke about the coming of the Messiah and Jesus fulfilled those prophecies.  Return to Him, repent, follow Him in obedience.  Run to Him.
Peter is alluding to the Old Testament cities of Refuge that were set up for a person to flee to if he committed manslaughter.  If two guys were out chopping wood and the ax head accidently came off and struck the other guy so that he died, he could high tail it to the closest city of Refuge and stay there under the protection of the High Priest.  As long as the High Priest was alive, he could remain in the city and be safe from the avenger of blood, who was a blood relative out to seek revenge for the death of his kin.  

Jesus is our High Priest and we ignorantly have sinned against Him.  When we repent and run to Him as our Refuge, because Jesus is an eternal High Priest, we have nothing to fear.  We will always be safe.

On the one hand while forgiveness produces joy, on the other hand, rejection forfeits God’s promise.  Eternal life is only available if we repent and turn to God.  If we reject Christ as the giver of life we remain in sin and forfeit what God has otherwise made available to us.  We need to repent of sin and turn to God and we will be forgiven.  What sin is worse than putting the Messiah to death?  Can you think of any?  Doesn’t matter, Peter says.  If they would repent and turn to God even that sin would be forgiven.
What sins are you facing right now?  Maybe they seem pretty big and unforgiveable.  Can God forgive them?  Yes He can.  There is no sin so great that God is not greater still to forgive.  Romans 8:1 reminds us that there is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.
Do you need a time of refreshing today either for the very first time as you respond to the Messiah and run to God as you repent of sin?

As a believer in Christ today are you in need of a refreshing by confessing some sin and so be restored?

When God works in a life to change it, it truly is amazing, it truly is a miracle.

