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It’s a God Thing – Part 3
Acts 2:42-47

Recently I started watching the movie “Fiddler on the Roof.”  I say started because it’s a long movie and, well, I prefer as much beauty sleep as I can get.  So I watch a little here and a little there.  If you have seen the movie, you know that one of the noticeable themes throughout is Tevye’s battle with change.   In an opening scene, pulling his milk cart because his horse is lame he explains that Jewish life is like the delicate balance of a fiddler perched on the roof.  He wonders about many things.  He speaks about wearing a prayer shawl that has tassels on the corners and he asks out loud why?  In this scene and through the movie he answers himself with a resounding TRADITION.  We do it this way because we have always done it this way.  Then he asks why do we do this?  He says, “I don’t know, it’s just tradition.”

Why do we do some of the things we do as a church?  Is it merely tradition or is there a purpose behind it?  We’ll consider one of those traditions today.  It’s here in Acts 2:42-47.  

Two weeks ago we began a little excursion through this section and learned that the early church was devoted to the apostle’s teaching.  They were drawn to the Word of God.  I don’t think it was because they were popular speakers or perhaps even gifted orators.  I don’t picture any of them as being overly charismatic individuals able to draw crowds on their personality.  They were just ordinary men serving an extraordinary God.  God through the Holy Spirit was doing some remarkable things in the lives of these early believers.  
Has assembling together to hear God’s Word become merely a tradition for us because we have always gone to church on Sunday?  Has God’s Word itself merely become a tradition much like the many homes who have a large family Bible sitting neatly on the coffee table or in the book shelf or do we read it with anticipation for the life change that can occur if we apply its principles?  Do we see it as the very word of God born on the breath of the indwelling Holy Spirit to bring about godliness in our life if we submit to its power?  Is it merely tradition or are we devoted to it?
I was on Facebook the other day and reading some responses to questions a friend had given.  She was a hospice nurse.  The question was asked, what 3 things do you have with you all the time?  Her response: my Bible, my cell phone, and my chap stick.  She always talked about what she had been reading in her Bible or what God was doing.  

These believers were devoted to teaching.  From that message two weeks ago, did any of you make a decision to be more devoted to God’s Word?  A Spirit filled church is devoted to teaching God’s Word and leading others to study it.
Last week we took a look at another unique change that took place in their lives.  They were devoted to fellowship.  Even though these believers came from many different cultural backgrounds, what they had in common was Christ.  Like their devotion to the Word of God, their devotion to fellowship, their devotion to one another was a God thing.  The indwelling Holy Spirit began to change their lives in such a way that they became committed to helping each other carry their burdens.  It produced joy.
A Spirit filled church is a fellowshipping church.  Remember I said last week that we don’t go to have fellowship, we are to be in fellowship.  Doing things in fellowship is a natural result of being in fellowship.  John would write “that which we have seen and heard we declare unto you that you also may have fellowship with us and truly our fellowship is Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”  I John 1:3  If we aren’t in fellowship with God, we won’t be in fellowship with others.  If we are not in fellowship with others, we are not in fellowship with God.  Jesus would use the analogy of a vine and branches in describing the kind of fellowship or relationship we have with Him as we abide or live in Him.  Notice that there is one vine but many branches.  We are all uniquely joined together as one through our attachment to the vine.
Christ is what we share in common.  No matter what social, economical or cultural background we come from, we share in Christ.  Sharing in Christ then transposes itself into sharing outwardly with others.  We saw that they shared outwardly as needs arose and in their sharing outwardly they did so with glad and sincere hearts.  They liked hanging out together and they liked helping each other.
Christian fellowship that these early believers enjoyed was a devotion in getting together to hear about God, to hear from God and to share what God was doing in them.  True fellowship is about Christ. Fellowship is about unity with others who are also in Christ.

Did you make a decision last week to be more devoted to one another through fellowship?  

One way to consider how devoted you are to fellowship in the body is to review the one another passages of Scripture and ask yourself how you are doing.  
Do I love others?

Do I forgive others?

Do I pray for others?

Do I encourage others?

Do I encourage others to do good works?

Do I serve others?

Do I demonstrate kindness to others?

Do I bear the burdens of others?

Do I teach others?

Do I build up others?

Two weeks ago we saw that the church was a wondering church.  They loved God’s Word.

Last week we considered that the church was a walking church.  There was a change that took place as they lived outwardly what God was doing inwardly.
Today from this passage I want us to see that it was a worshipping church.

I. IT WAS A WORSHIPPING CHURCH

I believe that if a church is rightly aligned with God’s Word, and is in proper fellowship with God and with others, from that will flow worship.  I think that worship is the natural response of a person or a group of people who are rightly connected to God and to each other.  In a study of God’s Word we see God for who He is.  We see that God wants us to have a relationship with Him and with others and when those are firing on all cylinders as they should the outcome is to worship Him. We can’t help but praise God.
Notice from our passage two things that resulted in worship.  The first is that they broke bread together.  The second is that they prayed.

One element of worship seen in this passage is first the breaking of bread or the Lord’s Supper or communion – different names by which we call the bread and the cup.  
Did you know we worship through communion?  It is not just a rite or ritual, some tradition that we observe hoping in some way to appeal to God’s good nature.  There’s a purpose behind taking it.
Jesus Himself directed us to take communion as a way of remembering Him and in so doing we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes back.

There are two ordinances that we observe and by observing them we each preach a message, a message about the Lord’s death.  Both are visual reminders about salvation.

Baptism is a onetime event symbolizing or depicting the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  It is an act of obedience whereby the believer identifies to others that he or she has been saved through the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  Baptism speaks about two things identification and allegiance.  The person is identifying themselves with Christ and signifying a commitment or loyalty to Him.  You’re choosing Christ and you’re going to follow Him.
By immersion under water the person is giving a visual picture of cleansing from the old self of sin, dying to the old self of sin and being born to a new life and commitment to a new Master.  Christ becomes the standard by which you will live your life.  We are stating that we want to be His disciple.  Baptism preaches a message to others – both saved and unsaved that Christ died for me and I’m going to follow Him. It’s an event that only needs to be done once, although we have baptized some who wanted to rededicate themselves to Christ anew and wanted the baptism to serve as a public declaration of their commitment to walk with Christ again.  Some of you may need to be baptized.
The second ordinance is communion.  It’s what the early church committed to observe.  By taking communion you also preach a message to others about Christ.  While baptism is observed only once, the Lord Himself speaks about taking communion regularly until He returns.  “As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you do show the Lord’s death until He comes.”  It’s a reminder to all that the death of Christ was essential to secure our salvation.  “Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin.”

Now churches differ on the frequency of when to observe communion.  

Some observe it weekly.  They want that constant reminder of the price Christ paid for sins.

Some observe it monthly as is our practice.

Some observe it quarterly or once a year.  

There isn’t any set pattern of observance stipulated in the Bible other than it should be taken.  “As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup” indicates that there is freedom not only when to take it but where it should be observed.  Notice the pattern established by the early church in v 46.
They observed it daily.

They observed it in homes.  

They were so captivated by the work of Christ for them and their overwhelming sense of gratitude that God would forgive them of their sins and grant them eternal life that their daily fellowship with one another ended with communion.  They wanted that constant reminder that salvation was all about Christ and nothing about themselves.
Whereas verse 42 speaks specifically about communion, verse 46 speaks about another element that was present.  Paul also speaks about it in his first letter to the Corinthians.

Verse 46 tells us that they met together daily in homes and in their gatherings they would share (fellowship) a meal together.  They called them agape or love feasts.  It was an expression of fellowship in which they would share what they had with whoever was over that day in their home.  Maybe others brought a dish to pass so that all the burden of preparing and providing food for the group that had gathered didn’t fall completely on the host family.  After all if they did that daily, it would get to be quite an expensive grocery bill and could foster a spirit of resentment that some came just to freeload.  But I also want you to notice a very important character trait that was present in these gatherings.  The passage notes what in verses 46 and 47.  What they had they shared with glad and sincere hearts and in their gatherings they praised God.  So I take from these verses that there was no animosity or resentment present.  Entrance to a home wasn’t whether or not you came with a dish to pass, it was about your relationship with Christ and each other and so these people who opened their homes did so cheerfully and God got the praise for it.  There was a spirit of unity in the body of Christ.
At the conclusion of the love feast meal, they enjoyed communion.  The Greek word is koinonia, the word we get fellowship.  Again, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper together because we share Christ and His death, burial and resurrection in common.

Let me interject here a couple of things about what the Lord’s Supper is not.

First of all it is not the literal body and blood of Christ.  Those who hold this view refer to it as transubstantiation.  They hold that when the elements of the bread and cup are blessed or consecrated, they actually become the body and blood of Christ.  

It cannot be the actual body and blood of Christ because when He blessed them the night of the Passover and said this is my body and my blood, He was physically present with them.  He did not give them Himself to take and eat or drink.  He was referring to them symbolically.  They were to be a picture of the life He freely gave that was broken and the blood that was willingly shed for remission of sins.

Also the idea of eating flesh and drinking blood was an abomination to the Jew.  According to the Old Testament Law it was strictly forbidden for a Jew to drink blood (Gen. 9:4; Lev. 3:17).
Another view held by some denominations is called consubstantiation.  This view holds that “the elements themselves do not change but that the mere partaking of them after the prayer of consecration communicates Christ to the participant along with the elements” (Charles Stanley).  Transubstantiation teaches that they become the body and blood of Christ before they are taken.  Consubstantiation teaches that they become the body and blood of Christ after they are taken.
These elements are only a picture of Christ’s sacrificial death so that through His death He would obtain salvation for us.

Now let me mention one more thing.  Some churches hold to what is called closed communion.  If you are not a member of the church or of that denomination, you are not included in communion.  I believe this is wrong, because it is not into a denomination that we are saved but rather into the body of Christ.  The criterion for participation in communion isn’t church membership it is whether or not you are saved.  

Consequently, we practice or hold to what is called an open communion.  Regardless of your membership status, the only criteria we believe essential for participation is faith in Christ.  If you are visiting or not a member of this church you are welcome to take communion because you are part of the body of our Savior.  He is what we have in common.
Now let me say a few things essential about communion.  They begin with the letter “R”.  Before we look at those, turn to I Corinthians 11.  In this chapter Paul begins by noting that when people come together in worship, and remember that communion is a part of worship, when we come together in worship there should be an element of decorum or good manners.  There is a right way and wrong way to worship.
In the middle of the chapter he specifically speaks to the issue of communion.  In going through this keep our passage in Acts 2 in mind.  Remember that there was unity.  Remember that they looked out for the concerns of one another.  Remember that they ate together with glad and sincere hearts.

 Follow with me beginning in verse 17.  

In a gathering that was supposed to instill unity, there was instead divisiveness.  What’s sad is that it didn’t surprise him.  In observing an ordinance that was supposed to build up the church and bring them together under the common element of Christ it was actually pulling them apart.  He speaks of gluttony and drunkenness and divisiveness in their gatherings.  Those who were affluent ignored those who were impoverished, poor.  That’s not how the early church acted in Acts 2.  “You have a need?  Come on in, join us, let’s celebrate Christ together.”
Christ’s demonstration of selflessness by dying on the cross, had become an act of selfishness on the part of the Corinthian believers.  Paul admonished them that if they wanted to party, do it at home.  Don’t use the very celebration that was to bring unity demonstrating Christ’s selfless act as a means for selfish flaunting of materialism.  

He reminded them that Christ’s blood secured a new relationship between them and Christ.  It was done through a new covenant.  God brought the terms of the new covenant to us to either be accepted or rejected.  The cup was a reminder of the cost of this new covenant.  It was to be taken as a means of remembering the one who made the new covenant possible – the Lord Jesus Christ.

Communion is a visible sermon to others about Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.  Communion is both a solemn time and a time of celebration.  I always approach any funeral or memorial service with reverence.  Death is a stark reality of the certainty that will befall all of us and so it is with a pensive mood that I approach a service.  I ponder life and what I have done along with the reality of death that some day it will knock on my door.  Will I be ready?  Have I done all I could?
Yet, while it’s somber it’s also a celebration.  It’s a time to reflect on the character and life of the person and what they have done.  We celebrate a life.

Communion is like that as well.  It’s a solemn time for us to remember that Christ’s death paid for the penalty of my sin, yet it’s a celebration because Jesus rose from the grave and His life gives us freedom from as we trust in Him for salvation.  

Remember I said there were some essential things about communion that I wanted you to know.  The first is this.

Communion is to be a time of REMEMBRANCE.

Jesus said we are to take communion and when we do remember Him.  It’s a time to remember what He has done in saving you from sin.

Remember that His substitutionary work on the cross saved you sins penalty.  That was accomplished on the cross. Where once I stood guilty in sin and destined to eternal and spiritual death because of it, now that debt has been paid.  That sentence has been carried out because Christ bore it for me.  

Isaiah 53:6 “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way, and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”
I Peter 1:18-19 “Forasmuch as you know that you were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver or gold from your vain manner of life received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”
I Peter 3:18 “For Christ also has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit.”
Romans 8:1“There is therefore now, no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.”  He will remember your sins no more.  Because of Christ’s death on the cross, God no longer sees your sin, He sees you in Christ and that the blood of Christ covers your sin.  We need to remember what He has done for, what His death bought for us.
Remember that His substitutionary work on the cross saves you from sins presence in the future.  There will be no sin present in heaven.  There will be no fighting with the old sinful nature over some temptation.  Sin and its presence will be totally eradicated.  We will not see sin or its affects in heaven.  This body that succumbs daily to the effects of the curse due to sin will be transformed.  This world that groans because of the curse sin brought on it will be made new.  None of the damage caused by hearts darkened by sin will be present in heaven.  No greed.  No war.  No lying.  No murder.  No anger.  No gossip.  No unforgiveness.  No death.  No hunger.  No illness.  No sin.  

The penalty of sin is gone.

The presence of sin will be gone.
The power of sin is also broken.  
*Romans 6:1-11

The power of sin has been broken.  If we sin, we choose to sin, because we have been freed from its grip.  “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  I Corinthians 10:13

Sins penalty, sins presence and sins power have all been dealt with by Christ at the cross, so let’s remember the freedom that He bought for us in the shedding of His blood on Calvary.

Thank Him for His death and your deliverance.

Thank Him for what He has done for you.
Now also think of communion as a time to remember what He is doing in you – changing your character to become more like His, meeting some tangible need, healing an illness, sustaining through some difficulty in life.  Thank Him for that change.
It’s a time to remember what He will do for you – give you an eternal home in heaven.  John 14 speaks specifically about the eternal place that has been prepared for those who follow Christ as the only way.  John 3:16 reminds us of God’s great love that He gave His Son so that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  In his first epistle, John would plainly state that if you have the Son, you have life, and if you don’t have the Son, you don’t have life.  It can’t be stated any more simply or clearly.  
In communion we are to remember Christ and what He has done, is doing and will yet do.
In communion we are also to take time to REPENT.  Paul reminds us in I Corinthians 11:28 that we ought to have a time of self examination.  First of all determine if you are in fact a true believer.  Have you trusted Christ as Savior?  Of what significance is communion to you if you have never repented of your sin?  Of what fellowship do you have with others who have trusted Christ alone for salvation?  There is no fellowship for you in communion without Christ.  So repent.  Get saved.  Bow your head and acknowledge that God is right, that you are a sinner, lost for eternity and that Christ is the only way to salvation.  Ask Him to be your Savior, to come in and make your heart clean from sin.  Then begin to change and grow the character of Christ in your daily walk.

Second, if you are a believer in Christ, pray David’s prayer of Psalm 139:23-24 “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead in the way everlasting.”  
Communion is an opportunity to make sure that your heart is right with God and with others.  Remember communion is about fellowship and fellowship is about unity and if there is some sin in your life, then there is no fellowship or unity with God.  If someone has wronged you or if you have wronged someone Paul is saying that now is the time to take care of it.  Don’t pray and ask forgiveness and tell God you’ll deal with it later.  If you need to and the person is here, get up and take care of it.  Restore fellowship.  Restore unity in the body.  If they are not here, I would urge you not to take communion until you get that settled.  
Jesus said leave your offering and go be reconciled.  In essence He’s saying that you can’t truly and adequately worship until there is a restoration of fellowship.  Worship is acceptable to God when we come with a clean and pure heart.  Only then can a spirit of true worship exist.  Is your heart right with God and others today?  Before communion repent.

Remember.

Repent.

Finally, communion is a time to consider the Lord’s RETURN.  
Paul speaks about this in I Corinthians 11:26 where he says “For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” 

This is a demonstration to others of our belief that the Lord is going to return someday.  When Jesus established communion as a picture of the new covenant, He guaranteed that He would return.  By taking communion, we show each other that we believe the promise that Jesus is coming back again.  
As we take communion today, thank the Lord for the promise of His return.  Commit to living a life pleasing to Him each day until He comes back.  
I John 3:2-3

Repent of sin and restore unity and fellowship with the Lord and with others.  Remember all that Christ has done, is doing, and will do for you and give Him thanks.

The early church met daily and in their gatherings they celebrated their unity in Christ through the breaking of bread.  Let’s do the same today.  Let’s be joyful as we gather around the table and unite our hearts as Jesus intended.  It was a God thing.  It was the Holy Spirit working in them that produced this joy, this gladness of heart that created tremendous unity and an outpouring of praise to God and the watching world hungered after it.  

How do they see us?  Have we given them a reason to be in awe for what they see taking place here?
Do you need to make a commitment today to hunger after God’s Word, to be devoted to it?

Do you need to make a commitment today to be devoted to one another in fellowship?

Before we come to the Lord’s Supper today do you need to make a decision today to trust as your Savior or to repent of something that has broken fellowship either with God or with others?  
Let’s take time to answer those questions and make a commitment before we come in unity to the communion table.

(Change communion order if Spirit led)

