7
Fellowship Bible Church 2/7/2010 Pastor Howie Wideman

“Dynomite”
Acts 2:25-28/Psalms 16:1-11

When my youngest brother was growing up, one of his favorite pre-grade school expressions came from the sitcom “Good Times.”  You may remember the show and the phrase that made J.J. Walker famous.  Whenever something noteworthy took place, he would exclaim with a big grin “dyno-mite.”  My brother would go around the house repeating that. 
We have looked at a very explosive event that occurred in the beginning of the church era.  Twelve men empowered by the Holy Spirit began to speak in languages they did not know before that day.  It was very strange and unusual.  It happened not by their own doing.  The only preparation on their part was to be obedient to what Jesus told them to do by going into Jerusalem and waiting for the promised coming Holy Spirit.  They did and when the Holy Spirit came they spoke as the Spirit enabled them.  
What happened to them happened because of the Holy Spirit in them who spoke through them.  When the Holy Spirit came on them in power they began to give God praise for the fulfillment of the promise given by Jesus. They went, they waited and now they wondered with amazement what was taking place.  The rest, as they say, is history.
Concurrent to this experience Jews from all over the world from Italy to the western edge of Iran and the Western part of Egypt had gathered in celebration of Pentecost when to their amazement and bewilderment they heard their own language and dialect being spoken in this assembly.  Most mocked them, but we learned last week that the power of the Holy Spirit to convict individuals moved 3,000 to repentance and belief in Jesus as the long awaited Messiah.  It truly was a powerfully explosive spiritual event that took place that day.

Today I wanted us to go back to that passage and review a section that has some specific application for us today.  The application isn’t just about the saving grace of God extended to us through faith in Christ, but also the power to live the Christian life daily through the empowering Holy Spirit.  Before we turn to our passage, please find your way to Revelation 21:1-5.
I like weddings.  I have a different vantage point than you do as you sit out in the audience.  I’m just a couple feet away and get to see their radiant faces. There is a visible glow that surrounds them, perhaps not all that different from when Moses came down from the mountain with his face all aglow.  I get to listen in on some of the quiet conversation they have when a song is being played or sung.  Mine is a unique perspective.  I get to witness the bride and groom close up.  
You probably don’t notice from where you are seated, but let me tell you that there is a rich aromatic fragrance as the scent of cologne, perfume, flowers and burning candles all mingle together into one luscious scent.  The blend of the various aromas further enhances the ambiance of the setting.  In those unique fragrances is a reminder that what was once individual or separate has now come together in concert with each other.  None of it overpowers the other, but now works in harmony.  

That is the scene I picture when the bride of Christ and the groom, Christ Himself, stand together there is a glow, they are in harmony.  What John is describing in Revelation has not yet taken place.  It’s off in the future.  It is the indwelling Holy Spirit who came at Pentecost who prepares us for this future event.  Everything will be made new, we will be made new because of Him in us.  In this future event and place notice some of the benefits for its residents.  
Every tear will be wiped away from weeping eyes. Chopping an onion will no longer produce tears.  Tears from heartache will be tenderly dried.
We have all mourned and cried through our time here on earth.  When our heart is broken we cry. 

When someone we love leaves to go on a journey, we cry.

When someone we love rejects their faith and turns from God, we cry.

When someone we love or a favorite family pet dies, we cry.

When we experience some joyful event, like a wedding, we cry.  As I crossed the finish line of my first marathon I cried, glad it was over, but glad to have completed a major goal.

When David falls down and gets hurt, he cries.

When he doesn’t get what he wants, he cries.

In this future place we call heaven there will be no need for crying because whatever causes us to lament will be absent.

Death will be vanquished.  No more funerals to attend or conduct.  No more painful partings of loved ones.  No disease to ravage the body.  No longer will the curse of age slow us down or put us down.  No physical decay that requires surgery.
We have all been touched by death and as Scripture reminds us, death is something we all will experience if the Lord should tarry longer before His return.  Death of a loved one hurts.  We have been praying this week for friends of Jason and Becky who lost their 3 month old to this horrible curse placed on mankind.  At times it seems so unfair.  I spoke with the secretary of the firm that is doing our taxes.  Her son died a number of years ago and you could still hear the pain in her voice from it.  He was in his early 20’s.  She is a Christian, but she said “he didn’t deserve it.”  What he went through was physically painful for him, and though she didn’t mention you could see that it was still emotionally painful for her.
Death will cease because as I Corinthians 15:54 tells us, death has been swallowed up in victory and our victory is in Christ.  Because death will be vanquished, mourning will also cease.  No wailing at the likes of catastrophic events such as floods or earthquakes or war or famine or disease.  
The pain we now experience will be noticeably absent whether physical or emotional.  The arthritis we suffer from that causes stiffness and a lack of desire to get up in the morning will no longer hinder us.  The soreness we experience from time to time due to that old sports injury will not be present.  The pain of an abscessed tooth will be history.  The memories of painful life experiences that caused emotional trauma will be healed.  
Everything will be made new.

Dollars to donuts, my guess is that everyone here today has at some point experienced crying or death, or mourning, or pain or tears at one time or another in life.

Understand that this place, this new heaven and new earth, spoken of by the Apostle is real.  Heaven has an address.  Heaven is not a peace of mind or a state of contentedness.  Heaven is not here on earth in some paradise setting far removed from the fear of events that threaten our lives from those that are manmade to natural disasters.  Neither is heaven annihilation where we just cease to exist.
Jesus said He was going to prepare a place for us to live.  It is a physical place.  We don’t know exactly where it is, but it could very well be right around us in another dimension unseen from our eye.  As Stephen was being stoned, he remarked that he saw heaven opened and Jesus sitting at the right hand of God.  So it could be right here just unseen or it could be far off and Stephen was given a glimpse into the distant realm of this Kingdom, this real place where everything is made new and all that has caused us pain in the past will be absent.
Until we become residents of this new heaven and new earth, we will always experience these unfortunate events and emotions, but the Lord has not left us alone to deal with them.  He spoke to the disciples as recorded by John, that a Comforter will come.  Why do we need this Comforter?  We need Him because life is filled with pain.
What I want for us to see today from our passage in Acts is that in spite of these things, the Holy Spirit has been given to help us through them.  Not so that we won’t ever have those experiences or events again in this life, but more so when they do happen we’ll be better able to manage through them and to grow spiritually from them.  The Holy Spirit came not only to empower our witness for Christ, but also to be the presence of Jesus each and every minute of each and every day.  
In the Old Testament God appeared to men.  In the Gospels God came and dwelt with men in the person of Christ.  Since Pentecost God now dwells in men through the Holy Spirit.  “I pray that from His glorious, unlimited resources He will empower you with inner strength through His Spirit.  Then Christ will make His home in your hearts as you trust in Him.  Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.”  Ephesians 3:16-17
Until the day all things are made new we have been given the capacity, the power, the ability to withstand all the onslaught that life throws at us.  It’s in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let me again remind you that if Christ needed the empowering ministry of the Holy Spirit in His life as He lived and ministered to people, so do we.  He was led by the Spirit and He was filled by the Spirit.  God has given each believer the same portion of the Holy Spirit as our helper.  We have all of the Holy Spirit, does the Holy Spirit have all of us?  If we are not experiencing the empowerment that is available by the Holy Spirit, maybe it’s because we are not letting the Holy Spirit have all of us.  Maybe victory eludes us because He is not controlling us. Oh, dear people, I desire the movement of the Holy Spirit to overshadow us and embolden us, to be the people God wants us to be.  You will receive power to be victorious in the Christian life when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.  
I have spent a long time leading up to our passage, but I want you to see that this empowerment isn’t just to give a verbal testimony about Christ, it is also about being a visible testimony for Christ as well. How you live and react to the stuff that goes on each day is just as much or more a testimony than telling someone they need Christ and then taking them through Scripture verses on how they can become saved.  People want to see that your Christianity makes sense and helps you cope with stuff.  
I was at the Y this last week getting ready to go run and overheard a conversation by 2 men in the locker room.  They were swearing and while that’s not all that uncommon in a public locker room, what they were talking about while swearing was most disturbing.  You see, they were talking about their respective churches they attend.  They weren’t talking negatively about their church, they were just talking about the services they attend, and why they attend (and let me tell you, they were not wholesome reasons and that’s all I can say about that), and they chose to use expletives.  Now what evidence is there from them that would interest me in thinking that Christianity makes any credible or lasting change in a life?  If I weren’t a Christian I would conclude that other than attending a religious service there is no difference between us.  Only the convicting and empowering work of the Holy Spirit can elicit a change that is evident and lifelong as we yield to that power in us.  Referring back to Ephesians 3:16 “I pray that from His glorious, unlimited resources He will empower you with inner strength through His Spirit.”

The difference ought to be evident.  
One of the unique exhibits at the zoo is the building that houses all the reptiles.  Behind hopefully inches thick glass are some pretty nasty, not to mention disgusting looking creatures.  You have all your varieties of snakes, and crocodiles and frogs and lizards.  Among that group are the chameleons.  Did you know there are 160 species of chameleons?  Some have the ability to rotate one eye independently from the other, which totally wierds me out.  That is so gross.  I know some of you think your Mom might have that chameleon feature.  One of the more interesting features of the chameleon is their ability to adapt to the environment by becoming camouflaged by changing colors, but only a few of the many species have that ability.  It is believed that initially this feature was used as a social tool in communicating to other chameleons.  I suppose it was the original mood ring.  Eventually it became a defense mechanism in order to blend in with its environment to avoid predators.  Their outer skin is transparent allowing specialized cells the ability to reflect the change in color.
Without the empowering work of the Holy Spirit, the Christian can become like the chameleon and blend into the culture, sort of that “when in Rome, do as the Romans do” approach.  The disciples chose to stand out and stand up, to be different.  Peter speaks for them all to the crowd.
In his sermon on the day of Pentecost, Peter pulled from the Old Testament a prophecy related to the Messiah.  Quoting from Psalm 16:8-11, it is recorded for us in Acts 2:25-28.  

Keep in mind that this passage is in reference to the Messiah.  It’s what we call a Messianic prophecy.  That simply means it speaks about Jesus, who is the Messiah, way before He was born.  Turn back to Psalm 16.  That’s where we’ll spend the remainder of our time.  From this I want you to understand the role the Holy Spirit now plays for you and I who have trusted in Christ for salvation by faith.  If He lives in me, there ought to be a difference in the way we live, the way we talk, how we think, the joy we exhibit.  You have seen those before and after weight loss pictures.  We should have some before and after salvation pictures as well.  This is what I was like before knowing Christ.  This is how I have changed so far, bearing in mind that it is the Holy Spirit producing His fruit in me as I learn more about Christ.  
While this Psalm is about the Messiah or Christ, David also wrote it about himself as well, so there is application for us.  

We don’t know the context of the psalm as to when David wrote it, but it is a prayer of protection from death.  It may have been during one of the military campaigns David fought as King.  It could have been on an occasion when he was being chased throughout the land by King Saul.  In general though, it speaks about how to handle all the stuff life throws at us that can derail our faith if we aren’t walking by the Spirit.
As it relates to the Christian and the empowering of the Holy Spirit, notice these points today.  Now, I’ve all ready decided that we will break this up into two weeks rather than try to cram it all in today.  This is stuff I want you to get.
The Believer’s prayer v. 1-4

The Believer’s portion v. 5-6

The Believer’s praise v. 7

The Believer’s protection v. 8

The Believer’s promise v. 9-11

I. THE BELIEVER’S PRAYER – v. 1-4
The Psalmist begins with a plea for help.  We notice first of all that it is to God that he prays.  He recognizes that in his plight, whatever it is he is going through there is only one place to turn for help.  It’s a cry to God for deliverance.  When was the last time you called out to God?  When was the last time your soul felt in utter despair, things seemed hopeless and you knew there was only one place to turn?  When was the last time you knew that the only place to go was to God?
Keep in mind the promise found in Romans 8:26-27 where we see Paul informing us that when we are going through tough times, any time, when our spirit is particularly vulnerable and weak, when we don’t know what to pray for or how to pray, the Spirit, who lives in us, prays for us in a way we can’t even begin to comprehend or understand.  

There may be something troubling you right now that the Holy Spirit is praying about on your behalf.  Please remember that He intercedes for you.
Employment

Medical tests or surgery

Finances

A wayward son or daughter or brother or sister

School grades

Marriage

Relationships of all sorts
A boss

An employee or co-worker
College

Going to God through the empowering personal prayer of the Holy Spirit recognizes that He has the ability to deliver us from them and if not from them  He’ll give us the strength to get through them.  Like Paul we can say “When I am weak, then I am strong.”
But notice what he prays for.  “God, keep me safe or preserve me.”  His unlimited resources through the empowering, indwelling Spirit will strengthen us to keep going.
I know some of you like to can vegetables or put up jams.  The process preserves them or keeps them safe from bacteria growing and spoiling the contents.  Once in a great while Robyn will have a seal fail.  We know it’s failed because of the science project that begins to grow inside on top of the contents.  The green fuzzy stuff tells us it’s no good.  

The psalmist knows that God can keep us from harm, preserve us to the end.  This phrase is used over 400 times alone in the Old Testament.  He knew who to go to in trouble.  He is asking for protection, to be guarded over.  It speaks about putting a hedge of protection about Him.  

In a discussion God asks the devil if in his wanderings around the earth he has noticed how upright His servant Job is, that he fears God.  The devil chides that it wouldn’t be any other way since God has put a hedge of protection around him.

In Ezekiel’s prophecy, God sought out a man who could stand in the gap as a hedge of protection from His destroying the land.  (22:30)

The psalmist in his plight is asking that God might pay careful attention over him, in a sense asking God to remember His covenant, that God would keep His word to protect him, to keep him sealed. The protection we have, this sealing is the Spirit. 

Ephesians 1:13-14 “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession p to the praise of His glory.”  

Ephesians 4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

The psalmist knew that there was nothing that could break this seal of God.  The Holy Spirit is our seal. 

He is the one who guarantees that the promises of God will be carried out in our lives until Jesus returns.  This is not a prayer over one specific trouble, but rather a prayer asking God to protect him all the time, in every circumstance.  He recognizes that God is his refuge or shelter or protection from danger.  Notice the same thought in Psalm 18:1-2.  These are the verses we have chosen for the senior high.  If you get emails from me, often I’ll sign off by telling you to “Stand Rock Solid.”  God’s presence through the indwelling Holy Spirit is there as our refuge whenever the dark storms of life assail and buffet us.  Cry out to Him.  Pray for His safety.
Notice that in this prayer the psalmist believes that God is available to keep him safe and that the he is the one seeking refuge.  Jesus invites us to come to Him when we are weary and heavy burdened and He will give us rest.

Verse 2 is a part of this prayer.  It is acknowledging our place before God, that His rightful position is as our Master.  It speaks of my coming to Him in humility, that in myself I have no capacity or strength to stand against the storms of life.  As our Master we understand that He can offer us the protection we need.  In medieval days, when an invading army threatened attack, the surrounding villagers would flee to the protection of the King’s castle and to the King who had sworn to protect them for their allegiance.  He was their refuge.
This is a prayer of fleeing to the only one who can protect us because in Him is our safety.

When I’m ridiculed for my faith, the protective hand of the Holy Spirit helps me stand strong.

When I’m tempted by some sin, the Holy Spirit helps build a hedge of protection around me to keep me from giving in.
When I’m facing financial stress or the burdens of a difficult relationship, the Holy Spirit becomes that refuge that keeps me from becoming fearful about the future.

When there’s a life threatening illness for myself or a loved one, the Holy Spirit preserves me with His peace.  He is my refuge.  Do you need Him today?  Ask Him to be your refuge and to keep you safe.
What are you facing today?  Do you recognize that God is your only source of protection?  When was the last time you acknowledged with the psalmist “You, God, are my Master?”  Claim Him as sovereign ruler in your life.  I believe that only when we acknowledge His ownership over us can we experience fully the safety He provides.  Only by abiding in Him is there refuge and safety.  

If you want protection from a storm, you don’t go outside to expose yourself to the damage that can be sustained by the pounding of that storm.  You go down to a safe place where you can weather it out.  Poor Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz didn’t make it in time to get down in the cellar where there was safety when the tornado ripped through the farm and because she was out of the cellar and exposed to the storm she suffered getting knocked out.
The storm may be raging all around you but can be safe, protected by God, if you go to Him, if you remember that His abiding Spirit can strengthen you.  You must be in Christ to make it through the storms of life.  Outside of Christ, the storms will inflict heavy damage, but being in Christ there is protection and the Holy Spirit has been given to see you safely through, to empower you to keep going to the end.  

How could Paul face the beatings, and stoning, and shipwrecks, and starvation and in the end say He had run a good race and finished the course?  The only logical answer is the indwelling, sustaining, empowering Spirit of God.

We must acknowledge that He is Lord and Master.  We must acknowledge that all we have comes from Him.  Include that in your prayers.  
We must acknowledge that He is our refuge.

Notice the plight of those who are NOT following the Lord as their Master, those who chose not to be led by the Spirit.  Verse 4.  Those who choose to follow after other gods have their sorrows increased.  Instead of finding protection they find sadness and misery.  They will continue to experience the pain of choosing to follow their own path.  Instead of experiencing deliverance and safety, their plight is lengthened, they increase and so the sorrow is also increased as well.  There is no let up, no end in sight, no hope.  They hurry after other things they think are God, things they think will offer safety, but they find that the burden, the sorrow only gets longer and heavier.  
The things we put in the place of God only serve to increase despair, not help us through it.  Scofield writes that “whatever preempts the place of one’s heart that belongs to the true God may be a god.”  Some people think they are the only source of refuge from the storm they are in, that there is no one else that can dig them out of the pit.  Self can do it.

Others think that safety comes through the accumulation of things.  It’s like putting a puzzle together where you keep trying a piece and eventually you find the right one that fits.

None of these can give us the safety and refuge we desire.  Only God can.  

There is no way in this world that we can overcome without the dyno-mite power of the Holy Spirit in us.  The disciples went to wait for the wonder of the Holy Spirit and when He came there was a mighty working that could only be explained by God doing it.  Do you need the empowering work of the Holy Spirit in you today?  Let’s stand in prayer.

