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FUELED FOR SERVICE
Acts 2:1-13

We don’t see them much anymore.  Chances are if you’re under 30 you may have never seen one.  They were around when I was growing up and by the time I went off to college they were being replaced – rapidly.  Some of you older than me may have even worked at one.  Now they are, I would guess, gone the way of the dinosaur.  Once in a while you might find one, hidden in some remote corner of a small town located far from a thriving, growing population.  
There was a time when you drove into a service station (we call them gas stations now) and as the tires ran over the rubber hose stretched out across the drive it would sound a bell in the office.  It just rang in a friendly tone ding, ding.  That dinging cued an attendant in the office that a customer had arrived.  He would come bounding out the door rain or shine.  Most service stations didn’t have those large awnings that we have today sheltering us from the elements as we pump our own gas.  
As the attendant exited the door he would invariably reach for a rag that had been dangling from his back pocket.  Taking the rag he would begin rubbing his hands to remove some of the engine grime imbedded there from the car he had just been working on.  He would pump your gas for you, wash your windshield and ask to check your oil level and tire pressure. You never had to exit your car unless you wanted a pop, in a glass bottle, I might add.  Those were the days.
I can remember one incident when I was probably no more than 7 or 8.  We were on our way to church as I remember.  Pulling into the station next to the pump, the familiar ding, ding was heard and the attendant came out.  Approaching the truck Dad rolled down his window and with his usual greeting told the attendant to “fill her up.” Reaching for the gas nozzle, the attendant opened the gas cover, unscrewed the cap, inserted the nozzle, squeezed the handle and set it to run automatically.  Grabbing the squeegee he began to wash the windshield.  He was washing the passenger side when Dad suddenly jumped out of the vehicle.  Apparently the automatic shut off to the pump failed and gas was pouring out the tank.  Because the attendant was on the other side he couldn’t see or get to the nozzle in time.  I remember the sleeve on Dad’s yellow sweater getting soaked from the gas gushing down the hose as he turned it off.  One thing was for sure, the tank was full.
Any vehicle needs some sort of energy or power source to propel it.
Our passage today reveals a source of power that has been given to the Christian to live in this world.  In the previous chapter we saw the prelude to all that would take place from a specific point in time until Christ returns.  Both in the book of John and in Acts chapter 1 the Lord had promised the coming Holy Spirit.  He would be given for a specific purpose, but the Holy Spirit could not come until Jesus left to return to His Father in heaven.  Indeed the Holy Spirit would not come while Jesus was with them.

In Acts 1:4-5 and 8 we read that they were to go into Jerusalem to wait for the promised Holy Spirit by whom they would receive dynamic power to be witnesses about Him to others.  The rest of chapter one reveals the action steps of the disciples in obeying the Lord’s command.

Chapter 2 begins a transition that is still going on today.  I have titled the message FUELED FOR SERVICE because just as fuel is the power used to serve the car to propel it in motion, so we need the power of the Holy Spirit to aid in our service of the Lord as well.  Without this power efforts will be meager at best.

Let’s consider 3 points today:

The Evidence Surrounding the Coming of the Holy Spirit in verses 1-3
The Effect Supporting the Coming of the Holy Spirit in verses 4-11
The Explanation Suggested About the Coming of the Holy Spirit in verses 12-13
I. THE EVIDENCE SURROUNDING THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – v. 1-3
We begin at the day of Pentecost.  Pentecost in Greek means 50 days.  It was an annual feast that occurred 50 days after the Passover.  Passover was always held on a Sabbath.  It was this Sabbath that Jesus had become the sacrificial lamb dying for the sins of the world.  We see this in I Corinthians 5:8 “For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.”  He was symbolized in the Passover that began at the exodus marking the day in which Israel was physically delivered from the oppression of Egypt.  This Passover, however, because Jesus our lamb was slain, became the time when spiritually we would be delivered from the oppression of sin.
On the first day of the week (Sunday), the day after Passover was the Feast of First fruits.  Barley was the first grain to come in and the individual would bring the first sheaf of the harvest offered as a wave offering indicating that everything he had came from and belonged to God.  It was on this day, the first day of the week after the Passover that Jesus rose from the dead and became the first fruits for the believer.  I Corinthians 15:20 “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  In His resurrection Jesus became the firstfruits for the believer.  He reveals what God will eventually do by raising all believers to new and eternal life.
50 days later came the feast of Pentecost.  It was the time of the wheat harvest.  Pentecost is also known as the Feast of Weeks.  What is significant about this offering is that 2 loaves of leavened bread were brought and waved before the Lord.  Remember that at the Passover they were to eat unleavened bread indicating that the sacrifice would be pure.  It symbolized the holiness of Christ.  

Because the 2 loaves had leaven, which symbolized sin, it could not speak of Christ, but rather about us, who by our very nature are sinners, and have been made a new creation because our sins were judged at the cross.  We are reminded of this in II Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old things are passed away, behold all things are become new.”   

It was on this day of Pentecost that the disciples are gathered together in one place.  Some believe they were still in the upper room when this took place.  When the crowd began to gather because of the commotion there was not enough room so they went to the nearby Temple already. Others believe they were at the Temple.  Both the Old and New Testaments make use of the term the House of God in reference to the Temple.  Remember that in Luke’s Gospel he makes mention that the disciples also went to the Temple while they were in Jerusalem waiting for the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:53).  There is no definitive evidence to support one or the other.  However I personally believe they were at the Temple for this is where Peter’s sermon occurred and we know that 3,000 were saved then so there seems to be greater support for the Temple gathering. Whatever the case, the significant point to keep in mind is that they were together.  They had remained obedient to the Lord to go and wait.  
Verse 2 indicates that something happened suddenly or unexpectedly or with great surprise.   They were doing what the Lord instructed.  They were waiting.  They knew to expect the Holy Spirit, because Jesus said He would come, but they did not know what to expect when He came.  It happened suddenly, without warning.  It’s the same way when Jesus returns again. He told He would.  He even gave us some signs to help us discern the time and told us to be busy doing His work and to be ready, yet Scripture tells us He will come like a thief in the night, unexpectedly, without warning.
I suppose if you have ever played hiding games with kids, you know about this.  You tell them to go and hide somewhere and so off they toddle.  Sneaking around you try to get the drop on them. They know you are coming, but they don’t know what to expect when you do, so when you find them you try to scare them, in a fun way of course.

 In this passage we see the evidence of the coming Holy Spirit.  In John 7:39 it is very clear that the new covenant and the new work of the Holy Spirit had not begun.  Later, in John 20:22, at one of the post-resurrection encounters with the disciples Jesus breathed on them and told them to receive the Holy Spirit.  This was in preparation for what would occur at Pentecost.  The ministry of the Holy Spirit beginning at this point would be profoundly different than His ministry in the Old Testament.  His coming now would be a permanent dwelling of the believer.
Going back to our passage in Acts we see evidence of the fulfillment of the promise of the Holy Spirit’s coming.  Again, let me remind you that this occurred suddenly, without any warning. 

The first evidence we notice is that there was a sound like the blowing of a violent wind.  Please notice the simile.  This is not a strong blowing wind.  They all of a sudden didn’t have a huge gale force blowing their turbans down the street.  In the beginning of the movie Mary Poppins when all the nannies are lined up outside the Bank’s house, a strong wind picks up and blows all the nannies away.  That’s not what is happening here.

Some of you may well remember the fateful June day in 1953 when the deadliest tornado in Michigan history occurred.  It became known as the Beecher Tornado.  Some of the patients I visited under Hospice had articles and remembered where they were at on that day.  In its deadly path it claimed the lives of 116 people and injured 844 others.

This is not a violent storm with strong wings; it is the sound of a violent storm.  They say it sounds like many trains steaming down the track.  Their ear-gate picked up this noise or sound of wind. 
Wind is a word that is a derivative of the Greek word used for Spirit.  It is also sometimes used as breath or to breathe.  In Genesis 1:2 we see the work of the Spirit hovering over the waters about to unleash His creative power in creation.  

In Genesis 2:7 we again see the Spirit at work.  Man had been formed out of the dust of the ground and was laying there motionless, nothing but dead matter, but in that verse we see that God breathed into man His very breath so that he could become a living soul.  Without the breath of God in us we are but spiritually dead men.  We are unregenerate, lifeless souls.  But upon our faith in Christ who redeems us, God gives to us His very breath, the Holy Spirit, who regenerates us into a living soul that now is a new creation, given eternal life.  

We understand II Timothy 3:16 to mean that the very breath of God, the Holy Spirit Himself, inspired the Scriptures to be given.

This violent wind heard in Acts 2 refers to the power of the Holy Spirit and the fullness of His coming.  He was not present just to fill some, or to come partially on all, but to come in fullness indwelling everyone who believes on Jesus Christ for salvation and to endow them with power to become the sons of God.  Scripture so pointedly reminds us   “And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts crying ‘Abba, Father.’”  Galatians 4:6
The baptism of the Holy Spirit identifies the individual with Christ in His body according to I Corinthians 12:13.  The Holy Spirit’s work would now bring about unity in those who believe, whether Jew or Gentile we are all one body.  

That they would receive this divine power is evidenced by the sound of power that comes from a violent wind.  
The evidence of the power that is in the storm left in its wake is nothing compared to the power of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer who humbly and totally yields to Him.  This sound of wind was just a reminder of what they could expect by being empowered by the coming Holy Spirit.  Are you willing to yield to such an empowering force in your life to live the Christian life and to be a witness for Him?  

 They heard the sound of a mighty rushing wind and it’s important to note from our passage that they heard it come from heaven and the sound filled the place where they were sitting.  It can only come from God.    
Our passage notes yet another visible evidence of the coming of the promised Holy Spirit.  We see in verse 3 that “they saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.”  Again, using comparison the author notes that it was not fire, but what seemed to look like fire.  In some instances, fire in Scripture speaks of judgment and punishment.  Here though, it is in reference to the presence of God.

Moses experienced the presence of God through what appeared to be fire in a bush.

The Israelites were led in the wilderness by what appeared to be a fiery pillar at night.  

This is another occasion when the presence of God is seen through this unique phenomenon.

What appears to have happened is that this visible manifestation of God’s Spirit entered in the form of a flame and at some point divided in order to settle on everyone present.  No one was excluded.  No one received a bigger or smaller portion based on supposed rank.  All the believers experienced the same fullness of the Holy Spirit.  THIS FILLING IS FOR SERVICE.  This filling is to empower them.  This coming of the Holy Spirit was now to indwell those with faith in Jesus and His indwelling would be permanent (John 14:16-17) and it was to give them power to do God’s work.  
The evidence of the coming of the Holy Spirit is heard in the sound of mighty strong winds and in the visible flame that settled over those gathered together.  
Just as a flame gives both light and warmth so the Holy Spirit gives illumination to a dark world needing the light of the gospel to point them to Christ and He gives warmth to a cold heart, hardened by sin, warming it, softening it to reveal a need of salvation.
There is evidence surrounding the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Notice also the effect supporting the coming of the Holy Spirit.
II. THE EFFECT SUPPORTING THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT –v.4-11
Bear in mind that the indwelling and filling of the Spirit are two different experiences.  The indwelling is a onetime experience that occurs at the moment of salvation and seals you till Jesus comes again.  The filling of the Spirit has to do with the power to witness and serve.  Remember that Acts 1:8 tells us we will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on us to witness.

Warren Wiersbe writes “the baptism (indwelling) of the Spirit means that I belong to His body; the fullness (filling) of the Spirit means my body belongs to Him.”  Baptism is final, fullness is repeated.

Exodus 35:30-31

Here are a few works of the Holy Spirit.

1. He regenerates the believer – John 3:5

2. He indwells the believer – Romans 8:9

3. He seals the believer – Ephesians 1:13-14; Ephesians 4:30

4. He baptizes the believer – Luke 3:16; 

Acts 1:5

5. He fills the believer – Ephesians 5:18

The effect of this filling immediately empowered them.  I loved my old 1996 Saturn.  It was very dependable, but I have to say that when it came to horse power, it didn’t have much.  Step on the gas and it would go, eventually, but then it wasn’t built for speed, it was built for economy.  It had a little 4 cylinder engine.  My Impala though with its 6 cylinder engine has some get up and go.  It’s much more responsive and lively when I step on the gas.  There’s immediate response and you can feel the difference.  I like it!

When the Holy Spirit filled them, there was an immediate reaction, an effect that took place in them.  Verse 4 says they “began to speak in other tongues…”  This outpouring of speaking in tongues was not a gibberish language or ecstatic utterances that were unknown; this was an act of God giving them the ability to speak in a known language that they did not previously know.  Now this doesn’t mean that they were from that point on fluent in those languages.  It was a unique gift given to them for that experience alone. They didn’t spend their 10 days from the ascension of Jesus to Pentecost immersed in Rosetta Stone’s language courses.  They didn’t know when the Holy Spirit was coming or what would happen once He did arrive.  I think this took them by surprise as well
We read on in verse 5-6 that “there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  When they heard this sound a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language.”

Here’s the picture painted for us.  Jews from every nation were in Jerusalem.  They had been staying there, probably since the Passover 50 days earlier.  The Passover was one of those required events in the religious life of a Jewish person to observe.  Since many of them came from remote parts of the world, they stuck around for the feast of Weeks or Pentecost.  It made sense.  Jews from 3 continents were present.  By reading through the list we see people from Asia Minor and the Near East.  There were Jews from Africa living up in Egypt and there were Jews from Italy who came from Rome.

They came to celebrate Pentecost at the Temple and they heard a noise.  I don’t believe it was the sound of the mighty winds the disciples heard, but rather the sound of their own native tongue.  Remember where they are: Jerusalem.  What languages may have been spoken there?  Koine, a form of Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic that eventually replaced Hebrew by the Jews.  What they heard was their own language, their own dialect, their own native tongue and they knew what was being spoken.  It was not a sermon but rather they heard the disciples praising God for all His wonders probably for the promise of the Holy Spirit’s coming.
Notice the conclusion of verse 4.  They were able to speak these other languages because the Spirit enabled them.  The people gathered were dumbfounded at the sight.  They couldn’t believe what they were hearing, not about the praise to God, but rather that they could understand a bunch of Galileans speaking in various languages so that everyone who was present could understand.  
When God gives you a work to do, He will enable you to do it by His empowering Spirit.  He fuels you to serve.
This event is the reversal of the curse of Babel.  Man had come together ignoring the command of God to go and populate the world.  They likened themselves to being god and so God struck them with various languages so that they would have to seek out their own kind of languages and settle in an area where the language was common.  This was a coming together of people groups and hearing their own tongue and only God could do it.  The event at Babel scattered people.  The event in Jerusalem gathered people.  
There is a natural response or effect on the individual who is filled with the Holy Spirit.  Have you been willing to allow the Spirit to fill you?  You realize we are commanded to.  At an invitation a couple weeks ago, a number of you stood indicating your willingness to be a witness for Christ.  Are you allowing Him to empower you to be that witness?  Today maybe you would make that commitment as well.

There is evidence surrounding the coming of the Holy Spirit.

There is an effect supporting the coming of the Holy Spirit.

There is an explanation suggested about the coming of the Holy Spirit.
III. THE EXPLANATION SUGGESTED ABOUT THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – v.12-13
Some marveled at the sight, utterly amazed at what was taking place.  Others were mystified, puzzled, perplexed at what they were seeing and hearing.  Others, as we will see, were malicious.  Their hearts still cold to the beckoning voice of God urging them to respond to the prompting of the Spirit.  These hearers needed no interpretation for they understood fully and completely what was being said.  

They all saw and heard the same things, yet there are different responses aren’t there to the same message.  What is it that moves one person to make a life changing commitment while another remains cold and indifferent, unaffected, unresponsive, unyielding, insensitive?   I think it boils down to whether or not the person is willing to yield to the Holy Spirit in his or her life.
My Dad will tell you about the night he was invited to attend some special services at the First Baptist Church of Pontiac.  Both he and his brother (my Uncle) were home on leave in the military and someone had encouraged them to go.  I’m not sure why they went.  Nothing else to do maybe.  Could have been some cute girls they wanted to spend time with.  They sat through the same message, heard the same invitation, but it was only my Dad who stayed to kneel at the front pew with Jack Van Impe to give his life to Christ while his brother went out to get some fresh air and have a smoke.  

The Spirit came.  The Spirit filled them.  The Spirit empowered them.  Enabled by the Spirit they spoke.  People were drawn to them and they listened.  But there were different responses.  Some made fun of them, called them drunk, crazy.  
One author spoke about going down to the wharf on Saturday nights to preach to the sailors coming off their ships.  A friend who joined him spoke French, Portuguese, Spanish, Italian and probably some other languages as well.  Based on the uniforms they wore, he would address them in their language.  When another group from another ship would come by he would speak to them in that language, but the others would say he’s crazy and couldn’t understand him.

Some of you will be moved today to do something, to act on what you heard.  Others will leave the same way you came.  I would be foolish to think that anything I said would convince you to change.  It is, it will be only the work and power of the Holy Spirit through me and in you to bring about that change in your heart.
These men were not out of control drunk with wine, but in control filled with the Spirit.

Vance Havner made this statement: “We are not going to move this world by criticism of it nor conformity to it, but by the combustion within it of lives ignited by the Spirit of God.”  The fires of revival come through the empowering Spirit.  We’ll begin to see that in the weeks to come.  It began there at Pentecost, but it doesn’t have to end here.
We can still see the evidence surrounding the coming of the Holy Spirit.

We can still see the effect supporting the coming of the Holy Spirit.

We can still give an explanation suggested about the coming of the Holy Spirit.

John Wesley wrote these words.  Maybe they’re your prayer today.
Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire

To work, and speak, and think for Thee;

Still let me guard the holy fire,

And still stir up Thy gift in me.

Ready for all Thy perfect will,

My acts of faith and love repeat,

Till death Thy endless mercies seal,

And make the sacrifice complete.

Are you fueled for service by the Holy Spirit?

