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A SENSE OF DIRECTION
Acts 2:14-41

In a recent episode of Man vs. Wild, host Bear Grylls describes how to make sure you aren’t going around in circles when traveling through very dense rain forest.  He reasoned that because of the density of the undergrowth and the tall canopy of trees, it can be difficult to get your bearings or sense of directions.  One tree begins to look like another and before you know it you’re all turned around and have spent hours wandering in circles.  
To avoid that problem he suggests one way to resolve wandering around in circles is to cut a vine about 100 feet long.  Tie a loop in one end and place it around your waste, then begin walking in the direction you know you should be heading and let the vine trail behind you.  A frequent glance back at the vine will show whether or not you are keeping on the right path.  If the tail appears to be curving, chances are you have begun to circle around.  You can appropriately alter your course.  It also comes in handy when repelling off some cliff.
My suggestion is not to get caught out in a rain forest to begin with.

To get our bearing it is good to look back once in a while at where we have come from to get a look at where we are going.  Today’s passage does just that.  Sometimes you need to go back to the beginning to get a sense of direction, to make sure you are headed down the right course.  It’s a way to remind yourself about who you are and what you are to be doing.

If you have a copy of our church constitution, it might be a good idea from time to time to go back and read the second page.  It’s a way for us to keep our sense of direction.  If it’s been a while since you looked it over.  I would encourage you to do it this week.  But knowing how busy you are, let me read it to you. As you read it ask if this is what we’re doing.
Name:

The name of this organization shall be Fellowship Bible Church.  There are a number of assumptions we can make given in our name.
Dissolution Clause:

In the event of dissolution, all assets real and personal, shall be distributed to a non-profit religious organization of like kind as qualified under sections 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
Preamble:

In order that the witness of this Church may be born and carried out in accordance with Scriptural doctrines; that the worship, teachings, ministry, and fellowship may be conducted in harmony with Christian principles; and that the business affairs may be administered in an orderly fashion consistent with Biblical teachings, we do adopt and set forth this constitution and any amendments hereafter.

Purpose:

The purpose of this Church shall be the edification of the believers, the evangelism of the non-believers, and the fellowship of its members through worship, preaching, and teaching, and Christ-centered activities.  We review this at each quarterly business meeting.
Mission Statement:

Gathering in Christ, Growing with Christ, Going for Christ.

Every now and again we need to go back to our core mission and see how we are doing, to see if we are on track or if we tend to be wandering or going around in circles.  Those who have taken college courses remember the first day of class getting a syllabus.  It showed you from beginning to end what was expected.  Our constitution does that for us as does this passage we will be looking at today.  
So how are we doing?

Our passage in Acts 2:14-41 is a look back at the beginning, the beginning of the church.  It reveals who we are and what we are to be doing.  It’s a look back to the very first sermon ever preached under the new institution we have come to call the church or the body of Christ.  It shows us if and where we have wandered and how to get back on track.
In the Old Testament, God spoke through a variety of sources.  He spoke through prophets like Daniel, Obadiah and Isaiah.  
He spoke through religious leaders like Moses and Samuel.  
He spoke through political leaders like King David, King Solomon, King Hezekiah, and King Josiah.  He spoke through judges like Gideon, Deborah, Ehud and Othniel.  
He even spoke through a donkey.
Many of these spoke in anticipation of the coming Messiah, a Redeemer.  For example:  Isaiah 53:6 “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way, but the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  Prophecies surrounding His birth and birthplace were given and they even spoke about His purpose.  He would be the promised deliverer from sin.

As we saw last week at Pentecost, something new and exciting took place.  The coming Holy Spirit who had been promised by Christ had now settled on the believers baptizing them into a new relationship with Christ.  His coming created a oneness or unity that did not exist before binding all those who believe in Christ into one body.  As believers, we are the people through whom the Spirit now speaks about Jesus the Messiah, not just the preacher or evangelist, but every believer speaks about the saving grace of Christ.

We speak of Christ through kindness that we show to a classmate who sits alone at lunch or plays by him or herself at recess and we join them.  

We speak of Christ through the homework assignments we turn in or the jokes we choose not to listen to in the break room.

We speak of Christ in the courteous way we drive.

We speak of Christ when we bow our head in the restaurant or lunch room to thank God for the food He has given us.

We speak of Christ through the tenderness we show a child even when we are tired.

We speak of Christ through our witnessing to the store clerk or our neighbor.

We speak of Christ through being the hands, the feet and the voice of Jesus.

We are reminded from Acts 1:8 that we will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on us for the purpose of witnessing.

Our passage today is the fulfillment of that promise and it’s a reminder to you and me that we have the same empowering Spirit today that came on the disciples there in the Temple courtyard almost 2000 years ago.  The only difference might be in our willingness to yield or surrender to Him.
We concluded our message last week by noting that when the disciples all began to praise God in various languages that could be understood by all the Jews gathered to celebrate Passover that some marveled, some were mystified and some were malicious calling them crazy or insane.  They asked a question found in verse 12.  “What does this mean?”
Today, consider with me 4 points.

Peter’s rebuttal v. 14-36
The people’s reaction v. 37
Peter’s response v. 38-40

The people’s repentance v. 41

I. PETER’S REBUTTAL – v. 14-36
Peter is now going to answer that question and he launches into an explanation that becomes a sermon.  Notice something that is not present in the text in writing but is evident in the text none the less.  Keep in mind that about 50 days earlier what happened?  The Passover.  What else happened?  Jesus was crucified.  What else happened the night before Jesus was crucified?  He was arrested and tried.  What happened at the trial?  When challenged by a lowly servant girl, Peter denied Christ.  Yet here, we will see that Peter boldly declared Christ.  Why the difference?  There is only one answer.  It’s found in Acts 1:8.  It was the Holy Spirit.  Filled with and empowered by the Holy Spirit Peter had a fiery boldness that proclaimed an answer to their question.  Peter went from fearful to fearless.  What happened to Peter can only be explained by the presence of the Holy Spirit in Him.  He could not be muzzled.  That could be us as well.  Peter wouldn’t be doing this without the Holy Spirit
Now let’s look at his sermon.  “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd…”  He had to raise his voice.  There was a great crowd gathered there to celebrate Pentecost and when they began to speak in various languages there was a great commotion.  I’m sure everyone was talking and you know how noisy a room can get with everyone speaking.  You have to raise your voice to be heard and the next person has to raise her voice to be heard.  We know there were at least 3,000 people, but it’s been estimated that the courtyard could hold upwards of 50,000 people. Remember, this is a Jewish feast day.  There 10’s of thousands of people.
Peter would need a commanding voice to speak above the din in order to quiet them down to speak.  He began with a rebuttal in answer to their confusion about the condition of the men they had just heard speak fluently in each of their own languages.  They weren’t drunk.  It was only 9 in the morning.  Any orthodox Jew abiding by the Law and celebrating the feast would fast prior to the feast.  They would not break their fast until at least 10a.m. on the day of the feast.  They would also not be drunk as wine was generally taken only with meals.  

After quieting down the crowd he spoke in reference to a prophecy given by Joel in 2:28-33 of the book that bears his name in the Old Testament.  Peter is stating that what they were witnessing was what the prophet Joel spoke about hundreds of years earlier.  Peter does a very clever thing here.  He begins with what they knew.  They all knew the Old Testament and the Old Testament Prophecies.  They were all looking for the Messiah; they knew that when the Messiah came there would be an outpouring of His Spirit.  Peter states that what they were witnessing that day was written about long ago and it’s here.  
Please understand that when Peter refers to the Holy Spirit being poured out on all men he is not speaking of something universal as if everyone is going to receive Him.  Keep in mind that Joel’s prophecy is about the Day of the Lord, the final judgment of mankind.  While we have here the evidence of the coming Holy Spirit at Pentecost, we have not yet seen all the wonders that will occur in heaven and the signs on the earth; the blood and fire and billows of smoke or the sun turning dark or the moon to blood as noted in verses 19-20.  These will take place before Jesus returns.  The pouring out of the Holy Spirit will begin the countdown, if you will, of the coming judgment on mankind.
Peter is noting that this is what Joel spoke about and is the beginning of the fulfillment of the prophecy he gave hundreds of years earlier.

Now, I want you to notice something very important that Peter quotes from Joel as he speaks to these Jews.  Notice verse 21, “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

What he’s saying here is that there is still time to be saved.  There’s still time to avoid the wrath of God’s coming judgment.  It’s not too late.  God’s judgment on mankind has not yet taken place.  It will be both a terrible and catastrophic day, worse than we can imagine Haiti being right now, but it will also be a glorious day if you are saved, for it will be a day which will begin the forever reign of Christ and our presence with Him for eternity.  It will be the end of the old and the beginning of the new.  God’s Spirit has been poured out on all who believe in Christ and it began at Pentecost and will continue until Christ comes.
My question to you today is this.  Have you called on the name of the Lord to be saved?  Call on His name today, don’t delay, it’s still not too late.  This is the most important decision you will ever make.  Don’t put it off.  To do so is to bring on yourself the wrath of God in its fullness.
Verse 22 transitions from Old Testament prophecy to recent history.  He begins by speaking of the humanity of Jesus, that He was a man from Nazareth.  When He fell down and skinned His knee, it bled.  When He hit his thumb with the hammer while building a chair in Joseph’s shop, it swelled.  When He ran, He needed to catch His breath. When He got hungry, He ate.  When thirsty, He drank. He was human.  Many knew of Him.  Some may have even known Him or seen Him.  Some may have been part of the feeding of the 5,000 or been in the Temple when He threw out the merchants.  They couldn’t deny that He existed.  To them He was at least human.  
But he goes on to describe that this man was accredited or approved/affirmed by God to them through the miracles, signs and wonders He (God) did through Jesus.  Peter is saying that God was giving His own stamp of approval on Jesus because through Him some incredible things were done.  They were proof that He was more than human.  Just like they couldn’t deny his existence in the flesh, neither could they deny that He did miracles.  They happened and many of the people listening to Peter were witnesses of them.  
Miracles were events that cannot be explained by some natural phenomenon. They were supernatural.  They defied natural laws.  Raising a girl from the dead.  Giving a man born blind vision.  Curing leprosy on the spot.  Turning water in wine.  What I’m seeing doesn’t make sense, but it can’t be explained any other way nor denied.  Wow factor.
Wonders were events where the person marveled in his mind at what he just saw as they witnessed the miracle.  That common men could speak in dozens of languages was a wonder and these Jews marveled

Signs were miracles that pointed to a spiritual truth.  Peter walking on the water was a miracle that taught Peter a valuable lesson on faith.

The miracles, wonders and signs were an evidence to them that the Messiah had come in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.
In verse 23 Peter begins to narrow down his message and get to the meat.  This man, whom you cannot deny existed, nor could they deny that He did some incredibly amazing miracles, and this man was handed over to you by God.  Peter is speaking here about the sovereignty of God.  Jesus was handed over to be crucified by the divine purpose and sovereign plan of a God not by the plotting or scheming of man.  They were God’s tools to accomplish His will.  There is here a clash of the sovereign will of God that will not be thwarted by anyone and the free will of man to make the choices they did to crucify Christ.  The Jews along with their co-conspirators the Gentiles were the ones who put Him to death on the cross.  They could not deny that they were guilty of the assassination of Jesus.  
They could not deny that He lived.

They could not deny His miracles.

Neither could they deny that He had died and they did it.  They hated Him.  They arrested Him.  They accused Him.  They nailed Him to that cross.
“BUT GOD”…Circle that in verse 24.  It’s important.  It’s transitional.  We begin to see here not only the humanity of Jesus, but also His deity. “BUT God raised Him from the dead.” What is impossible with man, God is able to do.  Jesus was dead but God raised Him from the grave.  The shroud of death could not hold Him in the tomb.  The snare of death had to release its icy grip when God freed Him from the agony of death.  Why?  The verse gives an answer.  “It was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him.”  AMEN?  Aren’t you glad?  If He was merely human, death still has a hold on Him and He is still in the grave and He will never raise another finger, but God raised Him from the dead.  Because Jesus is both human and deity He is able to be raised victoriously from the dead and because He lives we too shall be raised incorruptible and eternal.
To support this claim Peter reviews the words of David from Psalm 16.  From the vantage point of where Peter is standing in the Temple courtyard he is probably able to see the tomb of King David, or at least point to the vicinity of his tomb.  David died and is still buried in that tomb.  Yet David prophesied about the coming Messiah who, as a descendent of his, would be raised to sit on the throne forever because God had promised it to David.  David is still dead, but Jesus is alive.  The resurrection is the essential factor in our salvation.  He could have been totally and only human and said He would die for our sins by shedding His blood, but that wasn’t enough.  He had to be raised to life.  Without the resurrection we are still lost in sin, doomed to eternity separated from Him.  If we ignore or forget or deny the resurrection ever took place, we are still lost in sin.  As Peter did on the day of Pentecost, we must proclaim the good news of the resurrection of Jesus.  He is alive.
They could not deny that He lived.

They could not deny His miracles.

They could not deny that He had died.

Peter puts another nail in the lid by noting that they, the disciples were all witnesses that Jesus was alive again.  They could not deny that Jesus was alive.  The disciples were witnesses that He was both alive and that He ascended to heaven where He is now seated at the right hand of God.
Hebrews 1:3

Luke 22:69

At one point the disciples had to be convinced that it was really Jesus.  After convincing proofs of His resurrection they no longer needed assurance.  They knew and they believed and they testified.

Because Jesus lives the Holy Spirit was poured out.  They could not deny the proof of the Holy Spirit’s coming either.

And Peter closes this part of his sermon in verse 36 with these words “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
He says let there be no mistake.  Jesus who was crucified is now both Lord and Christ.  Christ refers to His being Messiah or Savior, the one who came to save us from sin.  “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10)  Lord refers to His position of royalty and authority and position.  He is King and will be worshipped as such.  

But don’t forget this either.  While we were not physically present at the cross holding the spike that was driven into His hands and feet or clutching the handle of the hammer that drove the nails through His flesh, we are just as guilty as those listening to Peter that day for putting Jesus on that cross because it was our sin that put Him there.  If we don’t have the resurrection, we don’t have any other hope to preach about that God is sufficient to help us in our times of need whatever they might be.  

In the first sermon of the new era, Peter gives a stirring rebuttal about what they were all witness to that day.  What is the people’s reaction?

II. THE PEOPLE’S REACTION – v. 37

They were cut to the heart.  They were pricked in their conscience.  It means to strike violently, to stun.  Have you ever gotten some really sobering or bad news that just left you stunned, speechless, wondering what to do next, if anything?  That’s what’s happening here when Peter finished.  They had a deep sense of their own guilt and they panicked.  “What do we do know?”  I think there was a sense of hopelessness.  We killed the very one who came to save us.  Is there any hope for us now?  They were distraught, visibly upset.
I’ve been working on memorizing Psalm 86:15.  “But You, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.”

Lamentations 3:22-23 “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.  They are new every morning, great is Thy faithfulness.”  

When life seems upside down crazy and hopeless, God’s abundant love and faithfulness can get you through.

Have you gotten some recent news that has you filled with despair and you wonder what to do next?  Does life seem hopeless to you today?

Is there a sense of anguish or despondency because life seems to be so unfair?  Have you placed your hope in Jesus who is both Christ and Lord?
Remember that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. This same Jesus, who was crucified, now lives again and is both King and Savior for all who call on Him.  He’s waiting for you.  You may be reacting to the news like those hearing Peter at Pentecost.  From hopelessness to hope, He’ll give you a new direction, take you from despair to joy and happiness.
In verses 38-40 Peter gives a response to their stunned reaction.

III. PETER’S RESPONSE – v. 38-40

A woman returned home after church to find a burglar rummaging through her things.  Immediately he ran out the back door with the woman giving chase.  Stopping on the back porch the woman hollered after the fleeing man “ACTS 2:38.”  The man stopped in his tracks.  Moments later the police arrived and arrested the man.  They asked why he didn’t keep running because he could have easily gotten away.  The man replied that the lady shouted she had an ax and 2 38’s.

Is there any hope they wanted to know.  Yes there is.  “REPENT.”  It means to reverse the direction of your life, to go in a totally different direction.  The result is a change in conduct.  It begins inwardly and works outwardly.  The emphasis on repentance is in a change of mind.  My conduct will not change if repentance does not first start with my mind.  Romans 12:2 indicates that the transforming of the mind helps us not conform to the world.  If we follow Christ, He’ll turn us around to go in the right direction.
Repentance leads us to be convinced in agreement with God that He is right and I am wrong about my conduct.  I agree that I am a sinner and do not measure up to His standard of Holiness, that He is the standard by which we will be judged.  Repentance means that I abhor sin and choose not to do it again.  Albert Barnes writes that “false repentance dreads the consequences of sin.  True repentance dreads the sin,” because it is an abomination to God, repentance means that I too become convinced that sin is an abomination and therefore change my character so that I no longer pursue that path.  Repentance is not only abhorring it or hating it, it is also avoiding it, not following its path.  They had the Word, they knew the prophecies, and they heard the message, but were going in the wrong direction.  They needed to repent while there was still time.
Hebrews 3:7-8a, 12 “So, as the Holy Spirit says: ‘Today, if you hear His voice do not harden your hearts’…See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.”  In a word, REPENT.
Peter is stating to the people gathered there that day that it’s not too late to change, to receive God’s mercy for their sin.  They must repent and to demonstrate their repentance they should be baptized.  We hold that baptism does not save a person, but it is an outward action of an inward attitude.  It’s a natural course of events to go from stating you are now trusting Christ for salvation by showing others of the change that has taken place.  Some of you need to be baptized.  

He indicates in verse 39 that the call to repentance is for the Jew – “for you and your children.”  He also indicates that it is for the Gentile as well – “and for all who are far off.”  

Ephesians 2:12-17

If you are here today and have never trusted Christ as Savior this same message is for you.  Repent.  As Peter pled with them, so I would do the same today.  If Jesus is who He claimed to be and He died and rose again, He is the Savior who came to save us from our sins.  Turn to Him.  Don’t let another moment go by.  Don’t be ashamed or afraid to admit it.
That is what we see in the last verse of our text.
IV. THE PEOPLE’S REPENTANCE – v. 41

What a revival takes place on the day of the very first sermon as the pouring out of the Holy Spirit sealed 3,000 people for salvation.  I did some quick calculations.  If that many were saved and the 12 disciples baptized them all, they each baptized 250 people.  At one minute per baptism it would have taken over 4 hours.  
Many of these people could have been part of the mob scene some 50 days earlier crying “crucify Him.”  On this day, they were crying in desperation for their very souls to be saved.  “What must we do” to avoid the great day of judgment of the Lord.  Repent and trust Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. Desperation can lead to deliverance.
If you are here today and are a Christian, I want from this message for you to see what God can do through the life of someone like Peter, who totally surrenders to the power of the Holy Spirit.  Look at the convincing proof of His work if you just step out in faith and trust Him to use you.

Remember this: it was for the most part the same crowd who killed Jesus.  Not all that much time had elapsed since the crucifixion.  I’m sure it was still plenty fresh in their minds.  Peter took a risk because the same thing could have happened to him.  He preached the same thing that Jesus taught, that Jesus was the Messiah.  They could have turned on him, too.  They could have drug him from the courtyard and stoned him for blasphemy.  What risks are we willing to take so that the gospel message of the resurrection reaches people?  Jesus doesn’t tell us to go to just the people who are likely to listen and be receptive.  We are told to go to all the ends of world to proclaim Christ and salvation by Him.  Peter was following a new direction and he was fearless and people repented.
Are we willing to be a Peter?  Will we be fearless or fearful?  Will we proclaim salvation by the Spirit or will we be paralyzed?  
You may be here desperate for hope.  You may sit there and recall your sin as did the crowd.  You may sit there and be filled with remorse.  You need to repent.

You may sit there like the religious crowd coming to a service out of ritual, sitting, standing, singing, hearing, leaving, but never moved, never changed.  You need to repent.

“‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’”  Romans 10:13-15

Peter was Spirit led.

3,000 were Spirit fed.

10’s of thousands remained spiritually dead.

Where are you today?

